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| Outline of the Accreditation Procedure

On the 8™ of June 2021, the accreditation agency ACQUIN, full member of ENQA and listed in the
European Quality Assurance Register for Higher Education (EQAR), received a request for the first
accreditation procedure of the concept for the international joint master programme “Reuse of Mod-
ernist Buildings (RMB)” (M.Sc.) by the Technische Hochschule Ostwestfalen-Lippe (TH-OWL).

Since external quality assurance of the RMB master programme is required for the cooperating
higher education institutions, the assessment follows the Standards for Quality Assurance of Joint
Programmes in the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) according to the European Approach
for Quality Assurance of Joint Programmes. The standards to be assessed are based on the Stand-
ards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the EHEA (ESG), issued in October 2014 and approved
by the European Higher Education Area ministers in May 2015.

The self-evaluation report including annexes, which was jointly delivered by the consortium on the
7" of September 2021, contained information on the national legal frames of all cooperating partners

and served as the main document for evaluation.

The composition of the panel reflects the expertise deemed necessary by the procedural require-
ments in the European Approach for Quality Assurance of Joint Programmes. Two members of the
expert group are full time lecturers in the relevant academic field, one of which is coordinating a joint
degree programme. The representative of the professional field simultaneously represents the aca-
demic field as part time lecturer, ensuring that university lecturers hold the majority of the vote. Next
to a student representative the review panel is complemented by one expert in coordination and
administration issues regarding European Joint Programmes. The panel members represent three
of the four partner countries contributing knowledge of their respective higher education systems. It
is also ensured that the review panel has adequate experience in quality assurance measures at
different levels. After confirmation of the nominated review panel by the cooperating partners, all

panel members signed a statement of independence and confidentiality.

Upon studying the application documentation of the programme, the review panel reported their
preliminary findings before the site visit to ACQUIN which collected and processed these statements
for the preparatory meeting on the 19" of September 2021. At this meeting, the panel discussed the
preliminary findings, identified the most important issues for discussion with the programme partners
and prepared the discussions with all parties involved. The discussions with all status groups (pro-
gramme coordinators, examination board, teaching staff, universities™ leaderships, students of the
involved institutions, as well as a representative of the professional field) took place on the 22" of
October 2021. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, all discussions were held via online-conference. Since
the review panel was not able to inspect spatial and technical resources on site, further information

has been provided and evaluated in the days following the discussions.
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Subsequent to the discussions with the delegations, the review panel discussed the findings and
formulated its considerations and preliminary conclusions for each standard in a preliminary accred-
itation report, whereby composition and editing tasks were carried out by ACQUIN. These findings

are based on observations during the site visit and on the assessment of the programme documents.

On 22" of November 2021, ACQUIN sent the preliminary report to the TH-OWL, which was given
the opportunity to respond to any factual inaccuracies in the report and prepare a statement respond-
ing to the report. Subsequently, the final report was forwarded to the Accreditation Commission of
ACQUIN for final decision on the 6™ of December 2021. The Accreditation Decision is documented
in Chapter Il of this report.

Upon successful accreditation of the RMB programme, the consortium intends to apply for external
funding by the European Commission within the framework of the Erasmus Mundus programme.
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Il Evaluation of the Study Programme

1 Composition and Profile of the Consortium

The Joint Master programme “RMB — Reuse of Modernist Buildings” (M.Sc.) (hereafter RMB) is
based on the partnership among five academic institutions with complementary competencies in
relevant scientific areas for the study, research, and design of the reuse of modernist buildings,
namely the Technische Hochschule Ostwestfalen-Lippe in Germany (hereafter TH-OWL), the Uni-
versity of Belgrade in Serbia, the University of Antwerp in Belgium as well as the University of Coim-
bra and the University of Lisbon, both located in Portugal.

The concept for the two years joint master programme has its origin in the cooperative ERASMUS+
project ‘Reuse of Modernist Buildings. Design Tools for Suitable Transformation (RMB)’, which was
conducted from 2016 to 2019. Together with 3 other international partners that have not been and
will not be involved in the study programme, the University of Antwerp, TH-OWL, the University of
Coimbra and the University of Lisbon were conducting this project jointly. For the study programme,

the University of Belgrade joined the consortium.

The partners developed teaching and learning methodologies jointly to enable students to study at
different locations within Europe in order to gain insight into different contexts and approaches in

reuse theory, practise and design.

e TH-OWL: The university of applied sciences offers a total of 44 Bachelor and Master pro-
grams with more than 6,700 students and over 500 staff on three campuses. Its department
“‘Detmold School of Architecture and Interior Architecture” has approximately 1,450 students
throughout various German- and English-speaking study programmes, all of which are open
for an interdisciplinary approach and collaboration with regional, national, and international
institutions as well as business companies. Several laboratories (Construction Lab, Percep-
tion Lab, Urban Lab, Research Focus nextPlace), devices and technical equipment are avail-
able to monitor and evaluate the performance of existing spaces and buildings and to analyse
user behaviour and user satisfaction. Teaching and research approaches are based on the
concept of human-centered design to improve the wellbeing in interior and exterior spaces.
Simulation, evaluation and monitoring of buildings and spaces are considered an essential
part as a form of evidence-based design. The specialised expertise on typology versus con-

version has been an integral part of the curriculum in architecture over the last 5 years.

Within the RMB programme, TH-OWL takes on the coordinating role. The students will spend
the second half of the first semester at the Detmold School of Architecture and Interior Archi-

tecture, where they study contents regarding the academic focus on interior architectural
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design, reuse of buildings, typological studies, urban/landscape design, research by design

and design by research in existing buildings as an active approach.

o University of Antwerp: The University of Antwerp is an internationally oriented research
university with a student body of 20,000, whereof 13 % are international students. It is char-
acterised by its high standards in education, internationally competitive research, and entre-
preneurial approach. It offers 30 Bachelor, 63 Master, 24 Advanced Master and 24 postgrad-
uate programmes organised in 9 faculties, 48 centres and 20 institutes. 23 programmes are
entirely taught in English. Doctoral programmes are available in all faculties.

Within the RMB programme, the students will spend the first half of the first semester at the
University of Antwerp, where they study contents regarding the academic focus on interior
design, history of Modernism in the Northwest of Europe, theory of reuse and heritage, her-
itage studies, and research techniques.

e University of Coimbra: With more than 700 years of experience in education, the University
of Coimbra has affirmed its position over the years with a unique mix of tradition, contempo-
raneity, and innovation. Its large complex structure comprises three campuses, with 26,000
students, of which 16 % are international students from 90 different nationalities, and 3,020
academic and non-academic staff members, who are highly active and committed to the
guality of research and education as well as to the development of knowledge and technology
transfer activities. The university offers advanced training programs in different areas that
bind to technology. In the field of internationalisation, it is a member of several university
networks worldwide and its activities are carried out in close co-operation with international
partners and stakeholders, including collaborative research, business partnerships, and cul-
tural, scientific, and technical exchange. The Department of Architecture has been develop-
ing educational practices that integrate a social perspective of modern architecture history,

re-use of existing buildings and design methodologies.

Within the RMB programme, the students will spend the first half of the second semester at
the University of Coimbra, where they study contents regarding the academic focus on history
of Modernism in southwest Europe, urban design and participation and social aspects in de-

signing for reuse, and environmental design.

e University of Lisbon: The University of Lisbon consists of 18 schools and over 100 research
units, around 50,000 students, 4,000 lecturers, 2,500 non-academic staff and 400 degree
courses. Founded in 1911, the Instituto Superior Técnico (IST) is the University’s school of En-
gineering, Science and Technology and Architecture. It consists of 9 departments, about 10,000
students, and about 1,600 full time equivalent teaching and non-teaching staff. Internationalisa-
tion has been defined as a key strategic goal over the past few years with an increasing number

of international students and staff as well as increasing participation in international, academic
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networks and partnerships of excellency. Through more than 500 agreements with other institu-
tions worldwide, IST participates in more than 50 double degree programmes, and joint PhD
programmes, thus promoting a highly modern and culturally diverse society. IST combines dif-
ferent disciplines in the building sector and bridges design and research, architecture, engineer-
ing sciences, building technology, and urban planning, transcending the traditional divides of

science versus art and qualitative versus quantitative.

Within the RMB programme, the students will spend the second half of the second semester
at the University of Lisbon, where they study contents regarding the academic focus on
Modernism and housing, architecture and sustainable development, environmental design
and users’ behaviour in buildings, building technology and general assessment of buildings
in use, and theory of reuse and building.

e University of Belgrade: Founded in 1808, the University of Belgrade consists of 31 faculties,
11 research institutes, 13 University centres, the Computer Center and the University Library
with more than 3,500,000 volumes. Offering more than 350 study programs to approximately
100,000 students, it is the largest university in the Southeast of Europe. Establishing,
strengthening, and developing cooperation with universities in Serbia, Europe and the world,
as well as with international organizations dealing with higher education is one of the main
objectives of the University. The University of Belgrade actively supports the strategy of in-
ternationalization, participates in international exchange programs with over 200 universities,
as well as in European projects. About 1,000 outgoing and incoming students, teachers and
non-teaching staff take part in international exchanges annually. The Faculty of Architecture
has experts in the field of Architectural and Urban Design and its three Departments - Archi-
tecture, Urbanism, and Architectural Technologies. It is strongly devoted to establishing an
academic and creative working environment which encourages professionalism and intellec-

tual exchange of ideas and opinions through 25 laboratories.

Within the RMB programme, the students will spend the whole third semester at the Univer-
sity of Belgrade, where they study contents regarding the academic focus on history of
Modernism in southeast Europe, urban morphology, building performance simulation and

verification and structural systems, and construction techniques of modernist buildings.

2 Profile of the Study Programme

The adaptive reuse of buildings has been the subject of considerable attention by the end of the 20™"
century. To support the reuse building industry in residential environments, including housing, com-
munity buildings and facilities (e.g., schools, healthcare), factual input with measurable, controllable

data on spatial, functional, environmental, social, and historical quality and cost efficiency is highly
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needed. Many tools, services, product solutions, and design strategies have been developed in dif-
ferent parts of Europe to meet specific needs and concerns, building codes and legislation, and to
support geographic and demographic conditions. Since the experiences and approaches are differ-
ent in each country, the new study programme seeks to collect existing national and international

results from different regions in Europe in order to develop new transnational teaching material.

The joint master programme RMB is a second cycle master course addressing students all over the
world with a bachelor’s degree equivalent to 180 ECTS credits in the fields of architecture, interior
architecture landscape architecture, conservation, heritage, and civil engineering. The two-year
master programme amounts to 120 ECTS credits. Successful completion of the programme leads
to the academic degree Master of Science (M.Sc.) which is jointly awarded by all consortium part-

ners.

The first intake of students is scheduled for September 2023 with an initial number of 15 students
that can be extended to a maximum of 20.

The joint administration, organisation and conduction of the programme will be ensured by a coop-
eration agreement, a joint examination regulation as well as jointly drafted processes for admission,

selection, recognition, and quality assurance.
In the drafted cooperation agreement, the consortium agrees on the following finalities:

e “The students learn to deal with heritage and reuse issues in a self-conscious, methodologi-
cal clear and respectful way. They will approach the topic of conservation, transformation,
and reuse from a broad perspective, including spatial patterns, cultural heritage, climate and
construction principles, social and technical evaluation, and the monitoring of built spaces.
They have a holistic, multidisciplinary view and knowledge on reuse, but in the end, will be
specialists as well because of the RMB specific focus on the field of Modernist Architecture

Heritage.

e Students will be able to develop further on individual basis their gained knowledge on the
issue of reuse of modernist buildings, and by doing so, contribute the improvement/develop-
ment of the reuse theme. They can solve independently and in a responsible manner com-
plex assignments in the field of heritage and reuse, in design practice as in science and

research.

e Through the helicopter view on reuse on a European scale, and the international collabora-
tions between students and teachers during the master course, RMB graduates will be very
well prepared for the European job market. Through the application of distant learning and
designing skills in project-based learning during their RMB master, students are very well
equipped for contemporary working practices of “Footloose” offices with collaborators in dif-

ferent geographical locations. They combine a high sensitivity for local conditions with a
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broad experience and knowledge of international best practices, and cooperative, effective

working skills.”

The programme aims at opening employment perspectives in architectural offices, heritage offices,
construction companies and Public Services. The RMB Master Course does not allow to register as

architect.

To achieve these objectives, students have to complete successfully all modules of the programme.
According to their special expertise, each partner offers certain modules focusing on different as-

pects of the programme. This results in a dense mobility scheme:

The first semester is taught in the northwest of Europe: The first half of the semester in Antwerp
(University of Antwerp), Belgium, and the second half in Detmold (TH-OWL), Germany.

The second semester is taught in the southwest of Europe: The first half of the semester in Coimbra
(University of Coimbra) and the second half in Lisbon (University of Lisbon), both in Portugal. Half
semesters result in a duration of seven to eight weeks at one study location.

The third semester is taught in the southeast of Europe, in Belgrade (University of Belgrade), Serbia.

Students spend the fourth semester at one of the partner universities for their thesis, depending on
the topic. Each University shall receive a similar number of students. The RMB programme is con-
cluded at the end of the fourth semester through an Academic Examination leading to the master’s
degree. This exam is the result of a research that can take the form of a dissertation or of a design

project work.

3  Assessment per Standard

3.1 Eligibility: Status, Joint Design and Delivery, Cooperation Agreement

The institutions that offer a joint programme should be recognised as higher education institutions by the rele-
vant authorities of their countries. Their respective national legal frameworks should enable them to participate
in the joint programme and, if applicable, to award a joint degree. The institutions awarding the degree(s)
should ensure that the degree(s) belong to the higher education degree systems of the countries in which they

are based.

The joint programme should be offered jointly, involving all cooperating institutions in the design and delivery

of the programme.

The terms and conditions of the joint programme should be laid down in a cooperation agreement. The agree-

ment should in particular cover the following issues:

- Denomination of the degree(s) awarded in the programme
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- Coordination and responsibilities of the partners involved regarding management and financial organisation

(including funding, sharing of costs and income etc.)
- Admission and selection procedures for students
- Mobility of students and teachers

- Examination regulations, student assessment methods, recognition of credits and degree awarding proce-

dures in the consortium.

Description:
All universities of the consortium are public universities.

The degree awarded in RMB is a jointly awarded Master of Science (M.Sc., Joint Degree) within the
Erasmus Mundus Master Course. The completion of the curriculum is rewarded by a Joint Master
Degree diploma detailing both the common and specialised curriculum, signed by all members of
the consortium. According to the information provided within the self-evaluation report, the respective
national laws in Higher Education enable all five universities to award a Master of Science jointly. A
transcript of records describing curriculum contents and the academic contribution of the institutions

as well as a joint diploma supplement are delivered to each graduate.

A consortium committee consisting of 5 members jointly supervises the degree programme. The TH-
OWL provides the chairperson and takes an overall coordinating role. The other partner universities

provide each one member (programme director) for the consortium committee (examination board).

The consortium committee (examination board) acts as local coordinators during the mobility se-
mesters at the respective university. The chairperson will liaise with the other committee members
from the consortium partners on all curriculum, assessment, student progression and quality issues.
This is outlined in the drafted cooperation agreement accordingly. The TH-OWL will also host the
central exam office and facilitates the ILIAS platform for coordinating, communicative, and manage-
ment actions. The consortium committee will ensure that the RMB programme is consistent with the

aims and objectives declared.

The cooperation of the consortium partners has already been tested in the RMB pilot project that will
continue in the RMB study programme. To formalise the responsibilities, the partners will sign a
partnership agreement once the study programme undergoes the application process for an Eras-
mus Mundus Master. The drafted cooperation agreement nominates scope and nature of the coop-
eration as well as the jointly awarded degree. Furthermore, it includes information on the responsi-

bilities regarding management and financial organisation.

Assessment:

All partner institutions are registered public higher education institutions (HEIs). The panel trusts the

nominated national laws for higher education grant eligibility for awarding the joint degree. For the
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final decision these laws need to be attached to the application for accreditation; the respective

passages should be highlighted and translated into English.

The joint programme is built on a strong network, which already had the opportunity to build and
improve its jointness through its previous experience in the joint RMB project within the framework
of an Erasmus+ Strategic partnership. This helped four of the five partners to learn how to work
together and lead to the preparation of the master programme, including the development of neces-
sary processes, such as admission criteria, pedagogical methods, exams regulations, course con-
tent, etc. This “testing-phase” may guarantee smooth relations between partners, who are already
used to work together and who had the time to identify which added value each could bring to the
implementation of the RMB joint master.

Jointness is also reflected in the way the RMB Consortium is built. It involves partners with comple-
mentary profiles on an academic point of view and a good geographic balance. Each partner brings
a specificity: Belgrade and Lisbon focus on technical aspects, e.g. building performance simulation
for Belgrade, sustainable development and building technology for Lisbon; Antwerp provides aspects
on heritage studies, TH-OWL on urban/landscape design, and Coimbra on social aspects. This list,

of course, only shows few examples.

The broad geographic balance allows to cover different ways modernism has been implemented
throughout Europe: Northern Europe with Germany and Belgium, Southern Europe with Portugal,
and Eastern Europe with Serbia, while the topic in itself (modernism in buildings) is international.
Gathering these various aspects of modernism allowed a joint design of the programme, each insti-
tution bringing on the one hand the regional aspect of modernism, and on the other hand, each
having complementarity in the approaches (some more technical, some more “social sciences ori-

ented”).

The mobility scheme designed for the students makes them study in each of the partner universities,
either for a half or a full semester, which ensures a joint and quite balanced delivery of the pro-

gramme, since each partner will host all students at a certain point.

The good quality of jointness may also be explained by the fact that four of the five partner universi-
ties run other joint degrees in the framework of Erasmus Mundus (Coimbra, Lisbon, Antwerp, Bel-
grade). These institutions are therefore used, even at the administrative staff level, to work together

with other partner universities in a coordinated way.

The self-report and its annexes showed a well-prepared consortium that has reflected on many
points in a quite extensive way, such as admission and selection procedures for the students or
examination regulations. The review panel considers especially the examination regulation very well
detailed and very thorough, since it includes even aspects that are often left behind (such as the

guestion of retakes). It details admission conditions, language level requirements, retakes, grade
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conversion (based on a grade conversion table), modes of examination and even presents the tasks
of the “Overarching examination committee” which is an additional element of the jointness of the

programme.

The same level of precision and detail is achieved for the admission and selection procedure, even
if some elements need to be updated if the Consortium wants to meet the Erasmus Mundus Master
Degree criteria (e.g. restriction of 10 % of scholarship holders with the same nationality applies to all
nationalities, for the whole funding period, not only to the nationalities of the Consortium University

for each cohort).

The Consortium Agreement mentions the denomination of the degree awarded in the programme
and clearly specifies that RMB graduates may not register as architects. It also addresses the finan-
cial redistribution between the partners (even if the two annexes A and B mentioned in the core text
are missing). The responsibilities of each partner in terms of management is mentioned, but not in a
detailed manner. The admission and selection procedure is only mentioned shortly in the Consortium
Agreement, but is on the other hand very well detailed in the Admission and Selection Regulations.
The mobility scheme of the students is only outlined vaguely in the Consortium Agreement. The
Examination regulations and student assessment methods are not mentioned in the Consortium
Agreement but are very thoroughly detailed in the Examination Regulations. The same applies for

the recognition of credits and degree awarding procedures.

Resulting from the impression the panel gained during the discussions, the timeline for signing the
cooperation agreement and publishing all documents has seemingly not been clarified yet. Due to
the fact that the programme will undergo an Erasmus Mundus application process before taking in
the first students, there is no urgency in these matters yet. The review panel does however assume,
that not only all documents but also all processes will be communicated adequately to potential

students of the programme. The panel trusts that the consortium agrees on a suitable timeline.
The panel concludes that the standard for the cooperation agreement is not fulfilled and needs to be
amended accordingly. Furthermore, the panel trusts that the cooperation agreement will be signed
prior to the first recruitment of students.
Conclusion:
The panel concludes that the standard is not fulfilled.
e The cooperation agreement needs to cover the following issues:
o Admission and selection procedures for students
o Mobility scheme of students and teachers

o Examination regulations, student assessment methods, recognition of credits and de-
gree awarding procedures in the consortium.
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3.2 Learning Outcomes [ESG 1.2]

The intended learning outcomes should align with the corresponding level in the Framework for Qualifications
in the European Higher Education Area (FQ-EHEA), as well as the applicable national qualifications frame-

work(s).

The intended learning outcomes should comprise knowledge, skills, and competencies in the respective dis-
ciplinary field(s).

The programme should be able to demonstrate that the intended learning outcomes are achieved.

If relevant for the specific joint programme, the minimum agreed training conditions specified in the European

Union Directive 2005/36/EC, or relevant common trainings frameworks established under the Directive, should

be taken into account.

Description:

The intended learning outcomes described in the Examination Regulations have been designed to
match the framework for higher education qualification (Level 7) on a National and European level.
The RMB outcomes are placed in a Matrix to compare them with the national qualifications in the
partner countries and the European qualifications.

According to 8§ 2 of the Examination Regulations,

“(1) The objective of the degree programme is that students will obtain deep and qualified academic
expertise and knowledge of procedures of a conceptual / design, technical / constructive and me-
thodical kind in the areas of building conversion and reuse of modernist buildings, following an initial
university diploma which entitles them to enter into a career. The programme brings together tech-
nical aspects from interior architecture, monument preservation, landscape and urban development,
as well as building technology and construction related to building conversion and reuse of modernist
buildings in a holistic manner. Students will be empowered to further develop these areas of exper-
tise on their own and to solve complex problems both in practice and on an academic level through
research and development, integrating qualified constructive / design, technical and methodological
skills and knowledge. The European and international character of the RMB Joint Master’s program
prepares students for an international and interdisciplinary career field, as well as for teamwork

based on a broad spectrum of expertise.

(2) In particular, the Master's degree program is designed to empower graduates to work inde-
pendently in academic research and development and complete a Ph.D. If desired. Furthermore,
successfully completing the degree programme will enable students to enter senior civil service po-

sitions.

(3) The Master’s examination is designed to determine whether the student has obtained a deep
level of professional expertise, and whether they are able to independently solve complex problems

based on academic expertise and methods. “
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RMB prepares for positions in the following professional fields:

e Consultant designer support in dealing with reuse of modernist build in architecture, heritage,

urban design, and landscape design offices,

e Specialist on Technical support in dealing with reuse of modernist build heritage contractor

companies,
e Reuse specialist in modern buildings’ intervention sites,

e Reuse specialist in international, national and local administration bodies and in offices re-

lated to management, programming, and architectural modernist build heritage,

e Specialist in museology and museography of modernist architecture, urban design, and land-

scape,

e Successful completion of the programme qualifies graduates for the higher civil service and

for a doctorate at a scientific college or University.

The aim of the RMB is a practice-oriented and interdisciplinary scientific qualification that - based on
a first planning and/or humanities related degree - enables students to work in the fields of design,

planning, heritage studies and production of neighbourhoods, buildings or building elements.

In thirteen subject modules - before the thesis - a broad spectrum of theoretical-scientific content is
taught and practised in interdisciplinary and practice-oriented study projects. The subject-specific
learning objectives and the competences to be imparted in the individual modules and units are

described in the module handbook.

The consortium describes the RMB programme as scientifically based and research oriented. In
accordance with the formulated qualification objectives, it imparts both subject-specific and interdis-

ciplinary (job-related) competences in all modules.

The study programme is intended to enable students to plan and execute, or monitor and operate,
guarters, buildings, supporting structures and components as well as the associated upstream con-
ceptual and planning measures in a holistic, resource-saving manner and under the aspect of pro-
cess optimisation. In addition to the acquisition of current theoretical competences, the focus of most

modules is on dealing with relevant topics and task areas from everyday professional practice.

In the RMB programme, methodological skills are accordingly deepened in a goal-oriented manner,
both scientifically and practically. In cooperation with companies, authorities, cultural settings and
planning offices, excursions, plant visits and internships contribute to an additional deepening of
subject-specific competences. Students are also provided with a sound knowledge base on current
and new technologies and findings. Interdisciplinary cooperation is an essential part of the Master's

programme, which is addressed and practised through interdisciplinary group work within the
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framework of integrative projects (design studios) as well as through networking in the basic subjects

(theory and fundamentals) and tools and methods (specialised skills).

The students should be enabled to independently and responsibly develop individual solutions ap-
propriate to the respective task in terms of design, construction and monument preservation, in co-
ordination with the client, user and planning team and to control the planning and realisation process

at the interfaces of the project participants.

In many modules, project work takes place in small groups, in which students with different academic
first degrees work together in interdisciplinary teams and acquire comprehensive communication
and presentation skills. These skills are closely linked to the acquisition of social and intercultural
skills. Team and communication skills, working together in interdisciplinary groups, project-oriented
work, intercultural sensitivity, etc. are competences that are promoted by the specific, integrated and

international structure of the degree programme.

The RMB programme does not qualify students to take up a regulated profession.

Assessment:

The programme aims at opening employment perspectives in architectural offices, heritage offices,
construction companies and Public Services. This contributes to the support of the reuse building

industry in many fields.

The designed learning outcomes align with the corresponding level in the Framework for Qualifica-
tions in the European Higher Education Area. Applicable national qualification frameworks were con-
sidered adequately. They comprise knowledge, skills, and competencies in the respective discipli-
nary fields and are well reflected in the intended learning outcomes of the modules. However, in
some cases the course catalogue describes the intended competencies on module level more like
contents rather than competencies. Therefore, the aspired learning outcomes are not fully formu-
lated in a consistent and competence-oriented manner, including the description of the design stu-
dios. The review panel considers the revision of the learning objectives in the following modules as

necessary.
The programme design and contents are very well suited to achieve the intended objectives.

Key competencies, especially international, intercultural, and interdisciplinary skills, as well as self-

organization, responsibility and autonomy are intensely taken into consideration.

Overall, the review panel wishes to suggest a sharpening of the profile by strengthening the technical

know-how, for example in the fields of civil engineering and materials science (see chapter 3.3).

Conclusion:

The panel concludes that the standard is not fulfilled.
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e The course catalogue must reflect the aspired learning outcomes consistently and in a com-

petence-oriented manner.

3.3 Study Programme [ESG 1.2]

The structure and content of the curriculum should be fit to enable the students to achieve the intended learning

outcomes.

The European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) should be applied properly and the distribution of credits should

be clear.

A joint bachelor programme will typically amount to a total student workload of 180-240 ECTS-credits; a joint
master programme will typically amount to 90-120 ECTS-credits and should not be less than 60 ECTS-credits
at second cycle level (credit ranges according to the FQ-EHEA); for joint doctorates there is no credit range

specified.

The workload and the average time to complete the programme should be monitored.

Description:

According to the study schedule (Annex 1 of the Examination Regulations), the RMB programme
contains 25 modules all of which award ECTS credits ranging between 3 and 6 per module. For the
Master’s thesis 30 ECTS credits are awarded.

According to 8 5 (2) of the Examination Regulations, "students must obtain 120 credits in their man-
datory and elective areas, including the Master's thesis and associated presentation with colloquium.

A single credit is based on between 25 and 30 hours of work.*

The study cycle is organised according to geographical areas and pedagogical themes. Each se-
mester focuses on the European territory the universities that coordinate the unit's programme are
located in. Design studios as a workshop format link the curricula of the universities. In the first,
second and third semester, the design studio starts with a two-week workshop that may include a
study trip. In the fourth semester, an international colloquium will be organised to share the peda-
gogical experiences and the research achievements. During summer break, students may attend an
internship in architectural offices and institutions, offices of architecture, interior architecture, or her-

itage.

Parallel to the design studios as the core of the teaching program, accompanying modules provide
lectures and seminars on specialised subjects, both general information and specialised information
based on regional and national contexts in history, climate, legislation, and culture, thus providing

information and skills that can directly be used in the design studios and in the thesis.

Within the course of the RMB programme, special emphasis is placed on the students' project- and

practice-related group work. The study results are preferably presented in the form of presentations
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or reports. A comparison on previous consecutive and advanced study programmes has shown that
the consistently very high motivation of students who have consciously and specifically decided to

apply for a master’s programme positively affects their attitude to work.

In semester 1 to 3, the contents are taught in the form of 7 weeks blocks, splitting each semester in
two halves. The combination of the different module parts over the three semesters form continuous
lines of coherent content in the fields History of Modernism, Reuse Theory, Environmental Design,

Urban Space, and Design Studios.

The first semester focuses on fundamental knowledge on modernism and the specifics of modernism

in the Northwest of Europe.

In the first study phase in Antwerp, the curriculum offers the following contents within four modules:
history of modernism, concept, styles, society, heritage, reuse theory, principles of monument
preservation and reuse, legislation, cultural aspects of reuse, the principles of sustainable building
and reuse, monitoring and parameters for sustainability. Two of the four modules are practice-ori-

ented and comprise visiting and observing buildings and areas.

The second study phase in Detmold comprises three modules. The students start working with case
studies and analyse building typologies in modernism and their adaptability of and potentials for
reuse, a preparation to be put to practise in the design studios. The working method is experimental,
problem-based learning. They practice research in archives and databases as well as free ground
floor plans with a focus on interior design and actively use modernist concepts in a restoration/ren-

ovation project with the whole building (interior, exterior, wider context) in focus.

This first semester also serves to bring the students, who have acquired their first university degree
in different disciplines, to the same professional level, to eliminate deficits and at the same time to

introduce them to an interdisciplinary approach and working method.

In the second semester, the focus shifts from conceptual and building object scale to the scale of
the neighbourhood, urban planning, social aspects of modernity and the role of current and future

users.

The five modules of the study phase in Coimbra as well as the three modules in Lisbon focus on the
concepts of modernity and the active use of these concepts in a reuse design project. The accom-
panying special-skill modules support this focus with practising of skill for participatory methodolo-
gies and evaluation of the role of the user in defining new uses through monitoring user behaviour,
energy use and potentials for new user groups and the effect of this on the design process and

results.

The six modules of the third semester in Belgrade are designed to deepen the knowledge on the
specific topic of housing within modernism. They integrate conceptual, social, urban and landscape
design and typological aspects in a holistic view on modernism through the subject of housing as
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well as technological aspects of building construction components, such as energy, statics, adapta-
bility. The final design project again is built up in two parts: The first part focuses on a specific aspect
of designing in existing buildings, namely the building itself as a sketchbook, designing on a one to
one scale in the building itself, and current and future users. The last design studio is meant for

students to define the initial topic and focus for their thesis project.

A pre-course to the thesis will be structured as a workshop focused on developing the students’
research project. Each session will explore one theme, as leitmotiv for presentation and critic of
student work. Professors or researchers will bring case studies for discussion and comparison with
students’ proposals. Students develop a trajectory for including objectives, timeframe, methods for
their thesis project and the location. The workshop is a closure of the third semester and can be

attended in presence or online.

In the fourth semester, an individual topic is dealt with in the Master's thesis and a personal focus is
set. The content of the thesis can be developed from the design studios, or the papers written and
designed in other modules. The Master's thesis can also be co-supervised by a university lecturer
from one of the international partner universities or a suitably qualified supervisor from practice as a

co-lecturer.

Master's theses often take place in cooperation with external partners from science and industry.
The research orientation is further supported by the targeted integration of scientific discourse and
the use of external experts during conferences, symposia, and workshops. The ability to work sci-
entifically is acquired through research and the preparation of scientific texts in individual modules
from the first semester onwards. In addition to basic theoretical methodological knowledge specifi-
cally in the field of reuse, active conference participation, lectures and poster presentations
strengthen involvement in current scientific discussion. Graduates are thus enabled for further sci-

entific work, e.g. in the context of a doctorate or research work in companies.

Assessment:

The RMB programme addresses students not only from different countries but also from different
backgrounds of expertise: Architecture, Interior Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Urban Design,
Architectural Engineering, Humanities (Conservation Science, Cultural Heritage, Architecture His-
tory). A joint design studio in the first semester seeks to achieve a common basis for all students,
which the review panel considers a suitable approach that needs constant monitoring since students
from the different disciplines of Architecture, Urban Design, or Civil Engineering provide very different
backgrounds from e.g. Conservation Science or Cultural Heritage. The review panel praises the fact
that the planned studio operation using the '‘workshop methodology' offers the opportunity to perceive

other perspectives of international students as enrichment.
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The concept of the master's programme RMB is generally regarded to be fit to meet the set goals.
Both the examination system and the workload indicate that the programme can be successfully
completed within the standard period of study. However, minor adjustments to the curriculum and

therefore the teaching standards seem necessary.

The programme seeks to give the students in-depth and qualified scientific knowledge and skills in
design and its methodologies in the field of reuse of modernist buildings. It is designed to lead to a
RMB master’s degree that is aimed at academic specialisation based upon research, innovation or
expansion of professional competences and critical awareness of knowledge issues in the field of
reuse. History, Reuse, Environmental Design, Urban, Design, Typology, Research and Assessment
are considered to be a good basic classification. However, the weighting of the overall teaching
contents could be more focused on technical know-how. Whilst the general holistic learning and
teaching approach to the topic of conservation and transformation including spatial planning and
cultural heritage is very well represented in the course, the intended outcome of specialist knowledge
is less traceable. Technical aspects such as climate and construction principles as well as tools of
technical evaluation that lead to specialist knowledge seem underrepresented in the programme.
Working with (external) experts within a laboratory environment, that are familiar to scientific meth-
ods providing measurable, controllable data on environmental, technical and material issues could
be strengthened within the curriculum. Since the review panel cannot detect the areas of civil engi-
neering and materials science within the course catalogue, a revision of the curriculum for adequate
consideration seems necessary. The same applies for legal issues the students may face in the

profession.

Overall, the modules represent sensibly structured learning units with a well-suited system of as-
sessment. The ECTS is applied consistently throughout the whole programme, and the contribution
of each consortium partner is clearly outlined and defines a specific role within the curriculum. Stu-
dent diversity is adequately taken into account in the curricular design, organisation, forms of teach-

ing and learning.

Conclusion:

The panel concludes that the standard is not met.

”

e The curriculum must contain the learning contents “Building materials”, “Construction basics”
as well as research training in legal issues to show a balanced approach regarding the profile

of the study programme.

3.4 Admission and Recognition [ESG 1.4]

The admission requirements and selection procedures should be appropriate in light of the programme’s level

and discipline.
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Recognition of qualifications and of periods of studies (including recognition of prior learning) should be applied

in line with the Lisbon Recognition Convention and subsidiary documents.

Description:

The application process consists of two steps. First, applicants will have to complete and submit the
application via the German online system Uni-Assist, which will be accessible through a link on the
RMB website. Uni-assist evaluates applications by international student applicants for 180 German
universities. They evaluate the student’s certificates on formal criteria and forward these to the TH-
OWL, the coordinating partner institution. Applicants fill out the online application form, indicate if
they are applying for an Erasmus Scholarship and include required documents in pdf format (relevant
certificates and transcripts of previous studies, proof of relevant experience in the field, portfolio of

relevant works for architects, all documents must be in English).

Upon registration, the application will be processed by the RMB Consortium Committee. The se-
lected candidates have to send all required documents to the RMB coordinating university (TH-OWL)

in hard copy by post. The coordinating university will issue an acknowledgment of receipt.

8 4 of the Examination Regulations stipulate the applicable requirements for study and entrance

restrictions. According to § 4 (1), students must

“1. verify that they have completed a Bachelor's or diploma examination, or in exceptional cases
another final examination, in an engineering or planning sciences degree program such as Architec-
ture, Interior Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Urban Design, Architectural Engineering, Hu-
manities (Conservation Science, Cultural Heritage, Architecture History) with a standard programme
length of at least six semesters (180 credits),

2. verify that they have special suitability for the Master's degree programme in RMB according to

the aptitude admission, selection and assessment regulations.

3. All applicants who did not obtain their university entrance qualification at an English-speaking
institution must submit verification of their fluency in English, verified [specific] tests or certificates,

with the minimum score / minimum result stated [...]."

According to § 4 (2), the joint examination committee will determine whether the requirement of the

special suitability is fulfilled.

The process of recognition of qualifications and periods of studies (including recognition of prior
learning) follows the Lisbon Recognition Convention and subsidiary documents. It is part of the Gen-
eral Examination Regulations (8§ 10) of the TH-OWL.

¢ Examination results obtained in degree programmes at other state or state-recognised uni-
versities are recognised upon request as long as there is no significant difference concerning

the skills acquired to the achievements replaced.
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e Upon request, other knowledge and qualifications can be recognised based on submitted
documents if this knowledge and these qualifications are equivalent in terms of content and

level to the examination performances they are to replace.

e The examination board decides on recognition as defined in the exam regulations, in cases

of doubt, after consulting the examiners responsible for the modules.

e |tis the responsibility of the requesting person to provide the required information concerning
the achievement to be recognised. The documents must contain evidence supporting the
statements made about the obtained examination performances and other knowledge and
qualifications to be recognised. In addition, when transferring credits, the relevant degree
programme examination regulation, the respective module description and the individual
Transcript of Records or similar document must be submitted, and a Learning Agreement if
available. The examination board’s responsibility is to prove that an application as per para-
graphs 1 and 2 does not meet the recognition requirements. As defined in paragraphs 1 and
2, decisions must be made at the latest within 8 weeks after the examination board’s sub-

mission of all application documents.

o Based on recognition as defined in paragraph 1, the University can and, if an application has
been made, must place the applicant into an academic semester whose number results from
the amount of ECTS credits acquired through the recognition in proportion to the overall
number of the ECTS credits that can potentially be acquired in the RMB programme. If the
digit after the decimal point is less than five, the result is rounded down to the nearest whole
semester. Otherwise, the number is rounded up. The examination board is responsible for
placement into a higher academic semester. In case of doubt, the examination board decides

after consulting the examiners responsible for the modules.

e If academic and examination performances are recognised and transferred, the grades —
assuming that the grade systems are comparable — must be carried over and used to calcu-
late the overall grade. If the grade systems are not comparable, the note “passed” is carried
over. If the recognition of the achievements is declined, a decision must be issued concerning

this, including its reasons.

¢ Examination results and their credits may only be recognised once within a degree pro-

gramme.

Assessment:

The RMB programme addresses students not only from different countries but also from different
backgrounds of expertise: Architecture, Interior Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Urban Design,

Architectural Engineering, Humanities (Conservation Science, Cultural Heritage, Architecture His-

tory).
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The documentation that has been submitted for the process of accreditation explains admission
requirements and selection procedures in detail. The panel considers the admission requirements
as appropriate with regard to the level and discipline of the curriculum as well as regarding the as-

pired learning objectives.

Resulting from the impression the panel gained during the discussions, the timeline for the student
application process has seemingly not been clarified yet. Due to the fact that the programme will
undergo an Erasmus Mundus application process before taking in the first students, there is no ur-
gency in these matters yet. The review panel does however assume, that not only all documents but
also all processes will be communicated adequately to potential students of the programme.

During the discussions, special attention was dedicated to the application process, which is pre-
sented in a concise and clear manner. Recognition regulations mainly apply in the case of expected
applicants who obtained competencies in other degree programmes at state or state-recognised
universities as well as other knowledge and qualifications which can be recognised based on sub-
mitted documents (if this knowledge and these qualifications are equivalent in terms of content and
level to the examination performances they are to replace). The process of recognition of qualifica-
tions and periods of studies (including recognition of prior learning) follows the Lisbon Recognition
Convention and subsidiary documents and is adequately described in the General Examination Reg-

ulations.

Procedures of how to transfer ECTS credits and grades are well explained. The review panel does
not doubt that the admission process and procedures will be applied consistently and transparently.
It therefore concludes, that admission requirements and selection procedures are appropriate in light

of the programme’s level and discipline.

Since the joint examination board is the decision-making body as defined in the Examination Regu-
lations and the admission procedure follows the process outlined in the jointly stipulated Admission
and Selection Process, the process of application and recognition can be recognized as a joint pro-
cess (see also chapter).

Conclusion:

The panel concludes that the standard is met.

3.5 Learning, Teaching and Assessment [ESG 1.3]

The programme should be designed to correspond with the intended learning outcomes, and the learning and
teaching approaches applied should be adequate to achieve those. The diversity of students and their needs
should be respected and attended to, especially in view of potential different cultural backgrounds of the stu-

dents.
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The examination regulations and the assessment of the achieved learning outcomes should correspond with

the intended learning outcomes. They should be applied consistently among partner institutions.

Description:

In order to motivate students to participate actively and to achieve optimal results, the RMB pro-
gramme uses different formats for teaching, learning and assessing. According to the information of
the consortium partners, these formats are tailored to the content and learning goals of the respective

modules, taking the principles of problem-based learning as a binding element.

o All learning activities are contextualised to a larger problem;

The students are supported in developing ownership for the overall problem or task;
e The tasks designed for the students are authentic;

e The nature of the tasks and the environment reflect the demands of possible employment

after finishing the RMB master;

e The students are given the freedom to design not only the results but also the working pro-
gress;

e The learning environment supports and challenges the students’ thinking (different locations,
areas, countries, and cultures and working in actual existing buildings, i. e. in workshops and

buildings subject to the given assignment);

e Students are supported and challenged to think in alternatives, change their perspective, and

test alternative perspectives and options;
e Learning contents, results, and processes are reflected.

Due to the character of the RMB programme, students will spend only limited time at the different
study locations. The maximum number of 20 students is a limiting factor regarding the range of
elective courses offered in the programme. However, blended learning possibilities have been avail-
able and were tested across the partner institutions to offer a solution for custom made learning
paths and options for delivery and assessment forms. Different pedagogical methods and special
attention for different cultural backgrounds, as well as gender-specific aspects of learning and teach-
ing, have been developed and tested in a three-year trial of the RMB project. The study programme
has been designed as a specialised study programme on the reuse of modernist buildings, and

students can choose from the module programme the master has to offer.

The examination regulations of RMB regulate the assessment of the achieved learning outcomes.
They provide the legal framework and are applied consistently among the partner institutions. The
RMB examination regulations were designed to provide a fair and transparent assessment proce-

dure in which possible complaints procedures are also considered.
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Students receive a list with criteria for assessment and evaluation upon entering a module; assess-
ment is carried out by a minimum of two examiners and in most modules in the presence of fellow

students.

According to the module handbook, the assessment methods contain written papers and exams,
presentations, case studies, individual and workgroup projects, visuals, and models. Examination
forms for most modules and all studios are presenting a paper or a design. The papers produced in
one of the initial modules can continue, a more in-depth investigation and elaboration in a successive
module. Only the modules that require the reproduction of specific, exact information have a written

exam to prove the acquired knowledge.

Since the grading system in the partner countries differ, § 7 of the examination regulations ensures
a consistent process of converting grades into the national grading systems of the partner countries
by providing a transfer table. § 8 (2, 3) stipulates, that “Examinations which the student does not
pass may be repeated a maximum of three times. Repeat examinations may also be completed at
partner universities. They will be graded by testers at the partner university offering the exam. If the
student does not pass their Master's thesis with associated presentation and colloquium, this may

be repeated one time.*

Assessment:

The assessment methods are clearly described in the examination regulations and fully stated in the
course catalogue, containing written papers and exams presentations, case studies, individual and
workgroup projects, visuals, and models. The panel finds that the forms of examination within a
module generally correspond well with the described learning tasks. Students receive a list with
criteria for assessment and evaluation upon entering a module which makes the assessment pro-

cess very transparent.

The conversion of assessment results and grades into the national grading systems of the partner
countries follows clearly set rules. The template suggests a distinction between five grades from very
good, good, satisfactory, sufficient to not sufficient. The translation into the schedule into the national
grading systems of the partner countries appears to be comprehensible and plausible and makes

the process transparent.

The examination regulations provide an adequate legal framework and ensure consistent application
among the partner institutions. According to § 7 of the Examination Regulations an overarching ex-
amination committee is assigned for the organization of the examinations. Since this committee con-
sists of a representative from each partner university, a joint delivery and coordination is ensured.
Agreements on how often this panel meets will be established before the study programme is imple-

mented.
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In 8§ 18 (2, 3) of the Examination Regulations, it is specified that the Master’s thesis will be evaluated
by four examiners. Beside the involvement of an external examiner, the review panel considers the
nomination of examiners from more than one partner institution to be advisably. The written part of
the Master’s thesis with presentation and colloquium is assessed as a unit and the examiners consult

before determining the grade offering a good opportunity for a regular exchange.

The types of courses, such as project work, seminar-based teaching, exercises or seminars offered
in the course of study are considered appropriate for reaching the desired competencies. The mix of
individual and group work appears to be appropriate. Individual work offers a good opportunity to
close possible gaps in a student’s knowledge (prior knowledge) in a particular subject area. The core
of the courses seemingly lies in the ‘workshop methodology’ with personal supervision of the stu-
dents in the "design classes". This typical form of supervision is a very time-consuming and person-
nel-intensive form of teaching which usually brings a high quality of results. Particularly where stu-
dents move frequently from university to university it is vital that these ‘design studios’ work well on
an operational level. Due to the character of the RMB programme, students will spend only limited
time at the different study locations. Since the programme is fixed to a tight schedule, the flexibility
within the given structure is very limited. However, the panel considers elective courses as important
for students’ professional and personal development. Especially with respect to the different back-
ground of the students, a number of elective courses could be provided via distance learning in order
to establish a common level amongst the students as well as to provide flexibility in the programme.
Therefore, the review panel recommends considering the adaption of blended-learning solutions,
which might also provide relieve to the delivery of the demanding study programme, also regarding
the intense mobility scheme. These teaching formats could also be implemented upon special need,
for example when a frequent change of location is additionally restricted due to unforeseen circum-
stances. The review panel sees further benefit for the joint delivery of learning contents in a joint
offer of certain courses (like an introduction course or a final course), regardless of physical location.

Of course, special teaching and learning formats depend on separate funding.

At the same time the review panel understands that the consideration for an Erasmus Mundus Joint
Master must take into consideration the criteria established by the European Commission, including
the physical mobility of students. The panel acknowledges that the RMB programme already in-
cludes three online courses according to the module catalogue, but recommends further discussion

on this issue.

Overall, the methodologies described in the educational modules are considered adequate.

Conclusion:
The panel concludes that the standard is met.
The panel recommends:
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¢ Since the mobility scheme appears to be very demanding, the panel would like to recommend

considering possibilities of further distance learning options.

e The consortium should outline a timeline for the student application process.

3.6 Student Support [ESG 1.6]

The student support services should contribute to the achievement of the intended learning outcomes. They

should take into account specific challenges of mobile students.

Description:

The RMB programme is split between five locations within the two years programme, requiring stu-
dents to move several times. Therefore, it is essential to secure outstanding backup and support for
RMB students. The international offices (10O) of all consortium partners support the students in differ-
ent aspects and help them find their way in housing, travelling, and legal issues. The |10 of the coor-
dinating partner TH-OWL takes a central role. However, all 10s of the partners have a shared re-
sponsibility, and deal with the local circumstances. All partner institutions have venues, learning
spaces and facilities available for the visiting students and teachers.

Students are free to choose travel means and accommodation, but RMB will suggest itineraries and
make agreements and reservations for RMB staff and students. It is not just on travel issues, but

also on studying, personal matters, health etc., that RMB offers student support.

The TH-OWL International Office supports international students and guests during their stay in

Detmold, mainly regarding the following issues:
¢ finding suitable accommodation,
e planning of the journey to Detmold,
e enrolment at the TH-OWL,
e orientation on campus and in the city (e.g. welcome meeting, city rally, campus tour),

o formalities (e.g. health insurance, registration with the city, formalities for the immigration

office),
¢ German language courses
All information can be found at the website of the |0 TH-OWL.

First contact for all questions on the RMB master regarding visa, travel and accommodation is the
nominated General Coordinator and the Advisor for Outgoing/Incoming at Campus Detmold of the
TH-OWL.
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The TH-OWL student team and its buddy team help international students to find their way around
and acts as the students’ personal contact. They answer questions on various topics such as stud-
ying, student life, and more. All students involved in the student team are completing a Bachelor’s,

Master’s or cooperative doctoral programme at the TH-OWL.

The Central Student Advisory Service of the TH-OWL is an institution that is independent of the
departments and examination offices and offers services for study orientation, during the beginning
and course of studies, as well as when students have doubts about their studies or drop out. It
supports students and prospective students in their decision-making process, always keeping their
individual situations, abilities and goals in mind. Its understanding of counselling is characterised by
a person-centred approach in which openness to results and confidentiality are central matters. It
defines its services as help for self-help to strengthen the decision-making and self-competence of

those seeking advice.

The University of Antwerp supports students in finding accommodation, travelling and legal issues
but also provides other services such as the counselling office or international student housing offic-
ers. All information is accessible on the website of the university.

The University of Belgrade offers extensive support to incoming students of the RMB programme.
The International Relations Office of the University of Belgrade has a crucial role in finding accom-
modation (e. g. in the student dormitory or in one of the two hostels run by the independent institution
“Students’ Centre Belgrade”), travelling and legal issues for all international students. Also, students
are encouraged to contact the Erasmus Students Network Belgrade for help in accommodation is-

Sues.

Being experienced in hosting international students, the University of Coimbra has a special Eras-
mus Mundus office with an appointed contact person. It also offers support by “Mobility buddies”
assigned to every incoming student at the University of Coimbra, who contacts the incoming student
prior to arrival via e-mail and assists the students to arrange accommodation, to find their way around
campus, etc. Mobility Buddies also show exchange students the city, student’s nightlife and may
help in issues like opening a bank account. The International Relations Offices and the Erasmus
Student Network of Coimbra manage this program. A general information sheet as well as the uni-
versities website provides information on contacts for travel, visa, money, insurance, and housing

purposes.

As part of the University of Lisboa, the IST provides extensive information in two pdf for interna-
tional students coming to Lisbon. Furthermore, a General Coordinator as well as an Erasmus+ con-
tact person are designated for the RMB students. The Mobility and International Cooperation Office
of IST supports with administrative and academic procedures for incoming and outgoing students,

assists with visa issues, contracts and scholarships, provides housing services for international
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students and researchers, and organizes events that facilitate the reception and integration of the

students (welcome session, Iday, etc.).

Assessment:

Considering the intense mobility scheme, the review panel concludes that students will need the
support of all universities to a certain extent. During the discussions with the teaching staff and co-
ordinators of the programme, the panel was informed that accommodation will be provided at some
locations, yet not at every location. Regarding the experience with student mobility within the review
panel, even one change of location within a master programme can — depending on home-country
and culture — be very challenging for the students, which occasionally results in a delay of the grad-
uation. Since the consortium partners already host international master’s degrees, they are mostly
aware of possible problems. However, the special challenge in the RMB programme lies in the very
short periods of the students’ staying in one location in the first year of studies. Finding accommo-
dation and getting all required administration issues organised programme for only seven to eight
weeks besides studying a very demanding full-time master before moving to the next location means
very high stress for the students. The panel comes to the conclusion that it would be a great relief to
the students if accommodation would be provided, especially at those locations where the students
only spent seven to eight weeks. This way the students could focus on their studies, even if other
administrative and organisational issues that might be unforeseen would still need to be taken care
of. The current support scheme regarding accommaodation, visa, insurance etc. is therefore not re-

garded as sufficient.

Furthermore, once the organisation is taken care of, students will have to adapt to their new study
locations as quickly and smoothly as possible in order to handle the workload of the programme.
The review panel understands that the consortium is discussing the possibilities of a joint mentoring
programme for the students, which however is not definite yet. The panel wishes to recommend the
timely establishment of a concept for a mentoring programme tailored to the programme require-
ments. Furthermore, students should receive all necessary information on available study spaces
and other needs before arriving at a new study location. A comprehensive guide (online or in form

of a brochure) should be provided accordingly.

The RMB programme describes an intense and compact semester programme. Not only are the
semesters of the first year divided into two halves, it also requires students to move between the
locations within a short period of time. Problems of studyability may arise when students cannot
follow the programme under circumstances that cannot be influenced, such as the Covid-19 pan-
demic, or due to personal circumstances like iliness or changes in the personal situation of the stu-
dents. In order to provide the best possible chances in completing the programme successfully,

elements of flexibility should be made available within the semester schedule. The review panel
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considers elements of distance learning options or hybrid teaching models like blended learning as

a reasonable solution (see chapter 3.5).

Regarding visa requirements, the study programme is expected to have a long period between ac-
ceptance in the programme and the actual start of the studies. The consortium proved itself aware
of this issue and is planning to allow for sufficient time, even if the students may not have finished
their bachelor’s degree by the time of application. Admission under conditions will therefore be pos-

sible.

Since due to the current pandemic the visit of the review panel has only been possible via online-
discussions, the review panel has been able to talk to all status groups of all partner institutions.
Even if the panel could not verify the barrier-free accessibility of all institutions, none of the inter-
viewed status groups have stated any problems.

Finally, the expert group would like to emphasise that continuous monitoring is indispensable, espe-
cially with regard to the special challenges of the international and interdisciplinary student body and
the high mobility within the programme. The review panel sees the need for an especially strong
student support that has to be stated more clearly, especially regarding accommodation issues. The
panel also recognises the high motivation of all university staff involved in the programme and is
very optimistic that the consortium will find constructive solutions well before the start of the pro-

gramme.
Conclusion:

The panel concludes that the standard is not met.

e Due to the high mobility scheme in the programme, the consortium must provide a reliable
concept for student support (e.g. visa, insurance and registration for all study locations) in-

cluding the provision of accommodation.
The panel recommends:

e The consortium should establish a concept for a mentoring programme tailored to the pro-

gramme requirements.

o Before arriving at a study location, the students should receive all necessary information on

available study spaces etc.

3.7 Resources [ESG 1.5 & 1.6]: Staff and Facilities

The staff should be sufficient and adequate (qualifications, professional and international experience) to im-

plement the study programme.

The facilities provided should be sufficient and adequate in view of the intended learning outcomes.
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Description:

The selection of RMB staff is regulated over national procedures and extended with special require-
ments regarding language, working in different cultural circumstances with students from different
cultural backgrounds. Teaching staff for RMB modules is employed by the respective partner uni-
versities and has only a part of their working hours allocated to the RMB programme. The format of
study programme allows new teaching staff a gradual entry into RMB, starting with the participation
in workshops, guest lectures or acting as guest critic before taking responsibility for specific modules
or design studios. All initially planned staff members have participated in the RMB prequel project
and were actively involved with students and external participants in developing the curriculum for
the study programme. A complete list of RMB staff across all partners includes eleven professors,
22 assistant professors, and nine scientific assistants. The majority of professors teaching in the
RMB programme are members of an interdisciplinary research foci in their respective departments

and involved in research projects.

All staff involved in teaching matters are subject to regular assessment and evaluation procedures
and obliged to follow training courses regularly related to the RMB professional content and training
on teaching and learning.

Besides the academic staff, all five universities in this consortium have allocated three non-academic
staff members (25 %) to the RMB programme, namely Higher Technicians for administrative service,
Technical Assistants to attend the students, Technical Assistants to the library service, Operational

Assistant to support the classrooms.

The RMB programme will be conducted in the buildings of the partner universities with access to the
teaching facilities at the following departments: Department of Architecture at the University of Coim-
bra, Department of Civil Engineering and Architecture at IST (University of Lisbon), Faculty of Archi-
tecture at TH-OWL, Faculty of Design Sciences at the University of Antwerp, and Faculty of Archi-

tecture at the University of Belgrade.

The schools of architecture are widely equipped with a print shop/workshop, Offices for teachers,
Meeting room, Research laboratory, Library, Computers Room, Exhibition Room, Students’ Associ-
ation Office, Secretariat Office, Scientific Committee Meeting Room, Department’s Director Office,

Bar. All venues are accessible barrier-free.

The IT department of the TH-OWL is responsible for providing the necessary infrastructure for all
online activities. ILIAS is the platform that has been used and proven over many years to do so; it is
hosted by the TH-OWL. Next to the support by staff over the existing university channels, a 50 % job
is created for specific student and staff support in the RMB programme. All Universities offer sports

facilities, daycare, medical services, and special conditions for travelling by public means.
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Assessment:

Based on the information provided in the self-report as well as during the discussions, the review
panel considers the professional and international expertise of teaching staff as well as non-aca-
demic staff absolutely adequate for the purposes of the RMB programme. The selection of teaching
staff follows the selection criteria of each partner university, which the panel regards suitable for the

Master’s degree. The qualifications proven in academic matters fully meet the standards.

According to the documents presented before and after the discussions, the laboratories and tech-
nical equipment at the partner universities fully meet contemporary standards that are necessary for
the realisation of the RMB programme. Throughout all locations, the students have access to tech-
nical equipment such as computer labs and 3D printers, but also to equipment necessary for manual
work such as workshops and different laboratories. Furthermore, learning space will be available
exclusively for RMB students during their stay at each consortium partner.

Overall, the review panel has no doubt that the resources at the partner universities are more than
sufficient to support the delivery of all intended learning outcomes.

Conclusion:

The panel concludes that the standard is met.

3.8 Transparency and Documentation [ESG 1.8]

EA:

Relevant information about the programme like admission requirements and procedures, course catalogue,
examination and assessment procedures etc. should be well documented and published by taking into account

specific needs of mobile students.

Description:

All information on the RMB programme, admission criteria, learning outcomes, qualification
awarded, teaching, learning and assessment procedures, learning opportunities, graduate employ-
ment information, and further activities will be accessible on a website for the RMB programme,
which is planned to go online well before the study programme is being implemented. This website
will be visible on the websites of all consortium partners as well. For dissemination purposes infor-
mation will also be placed at the Uni-assist website and the Erasmus Websites of national agencies.
There are links to the partner organisations and affiliated institutions, blog facilities, calendar events,

the press’s information, the RMB press office, and the Partners press offices.
The RMB website will provide:

¢ documents exchange and pre-releases
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¢ Standard formats for presentations and publications

¢ A member’s blog

¢ Educational material (MOOC’s)

¢ A YouTube channel showing lectures and speeches by project partners

Besides the planned website, information and dissemination of the RMB programme will include the

following non-digital formats:

e Facts sheet flyer

Project results, updates

Press releases and publication material

Exhibitions and events

Paper presentations at conferences
e Seminars
Projects will also be published in the universities magazines as well as in an RMB yearbook.

Content-related as well as organizational information is documented in the module descriptions, the
Examination Regulations, Admission and Selection Regulation and the Course Syllabi, all of which

will be available to RMB students.

The drafted cooperation agreement will clarify procedural details and responsibilities.

Assessment:

The currently available website for RMB solely contains information related to the previous project,
the Erasmus+ Strategic partnership. Therefore, it does not yet display the requested information on
the study programme, such as admission requirements and procedures, course catalogue, exami-
nation and assessment procedures. Since the study programme is scheduled to start in the winter
term of 2023, the review panel consents that it is not yet necessary to have the website available.
On the other hand, the review panel wishes to emphasize the necessity of a timely publishing of all
relevant information on the RMB master, ideally via website as planned by the programme coordi-
nators. In this context, the panel recommends to clearly state on the website or in the planned infor-
mation brochure, that the Master Programme does not lead to a regulated profession in order to

avoid false expectations on the part of prospective students.

However, all necessary information has been prepared by the Consortium and the review panel finds

this information well documented in a very detailed way via “Curriculum / Course Study Plan, Module

descriptions and Methodologies handbook”, “Admission and Selection procedure” and “Examination

Regulations”.
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The only exception may be seen in the provided course plan, which does communicate all modules
of the study programme, but its structure makes it very hard to understand a chronological sequence
regarding the curriculum but even more the location of certain modules within a semester. In order
to ease the understanding of the course programme by the students, the course study plan has to
be structured in a chronological way. In addition, a timeline of the programme should be displayed
including the joint academic calendar — clearly stating beginning and end of each study phase at a

certain partner university, exam session (if any), as well as winter and summer breaks.
Conclusion:

The panel concludes that the standard is not met.

e The course plan must be clearly arranged regarding the chronology of the study programme,
the academic calendar of the different locations and the intended examination periods.

The panel recommends:

o The public information on the study programme (e.g. Website or brochure) should clearly
state that the Master Programme does not lead to a regulated profession in order to avoid

false expectations in prospective students.

3.9 Quality Assurance [ESG 1.1 & part 1]

The cooperating institutions should apply joint internal quality assurance processes in accordance with part
one of the ESG.

Description:

Regarding the management of quality assurance throughout the programme, the TH-OWL will act
as the coordinating partner. Art. 2 of the drafted cooperation agreement nominates the overall coor-
dinator at the TH-OWL and lists the coordination of quality issues among other tasks regarding the
RMB programme. The evaluation regulations at the TH-OWL describe the monitoring process in
order to ensure and continuously develop the quality of the RMB programme. For this purpose, an

evaluation officer for RMB will be appointed as contact person for all evaluation issues.

The quality management system established at the TH-OWL includes regular evaluation of all
courses and programs. Feedback meetings with students are accompanied by questionnaires. Stu-
dents and teachers evaluate all modules through a standardised list of questions. It is planned to
adopt this system by evaluating all modules once a year. The evaluation team of the TH-OWL sup-

ports the evaluation of the questionnaires, which are available in English.

According to the TH-OWL, well-founded data on studies and teaching are regarded essential in order
to implement targeted and systematic measures and recommendations for action and to guarantee
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the high quality of the RMB programme in the long term. In addition to regular course evaluations,
the TH-OWL will also conduct annual surveys of students and graduates on topics of study and
teaching, access to the labour market, potential for improvement, general satisfaction, and others.
Therefore, all RMB students will be given the opportunity to share their personal assessment of the
RMB study conditions, to highlight strengths, and to name potential for improvement. The consist-
ently high response rates at the TH-OWL in previous evaluation procedures show that students per-
ceive the survey as an effective tool for actively shaping and continuously optimising the study con-

ditions.
Central topics are:
e Courses offered: organisation, content, research and practical relevance
e Student support and counselling, support services
e General conditions of study
o Workload, time management
e Personal situation

Via active alumni work, the RMB programme aims to inform students about current developments
and offer opportunities to participate in the RMB project beyond their studies and stay informed for
professional and private purposes. Therein, the RMB programme wishes to promote the exchange
of experience and knowledge transfer, offer career guidance, point out further education opportuni-
ties, provide insights into current student life, contact alumni for surveys, and invite them to partici-

pate in shaping the study programme even after graduation.

Beside quality management through staff and supportive staff from all partners and students, exter-
nal quality checks will be implemented through an advisory board. The TH-OWL is responsible for
contacting the Advisory Board and organising yearly feedback meetings. The advisory board is
planned to comprise representatives from industry, higher education, government and finance and
to comment on RMB’s proceedings and qualities. Currently, the Advisory board has three members

and will be extended and diversified in the upcoming period.

Since all partners have their own systems of assessment, quality assurance and monitoring, the
individual universities are responsible for the implementation of the national quality systems for
teaching and learning. All partner Universities employ teaching staff involved in the RMB programme
and assess this staff according to national standards. Additionally, all partners have internal control
procedures for content, personnel, management and finances. The RMB programme will be inte-
grated in these internal quality routines. Modules a consortium partner offers for the RMB programme

may also be offered in other master courses and therefore be subject to their internal quality checks.
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Assessment:

All partner universities proved to have independent quality assurance process in accordance with
part one of the ESG.

During the discussions it was clearly stated that the TH-OWL takes the lead in evaluating the RMB
programme not only on module level but also regarding all further matters. Students and teachers
evaluate all modules through a standardized questionnaire. The data protection policies for the RMB
programme established by the consortium provide an adequate framework. The outcomes of all
evaluations are shared with staff, teaching staff, students and the advisory commission. Results will
be reviewed and discussed jointly among all consortium partners in order to decide further measures

for improvement. The review panel finds the evaluation process clearly structured.

Since the consortium has already been working jointly on previous projects, the partners established
an awareness of the different needs and processes of their partners.

In the discussion with the students the peer group gained the impression, that the students of all
partners feel included in the system and their feedback is valued. Teaching staff as well as support-
ing staff members are generally very helpful with possible issues.

In case of conflict and/or appeal the consortium provides a clear strategy describing different steps
of escalation and containing the contact possibilities at TH-OWL, which again takes the coordinating
role. The review panel regards this as a well-suited instrument for students and applicants reflecting

justice as well as awareness.

Since the review panel concludes that the RMB programme is very demanding, the workload should
be monitored closely via evaluation of students” workload as well as the overall success rate once

the study programme started.

Overall, the peer group concludes that the quality management system planned for the RMB pro-
gramme provides adequate instruments for the further development of the study programme.
Conclusion:

The panel concludes that the standard is met.

The panel recommends:

e Once the study programme started, the workload should be monitored closely.
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4 Conclusion of the Review Panel

4.1 Conclusion regarding the cooperation between the partners and the jointly delivered

programme

Overall, the panel concludes that the study programme is very appealing but also very demanding.
The concept of the master's programme RMB seems to meet the set goals. Both the examination
system and the workload indicate that the programme can be successfully completed within the
standard period of study. However, minor adjustments to the curriculum and therefore the teaching
content and documentation of the programme seem necessary. The panel regards the main chal-
lenge in the extraordinarily high mobility of the students, as well as the early point in time of the
accreditation, as this means that some organisational details are still being developed. However, it
is a great advantage that there is already experience with the cooperation of the consortium partners,
the concept is well planned, even if it is not yet documented in detail.

The intended learning outcome as described in the curriculum, course study plan, module descrip-
tions, and methodologies handbook are in accordance with the examination regulations. The study
programme itself shows a very specific but also appropriate orientation in terms of content, which,
apart from a few selective exceptions mentioned in the report, result in a well-rounded picture. Stu-
dent diversity and the specific requirements of mobile students are adequately taken into account in

the curricular design, organisation, forms of teaching and learning as well as supervision.

According to the current findings, the panel recommends accreditation.

4.2 Accreditation Proposal

Based on the findings in the self-evaluation report as well as during the discussions, the review panel

proposes the following conditions and recommendations:
Conditions
e The cooperation agreement needs to cover the following issues:
o Admission and selection procedures for students
o Mobility of students and teachers

o Examination regulations, student assessment methods, recognition of credits and de-

gree awarding procedures in the consortium.

e The course catalogue must reflect the aspired learning outcomes consistently and in a com-

petence-oriented manner.
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The curriculum must contain the learning contents “Building materials”, “Construction basics”
as well as research training in legal issues in order to show a balanced approach regarding

the profile of the study programme.

Due to the high mobility scheme in the programme, the consortium must provide a reliable
concept for student support (e.g. visa, insurance and registration for all study locations) in-
cluding the provision of accommodation.

The course plan must be clearly arranged regarding the chronology of the study programme,
the academic calendar of the different locations and the intended examination periods.

Recommendations

Once the study programme started, the workload should be monitored closely.

Since the mobility scheme appears to be very demanding, the panel would like to recommend

considering possibilities of further distance learning options.

The consortium should establish a concept for a mentoring programme tailored to the pro-

gramme requirements.

Before arriving at a study location, the students should receive sufficient information on avail-

able study spaces etc.

The public information on the study programme (e.g. website or brochure) should clearly

communicate that the Master Programme does not lead to a regulated profession.

The consortium should draft a timeline for the student application process.
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4.3 Overview of the Assessment according to Assessment Standards

Standard Assessment
1. Eligibility
1.1 Status Compliant with the standard

1.2 Joint design and delivery

Compliant with the standard

1.3 Cooperation Agreement

Partly compliant with the standard

2. Learning Outcomes

2.1 Level

Compliant with the standard

2.2 Disciplinary field

Partly compliant with the standard

2.3 Achievement

Compliant with the standard

2.4 Regulated Professions

Not applicable

3. Study Programme

3.1 Curriculum

Partly compliant with the standard

3.2 Credits

Compliant with the standard

3.3 Workload

Compliant with the standard

4. Admission and Recognition

4.1 Admission

Compliant with the standard

4.2 Recognition

Compliant with the standard

5. Admission and Recognition

5.1 Learning and teaching

Compliant with the standard

5.2 Assessment of students

Compliant with the standard

6. Student Support

Partly compliant with the standard

7. Resources

7.1 Staff

Compliant with the standard

7.2 Facilities

Compliant with the standard

8. Transparency and Documentation

Partly compliant with the standard

9. Quality Assurance

Compliant with the standard

Conclusion

Accreditation under conditions
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[ Decision/ Decisions of the Accreditation Commission of ACQUIN

1. Accreditation Decision

Based on the jointly delivered self-evaluation report of the consortium, the accreditation report of the
external review panel, and the statement of the consortium on the accreditation report, the Accredi-
tation Commission of ACQUIN complies with the assessment by the expert group and makes the

following decision unanimously on its meeting on the 6" of December 2021:
Conditions
e The cooperation agreement needs to cover the following issues:
o Admission and selection procedures for students
o Mobility of students and teachers

o Examination regulations, student assessment methods, recognition of credits and de-

gree awarding procedures in the consortium.

e The course catalogue must reflect the aspired learning outcomes consistently and in a com-

petence-oriented manner.

e The curriculum must contain the learning contents “Building materials”, “Construction basics”
as well as research training in legal issues in order to show a balanced approach regarding

the profile of the study programme.

e Due to the high mobility scheme in the programme, the consortium must provide a reliable
concept for student support (e.g. visa, insurance and registration for all study locations) in-

cluding the provision of accommodation.

e The course plan must be clearly arranged regarding the chronology of the study programme,

the academic calendar of the different locations and the intended examination periods.
The accreditation is valid until the 31st of March 2023.

The Higher Education Institution must submit documents that prove the fulfiiment of the conditions
by 20th of September 2022. If the Accreditation Commission comes to the conclusion that the con-
ditions are fulfilled, the accreditation will be extended until the 30th of September 2028. If the Higher
Education Institution fails to prove the fulfilment of the conditions in due time, the accreditation will

not be extended.

The accreditation procedure may be suspended for up to 18 months after response from the Higher
Education Institution, with the expectation that the Higher Education Institution will remedy the defi-
ciencies within the given time frame. This statement must be submitted until the 20th of January
2022.
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Recommendations for further Development
e Once the study programme started, the workload should be monitored closely.

e Since the mobility scheme appears to be very demanding, the panel would like to recommend

considering possibilities of further distance learning options.

e The consortium should establish a concept for a mentoring programme tailored to the pro-

gramme requirements.

o Before arriving at a study location, the students should receive sufficient information on avail-

able study spaces etc.

e The public information on the study programme (e.g. website or brochure) should clearly

communicate that the Master Programme does not lead to a regulated profession.

e The consortium should draft a timeline for the student application process.

2. Fulfilment of Conditions

The Higher Education Institution has submitted the documents that prove the fulfilment of the condi-
tions in due time. These documents have been forwarded to the ACQUIN Standing Expert in the
field of Architecture with request for examination. The Standing Expert comes to the conclusion that
the conditions are fulfilled. Based on the statement of the Standing Expert, the Accreditation Com-
mission of ACQUIN makes on the 22nd of July 2022 the following decision unanimously:

The conditions of the study programme ,,Reuse of Modernist Buildings“ (RMB) (M.Sc., Joint
Degree) are fulfilled. The accreditation period is extended until 30th of September 2028.
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