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Evaluation of the History studies and researches in History at the University of
Craiova (Romania). Opinion and recomandations of the
international expert Prof. Didier Francfort

A lot of documents wer presented by the History Doctoral School for the evaluation
period from the 5th to the 9th of July 2021, particularly precise bibliographies. The international
expert would like to focuse on a few suggestions for the amelioration of the doctoral studies at
the University of Craiova.

The internationalization of the doctoral formation in History implies a requalification of

the research fields in the doctoral studies of the University. The chronological frame of
advanced studies (Antiquity, late 19" and early 20" centuries) cannot define a specificity that
could be clearly identified in the international humanistic surrounding. To get a international
dimension, the evaluators recommand to open the research and the formation to new
historiographic perspectives and orientations. This recomandation consists in a valorization of
fields already present in the publications realized by the professors and the students.
Prof. Madalina Strechie is identified as a major scholar. A part of her publications gives a
gender dimension for the study of Roman Antiquity. This original approach could be linked
with an international research network. This recomandation can be extended to our other
colleagues. Prof. Sorin Liviu Damean is probably the best specialist of the Monarchy of Carol
It. With Prof. Oncescu, he brought a lot of publications about international relations, political
general history. The evaluators recomand to the scientific team to keep this orientation but to
open it to new object as cultural history, joining international networks as the International
Society for Cultural History.

The evaluator consider that the historical doctoral studies in Craiova have a good
scientific level. The PhD students benefit from a favorable environment and scientifically
reliable advices. The formation and the topics of the lessons should be more clearly oriented in
new historiographical apporaches (,,new” cultural history, gender issues...) to provide more
possibilities to be connected with international networks (for European research programs, for
instance). The general political perspective of the contemporary history can be completed by a
renewed orientation ,,from below”: that means a perspective integrating cultural and
anthropological vision of humanties.

With this new orientation, that valorizes the strength of interest of bi-lateral approaches
of history (links betwen Romania and France or Spain or ,,clash” of Ancient civilizations) could
open a more frequent thematic dialogue between the research on the two main chronological
periodes, studied in Craiova. The evaluators suggest that the formation propose a new common
thematic seminar for all PhD students, with a trans-chronological frame, with historical objects
as the perception of the enemy or the gender issues. The perspective to develope a specificity
of the History in Craiova in the academic international network is linked with the valorization



of a regional and local heritage. The association of ,,history from below” and of the valorization
of a local and regional heritage can bring more attractivity to the PhD studies.

The specific situation of Craiova is also characterized by the near borders (Bulgarian
and Serbian): Craiova could be the University the most active within partnerships with
Bulgaria, even if there is no equivalent town and University on the Bulgarian side of the Border.
The doctoral studies could bring a common thematic for a ambitious humanistic programm
inspired by the classical book by Claudio Magris, Danube: A Sentimental Journey from the
Source to the Black Sea.

The size of the PhD studies in History is limited with 3 supervisors, that is considered
as the minimum. The evaluators suggest the creation of a new chair at the Craiova University
(for Medieval or Early Modern History). But even if this recomandation cannot be applied, the
present situation offers good conditions. Competent scholars, professors largely envolved in
their teaching and in their research can bring honestly a good doctoral formation. An opening
to one other period and to new perspectives ,,from below” is recomanded as the best way to get
a better international visibility.

The international expert would like to congratulate the Romanian University for this

reflexive process and would be very much interested to keep contact with the colleagues to see
the progress in the directions he formulated as suggestions.

To whom il may concern

Prof. Didier Francfort
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Opinia si recomandarile expertului international

Numeroase documente au fost prezentate de Scoala Doctorala pentru domeniul de
doctorat Istorie pe perioada evaluarii din 5 pana in 9 iulie 2021, in special referinte precise
privitor la indeplinirea indicatorilor Aracis. Expertul international ar dori sa se concentreze pe
cateva sugestii pentru imbunatatirea studiilor doctorale la Universitatea din Craiova.

Internationalizarea studiilor doctorale in Istorie implica o recalificare a domeniilor de
cercetare in studiile doctorale ale Universitatii. Cadrul cronologic al studiilor avansate
(Antichitate, sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea si inceputul secolului al XX-lea) nu poate defini o
specificitate care ar putea fi identificata clar in mediul umanist international. Pentru a obtine o
dimensiune internationald, evaluatorii recomanda deschiderea cercetarii si formarii de noi
perspective si orientari istoriografice. Aceastd recomandare consta intr-0 valorificare a
domeniilor deja prezente in publicatiile realizate de profesori si studenti. Prof. Madalina
Strechie este identificatd ca un reputat cercetator. O parte din publicatiile sale oferd o
dimensiune de gen pentru studiul Antichitatii Romane. Aceastd abordare originala ar putea fi
legata de o retea internationala de cercetare. Aceastda recomandare poate fi extinsa si celorlalti
colegi ai nostri. Prof. Sorin Liviu Damean este probabil cel mai bun specialist al monarhiei lui
Carol I. Impreuna cu prof. Oncescu, au adus o multime de publicatii despre relatii
internationale, istorie politicd generald. Evaluatorii recomanda echipei stiintifice sd pastreze
aceastd orientare, dar sd o deschida spre istorie culturala, alaturdndu-se retelelor internationale
ca Societatea Internationald de Istorie Culturala.

Evaluatorul considera ca studiile istorice de doctorat din Craiova au un nivel stiintific
bun. Doctoranzii beneficiaza de un mediu favorabil si de sfaturi competente din punct de vedere
stiintific. Formarea si subiectele temelor ar trebui sa fie mai clar orientate spre noile abordari
de conectare la retele internationale (pentru programe de cercetare europene, de exemplu).
Perspectiva politica generald a istoriei contemporane poate fi completatd de o orientare
reinnoita ,,de jos”: aceasta inseamna o perspectiva care integreazd viziunea culturald si
antropologica a umanitatii.

Cu aceasta noua orientare, care valorifica forta de interes a abordarilor bilaterale ale
istoriei (legaturi Intre Romania si Franta sau Spania sau ,,ciocnirea” civilizatiilor antice), s-ar
putea deschide un dialog tematic mai frecvent intre cercetarea celor doua perioade cronologice
principale studiate la Craiova. Evaluatorii sugereaza constituirea unui nou seminar tematic

comun pentru toti doctoranzii, cu un cadru trans-cronologic, cu teme istorice precum perceptia



inamicului sau problemele de gen. Perspectiva dezvoltarii unei specificitati a Istoriei in Craiova
in reteaua internationald academica este legatd de valorificarea unui patrimoniu regional si
local. Asocierea ,,istoriei de jos” si a valorificarii unui patrimoniu local si regional poate aduce
mai multa atractivitate studiilor de doctorat.

Situatia specifica a Craiovei este caracterizatd si de granitele apropiate (bulgara si
sarbd): Craiova ar putea fi universitatea cea mai activa in cadrul parteneriatelor cu Bulgaria,
chiar dacd nu existd un oras si o universitate echivalente pe partea bulgara a frontierei. Studiile
doctorale ar putea aduce o tematicd comund pentru un ambitios program umanist inspirat de
cartea clasica a lui Claudio Magris, Dunarea: o calatorie sentimentald de la sursa la Marea
Neagra.

Dimensiunea studiilor de doctorat in istorie este limitata in prezent la 3 conducatori de
doctorat, care este considerata ca fiind minima. Deschiderea catre o alta perioada prin cooptarea
de noi conducdtori de doctorat este recomandatd ca fiind cel mai bun mod de a obtine o
vizibilitate internationald mai bund. Evaluatorii sugereazd extinderea la Universitatea din
Craiova a studiilor doctorale pentru istoria medievald sau moderna timpurie. Dar chiar daca
aceasta recomandare nu poate fi aplicatd intr-un viitor imediat, situatia actuald ofera conditii
bune pentru desfasurarea studiilor universitare de doctorat.

Expertul international ar dori sa felicite Universitatea din Craiova pentru acest proces
reflexiv si ar fi foarte interesat s pastreze contactul cu colegii istorici pentru a vedea progresul
in directiile pe care le-a formulat ca sugestii.

Prof. Didier Francfort



