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Report on the outcome of the accreditation 
procedure for BA in Quantitative Social 
Sciences to be offered in Vienna by the 
Central European University Private 
University 

1 Subject of the application 

The Agency for Quality Assurance and Accreditation Austria (AQ Austria) conducted an 
accreditation procedure for the accreditation of BA in Quantitative Social Sciences to be offered 
in Vienna by the Central European University Private University (CEU PU) in accordance with 
§ 24 Act on Quality Assurance in Higher Education (HS-QSG) BGBl I Nr. 74/2011 as amended 
in conjunction with § 2 Private Universities Act (PUG) BGBl. I Nr. 74/2011 as amended and § 17 
Decree on Accreditation of Private Universities 2019 (PU-AkkVO) as amended. In accordance 
with § 21 HS-QSG, AQ Austria publishes the following report on the outcome of the accreditation 
procedure: 
 

2 Procedural steps 

The accreditation procedure comprised the following procedural steps: 
 

Procedural step date 

Accreditation application of the programme received 06/08/2020 

Request for modification of the application materials 06/10/2020 

Amended application for the programme received 20/10/2020 

Decision on the expert panel taken by the Board of AQ Austria 11/11/2020 

Information on expert panel submitted to CEU PU 12/11/2020 

Complete and formally correct applications confirmed 13/11/2020 

1st preparatory virtual conference with expert panel 30/11/2020 



 

 
2/2 

Additional application materials received before site visit 13/01/2021 

2nd preparatory virtual conference with expert panel 25/01/2021 

Virtual site visit 28/01/2021 

Additional application materials received after site visit 01/02/2021 & 
08/02/2021 

Expert panel’s report finalised 23/04/2021 

Expert report submitted to CEU PU for comment 26/04/2021 

Statement of costs submitted to CEU PU 11/05/2021 

CEU PU’s comment on the expert report received 11/05/2021 

CEU PU’s statement on statement of costs received 17/05/2021 
 

3 Accreditation decision 

On May 26th 2021 the Board of AQ Austria decided to grant accreditation to the above mentioned 
degree programme to be offered in Vienna by Central European University Private University, 
according to § 24 section 4 Act on Quality Assurance in Higher Education (HS-QSG) in 
conjunction with § 2 Private Universities Act (PUG) in conjunction with § 9 section 1 Decree on 
Accreditation of Private Universities 2019 (PU-AkkVO), due to fulfilment of the criteria according 
to § 17 PU-AkkVO. 
 
The Federal Minister of Education, Science and Research approved the decision on June 16th 
2021. 
 

4 Annexes 

• Final expert report from 23/04/2021 
• Comment on the expert report by Central European University Private University from 

11/05/2021 
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1 Basic principles for the procedure 
The Austrian higher education system 

To date, the Austrian higher education system comprises: 

• 22 public universities; including the Danube University Krems, a public university for 
post-graduate continuing education; 

• 16 private universities, run by nationally accredited private entities; 
• 21 universities of applied sciences, run by state-subsidised entities organised under 

private law or by nationally accredited public entities; 
• the university colleges of teacher education, run by nationally accredited public or 

private entities; 
• the philosophical-theological higher education institutions, run by the Catholic Church;  
• the Institute of Science and Technology – Austria, which focusses its tasks on the 

advancement and appreciation of new fields of research and a post-graduate training in 
the form of PhD and postdoc programmes. 

 

In the winter semester of 2019/20, 288,497 students were enrolled at public universities (incl. 
the Danube University Krems). Furthermore, 55,203 students were enrolled at universities of 
applied sciences and 15,063 students at private universities.1 

External quality assurance 

Pursuant to the Act on Quality Assurance in Higher Education (HS-QSG), public universities 
shall perform an audit procedure for the certification of their internal quality management 
system every seven years. There are no legal or financial consequences linked to the decision 
on certification. 

Private universities require institutional accreditation conducted by AQ Austria every six years. 
After twelve years of uninterrupted accreditation, the accreditation may also be awarded for 
twelve years. Interim degree programmes and certificate university programmes for further 
education leading to a degree programme also require accreditation. 

Following the six-year period of institutional initial accreditation, universities of applied sciences 
must be re-accredited. After that, they pass on to the audit system. However, the accreditation 
is linked to a positive decision on certification in the audit procedure. Before degree programmes 
may be offered, they must be accredited once. 

Accreditation of private universities and their degree programmes 

In order to be active as a higher education institution in Austria, private universities require 
institutional accreditation which must be renewed on a regular basis. In addition to institutional 
accreditation, newly established degree programmes must be accredited once before they may 
be offered by the private university. The Agency of Quality Assurance and Accreditation Austria 
(AQ Austria) is responsible for carrying out accreditation procedures. 

The accreditation procedures are carried out in accordance with AQ Austria's Accreditation 
Regulation for Private Universities 2019 (PU-AkkVO). Furthermore, the agency has based its 

 
1As at January 2020, data source: Statistics Austria/unidata. Contrary to the data of the public universities, the student numbers 

of the universities of applied sciences do not include non-degree seeking students. 265,012 degree students were enrolled at 
the public universities in the winter semester 2019/20. 
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structured procedure was followed. The institutional quality assurance is very elaborated and 
follows standardized rules, but also providing room for the development of a community, where 
the means and goals are fruitfully discussed. 
 

(2) Degree programme and degree programme management 

The BA programme Quantitative Social Sciences fits very well with the profile of CEU PU and 
the aim to develop also a master programme as a follow up study. The programme covers 
important aspects of social theory, environmental sciences as well as data science and 
mathematics. The courses are well designed, both didactically and regarding their content. They 
encourage students to participate and allow for an integrative understanding of theory and 
practice. The workload and examination methods associated with the courses as well as the 
thesis are adequate. The organizational structures needed are all in place and facilities are 
excellent. Institutional and staff commitment are high.  
 

(3) Staff 

The programme’s staff-student ratio is very favorable. Staff members are excellent researchers 
and the close association between research and teaching is an asset of the programme. In 
addition, the university has programmes for important HR aspects and development.  
 

(4) Funding 

Funding is provided by way of an endowment and a grant from the Open Society Foundations. 
 

(5) Infrastructure 

The infrastructure is abundant, all technical and research equipment is advanced and available.   
 

(6) Research and development and/or the advancement and appreciation of the arts 

The institution has a clear policy of granting research time to staff in order to guarantee both 
scientific and individual development and performance. Workload is demanding but 
manageable, given the student-staff ratio of 10:1. 
 

(7) Co-operations 

CEU PU is already involved in ample co-operation projects with higher education partners in 
Austria and internationally as well. Opportunities for staff and student mobility are provided and 
the Department of Network and Data Science is partner in attractive EU projects. Last but not 
least, the cooperation network is large and includes universities all over the world. 
 
The experts consider all the criteria as adequately fulfilled and recommend the Board of 
the AQ Austria to accredit the bachelor programme "Quantitative Social Sciences". 
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Recommendations 

 

While the expert panel was impressed by the way CEU PU organized the programme and by the 
content of the courses, a couple of recommendations are also in place.  

A first recommendation deals with the transparency of the application procedure. The experts 
recommend allowing applicants access to both the ranking scheme as well as the points they 
achieved in order to provide additional transparency. 

Second, and more important, while the aim to provide an integrative programme of both social 
science and data science (including computational science etc.) is to be applauded, the experts 
recommend to closely monitor whether integration is actually achieved and where this can be 
improved. Considering social science and data science as disciplines with different languages, 
it might - in the future - not be enough to speak each other’s language, but also interaction and 
mutual communication should be practiced in order to arrive at innovative synergies. A BA 
programme like the one in Quantitative Social Sciences can be an excellent place to make 
progress in bringing together these different disciplines. The expert panel sensed, however, 
that there is a risk that the fields are taught next to each other instead of being integrated with 
the goal to solve research problems more comprehensively. A suggestion in this regard is to 
combine the courses more closely, e.g., to develop some forms of co-teaching of social science 
together with data science.  

Related to this recommendation is the observation that the courses in social science (including 
environmental science) have a less prominent function in the programme than the methods 
courses. A course of rigorous theory building in social science or on advancement in social 
science theory and knowledge might also be in place, in addition to the relatively basic reading 
courses of social thinkers.  

A final point of recommendation in this regard touches upon the heterogeneity of the social 
sciences in itself. Environmental science is quite different from sociology and sociology again 
differs from political science or economics. Ethics of big data (which is also the name of one of 
the courses) is not social science at all, but more related to philosophy. It is important to 
emphasize the commonalities in these fields and avoid that the student's knowledge of social 
science is scattered.  

 

5 Documents reviewed 
• Application of the Central European University Private University from 06.08.2020 in 

the version of 20.10.2020 for the accreditation of the bachelor programme 
"Quantitative Social Sciences", to be offered in Vienna. 

• Submission of further information from 13.01.2021 prior to the site visit: 

o Further information on the demand for the BA in Quantitative Social Sciences 

• Submission of further information from 01.02.2021 and 08.02.2021 following the site 
visit: 

• Financial Aid Policy 
• additional details regarding the admission procedure  
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CEU PU Response to AQ Austria Expert Panel Report 

 

See below the response of CEU PU to the recommendations made by the AQ Austria Expert Panel. 

 

(1) The first recommendation deals with the transparency of the application procedure. The experts 

recommend allowing applicants access to both the ranking scheme as well as the points they achieved 

in order to provide additional transparency. 

 

We accept the recommendation and will publish more detailed information on the criteria used for 

ranking, and the point system we use. Divulging to applicants their overall score will require an 

amendment to CEU’s current admissions procedure. We will work with CEU’s central administration on 

the matter. 

 

(2) Second, and more important, while the aim to provide an integrative programme of both social 

science and data science (including computational science etc.) is to be applauded, the experts 

recommend to closely monitor whether integration is actually achieved and where this can be 

improved. Considering social science and data science as disciplines with different languages, it might - 

in the future - not be enough to speak each other’s language, but also interaction and mutual 

communication should be practiced in order to arrive at innovative synergies. A BA programme like the 

one in Quantitative Social Sciences can be an excellent place to make progress in bringing together 

these different disciplines. The expert panel sensed, however, that there is a risk that the fields are 

taught next to each other instead of being integrated with the goal to solve research problems more 

comprehensively. A suggestion in this regard is to combine the courses more closely, e.g., to develop 

some forms of co-teaching of social science together with data science. Related to this recommendation 

is the observation that the courses in social science (including environmental science) have a less 

prominent function in the programme than the methods courses. A course of rigorous theory building 

in social science or on advancement in social science theory and knowledge might also be in place, in 

addition to the relatively basic reading courses of social thinkers. 

 

We fully share the panel's concern with improving the integration between the quantitative and 

qualitative courses. This is an underlying challenge of our proposal, that needs to be closely monitored 

and continuously improved in an ongoing fashion, based on the feedback from the students and lecturers. 

 

We will consider the suggestion by the panel of integrating more the courses, and implementing co-

teaching. We are currently formulating a minor revision of the program that will include a new course on 

"Principles of Sociology" targeted QSS students with a more diverse background, and already goes some 

way into improving such a connection. 

 

We believe that QSS will contribute to the development of a culture at CEU, where integration of the two 

approaches is natural and desirable from both ends. We are aware of the necessity of continuous quality 

assessment in this respect and will act accordingly. 

 

(3) A final point of recommendation in this regard touches upon the heterogeneity of the social sciences 

in itself. Environmental science is quite different from sociology and sociology again differs from 
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political science or economics. Ethics of big data (which is also the name of one of the courses) is not 

social science at all, but more related to philosophy. It is important to emphasize the commonalities in 

these fields and avoid that the student's knowledge of social science is scattered. 

 

Indeed, the broad choice of topics covered is a design choice of the program, since the combination of 

quantitative and qualitative approaches is not something that is confined to any of the particular branches 

of the social sciences. We aim to avoid scattering of the student's knowledge via the specialization tracks 

that they must choose. 

 

This choice is also reflected on the topics that the student must choose for their BA thesis, and also for 

the several Data Science projects throughout the program. In this way, we are committed to the panel's 

recommendation to emphasize the commonalities between the different fields of the social sciences. 
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