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Evaluation
of the PhD Programme in Theology
Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani University

1. The programme is excellently structured, conforming to international standards. It
promotes research knowledge, gives students the opportunity to gain academic
research experience, and avails them the convenience of completing their doctoral

dissertation in a minimum time of three years.

2. The research and composition of a doctoral dissertation is directly related to the
skills that the students acquire during the three-year study programme. Such skills are
drawn both from their research and teaching training and practice, as well as their
practice in the production of high-level essays, conformant to international standards.
Also of increased significance is the ethos and academic integrity, fostered by the
excellent cooperation between the teachers—primarily the supervisor—and the
students. Given that all these parameters are secured by the study programme, I
maintain that the curriculum ensures the high level of the resulting doctoral

dissertation.




3. The programme’s curriculum is comprehensive. Its objectives escape the narrow
academic framework, where theology is taught simply as an historical subject, and
nurture the ability to approach and interact with the new questions and problems that
continuously emerge in theology and the Church. In this manner, I consider the

programme to more than adequately respond to the challenges of the modern era.

Fr. Vasileios Georgopoulos

Associate Professor
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Thessaloniki, 22 February 2021
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SECTOR: ETHICS & SOCIOLOGY

Thessaloniki, February 27, 2021

EVALUATION OF PhD PROGRAMME

To the University of Sulkban-Saba Orbeliani

1-How achievable are goals and results of the program?

2-To what extent does the Doctoral Program Curriculum ensure achievement of
the outcomes of the program- the creation of a high level doctoral dissertation?
3- To what extent does the doctoral program respond the challenges of modern
Theology?

1. I personally believe that the goals and results of the Program are fully
achievable. Its time span is reasoned and balanced, so that the student has the
time to acquire the necessary knowledge and proceed to the required
deepening of a Program of this level.

2. Studying the structure of the Curriculum, I believe that achieving its
outcomes is very possible at a very large extent. Its goals are not maximalist,
while ensuring a high level of knowledge and research skills

3. The challenges facing modern Theology are varied and multidimensional.
From what I see, the Program has enough specifications to meet them and
especially to go ahead and deepen the dialogue of Theology with the modern
wortld.

Petros Panagiotopoulos

Petros Panagiotopoulos &
Petros Panagiotopoulos 27.02.2021 12:09 . Y
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Assistant Professor









Dr. lIoannis Kourempeles
Professor of Dogmatic and Symbolic Theology

Faculty of Theology
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
Thessaloniki 54124
Greece
To:
The Honourable Dean
of the University of Suhkhan-Saba Orbeliani
info@sabauni.edu.ge
o barnovi@sabauni.edu.ge
Thessaloniki
February 21, 2021

Theme: Evaluation of the PhD Program of Theology

Dear Dean Gocha Barnovi,

I am sending you the Evaluation of the PhD Program of Theology, in
reference to the following questions which you asked me to address:

1- How achievable are the goals and outcomes of the program?

2- To what extent does the Doctoral Program Curriculum ensure
achievement of the outcomes of the program, ie. the creation of a high-quality doctoral
dissertation?

3- To what extent does the doctoral program respond to the challenges of
modern theology?

I am positively in favor of the direction of your PhD program, and I
humbly submit the following evaluation for your consideration.


about:blank

A. General Overview

In my evaluation of your program, [ have tried to determine whether the
goals, objectives, and activities of your PhD Program in Theology may produce
the planned results and deliver the expected outcomes. My main effort was to
consider your program as a whole by analysis of two main indicators: the
outcomes and the impact that may result after the completion of the three-year
doctoral program.

As your program description has stated, your objectives aim at an in-
depth scientific analysis of the topical issues in the field of Theology, result-
oriented research, and creation of new knowledge.

Following the above statement, we may say that the course on Research
Methods in Theology of the first semester introduces graduates to the field of
research methodology and leads them to the targeted study and application of
this research in the form of the Research Seminar in Historical Theology in the
second semester. The elements of specialization on the historical and literary
level ensure the organized expression of theological dialogue with current
modes of thought.

The introductory steps to result-oriented research are applied with
regards to the content-oriented course Modern Teaching Methods in the second
semester. The course also functions as a prerequisite to the practical aspects of
doctoral study, joining together research and an applied scientific approach in
the course Assisting to the Professor in the third semester, offering PhD students
teaching experience in the field of Theology under the guidance of their
professor and faculty advisor(s). This perspective enables the candidates to
confront the responsibility of teaching and the real presentation of their studies
and research.

This trajectory which encourages deepening research study and the
fine-tuning of theological thought and knowledge is, at the same time,
supported by the Academic Writing and Dissertation Architectonics course that
offers the new researcher the academic tools and methods with which to
compose his/her thesis in a scientifically appropriate and effective manner.

Moreover, regular presentations throughout the various stages of thesis
composition, along with consistent review, feedback, and the various
recommendations articulated by the body of the field commission during the
three colloquia are of great significance for the research support of the PhD
student during the completion of his/her doctoral dissertation. The knowledge
and experience gained at the colloquia provide the PhD student with the



necessary epistemological skills to act accordingly in his/her assistant duties in
tandem with positive evaluations given both by his/her professor and the
majority of the field commission.

Disciplined research on a multiplicity of issues based on the original
texts and their interaction with modern research tools and methods in the field
of Theology today are required by the new researcher. According to your
description, studies in Theology are characterized by adherence to the ethical
integrity that characterizes a responsible academic researcher. We may say that
new knowledge as a result of the use of new research methods based on new
technology is to be obtained in your curriculum.

Your PhD Program in Theology keeps the sequence of the courses under
constant control and it defines and sets forth practices by certain evaluation
criteria appropriately set forth. Consistency in work and practice for the whole
duration of a six-term program trajectory is a prerequisite to the successful
outcome of the main impact of your program i.e. to contribute to the
development in the field of Theology by creating high-quality research papers.
The use of modern technology in the field of Theology may offer new ways of
expressing theological issues by the study of the original texts and the
conveyance of Theology in terms through the modern era. Hence, the aim is
accomplished as a long-term and lasting effect may arise.

B. Specifications
1. How achievable are the goals and outcomes of the program?

According to the compulsory courses Research Methods in Theology/
Academic writing and Dissertation Architectonics which are referred in the
Curriculum: Supposing that each compulsory module which corresponds to
the internal criteria and presuppositions of the PhD student are sufficient (both
total 11 ECTS) to prepare the new incomer in a PhD program for the demands
of the dissertation, they are in agreement with the objective C: To contribute to
the development of theology by creating high-quality research papers.

2. To what extent does the Doctoral Program Curriculum ensure
achievement of the outcomes of the program, ie. the creation of a high-quality doctoral
dissertation?

The production of a high-quality doctoral dissertation is a demand for a
well-prepared PhD student, which calls upon him/her to achieve the following
aims: consistency, continuity, and ultimately, the completed project. The
proposed PhD Program is structured in a way to contribute to the
aforementioned criteria with the compulsory course titled: Modern teaching
Methods (ECTS 6). I strongly believe that pedagogical courses are improving



the already existing teaching methods in the educational process at the
university level, while at the same time inspiring the PhD trainee to apply these
new learned methods in teaching and to contribute to the continual
improvement of the teaching of a university course. Effectively, this
contemporary trend is in accordance with your program's course entitled:
Assisting to the Professor (ECTS 5).

3. To what extent does the doctoral program respond to the challenges of
the field of Theology in modernity?

There are many contemporary challenges in modern theological studies
that may arise from the dialogical character of theology and modern theological
modes of thought. It is necessary for a contemporary theologian and scholar to
deal with those challenges. Through the courses Research Seminar in Historical
Theology and the Research Seminar in Systematic Theology (both total 20
ECTS), along with the inclusion of elective courses, PhD students effectively
exchange dialogue and learn how to correspond amongst each other, while
simultaneously expressing the many different theories and hermeneutical
approaches which abound in theological studies today.

Through the aforementioned curricular structure, the PhD student
achieves the objectives of the program. The PhD has the structure to effectively
prepare and train the forthcoming researchers and academic faculty to
articulate and confront the modern questions in theology and church life.

Kind regards,
. Digitally signed by
|Oann|5 loannis Kourempeles
Date: 2021.02.22
Kourem peIeS 20:03:07 +02'00'

Prof. Dr. Ioannis Kourempeles



Lublin, Poland. 15.02.2021

Rev. Stawomir Nowosad
Professor of the John Paul I1 Catholic University of Lublin, Poland

Former Dean of Theology Faculty and Vice-Rector of the University

To Whom It May Concern

Review of the PhD Programme in Theology,
Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani University, Tbilisi, Georgia

Theological studies have been an essential part of the academic curriculum ever
since the first universities came into being in the Middle Ages. It was theology.
medicine and law that were called ‘higher disciplines” and enabled former Studia
Generalia or Cathedral Schools to achieve an academic status and become universities.
It was theology that was considered the most difficult as well as most important of the
academic disciplines and thus was called *domina theologia’.

I believe it is crucial for a good university to include theology programmes in
order to have an authentic and diversified programme of studies and a wide range of
scientific and scholarly issues to offer to its students. Such a programme should cover
doctoral programme. which is the case at the Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani University. The
proposed PhD Program in Theology guarantees that the intended objectives will be
achieved. What particularly matters is that doctoral students will not just acquire
necessary knowledge in Christian Catholic theology but also learn how to conduct
research. critically relate to sources and write a doctoral thesis.

The structure of the programme is logical and well balanced. It is obvious it is
going to be feasible. What can also be easily identified is that it is practically oriented.
Thus the graduates will be well-skilled to continue their research in contemporary
theology and culture issues in order to write and publish their achievements. They, too,
are going to be adequately prepared to teach both at elementary-secondary schools and
in colleges and university faculties.

Y ours,

\
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Rev. Stawomir Nowosad



