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Report on the master’s programmes MA International Conflict
and Security, LLM in International Economic Law, LLM in
International Law with International Relations, MA in
International Political Economy, and MA in International
Relations of The University of Kent

This repott takes as a starting point the NVAO assessment framework for accreditation at
programme level in Flanders.

Administrative data regarding the programmes

Master’s programme MA International Conflict and Security

Name of the programme: MA International Conflict and Security
HOR registration: yes

Level of the programme: mastet's

Orientation of the programme: academic

Number of credits: 90 or 120 EC

Specializations or tracks: 2

Location(s): Brussels City

Mode(s) of study: full time, part time

Expiration of accreditation: 30-09-2014

Master’s programme MA in International Relations

Name of the programme: MA in International Relations

HOR registration: yes

Level of the programme: mastet's

Orientation of the programme: academic

Number of credits: 90 or 120 EC

Specializations or tracks: Political Science; International Politics
Location(s): Brussels City

Mode(s) of study: full time, part time

Expiration of accreditation: 30-09-2014

Master’s programme MA in International Political Economy

Name of the programme: MA in International Political Economy
HOR registration: yes

Level of the programme: mastet's

Orientation of the programme: academic

Number of credits: 90 or 120 EC

Specializations or tracks: Political Science; International Politics
Location(s): Brussels City

Mode(s) of study: full time, part time

Expiration of accreditation: 30-09-2014
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Master’s programme LLM in International Law with International Relations

Name of the programme: LLM in International Law with Intetnational Relations
HOR registration: yes

Level of the programme: master of laws

Orientation of the programme: academic

Number of credits: 90 or 120 EC

Specializations or tracks: Political Science; International Politics; Public Taw
Location(s): Brussels City

Mode(s) of study: full time, patt time

Expiration of accreditation: 30-09-2014

Master’s programme LLM in International Economic Law

Name of the programme: LLM in International Economic Law

HOR registration: yes

Level of the programme: master of laws

Orientation of the progtamme: academic

Number of credits: 90 or 120 EC

Specializations or tracks: International Politics; Law and Politics; Economic Law
Location(s): Brussels City

Mode(s) of study: full time, patt time

Expiration of accreditation: 30-09-2014

The visit of the assessment committee International Studies to the Brussels School of
International Studies of The University of Kent took place on 2-4 June 2014.

Administrative data regarding the institution

Name of the institution: The University of Kent
Status of the institution: registered
Result institutional quality assurance assessment: not applied

Quantitative data regarding the programmes

The required quantitative data regarding the programmes ate included in Appendix 5.

Composition of the assessment committee

The committee that assessed the master’s programmes MA International Conflict and
Security, LLM in International Economic Law, LLM in International Law with International
Relations, MA in International Relations, and MA in International Political Economy
consisted of:

Prof. dr. Pierte Vetcauteren, chair of the committee
Prof. dr. Arild Saether, member

Drs.Ron Ton, membet

Dr.Freya Baetens, member

Ms. Tessa Baeck MA, student-member
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The committee was suppotted by Mark Delmartino MA, who acted as secretary. Adrienne
Wieldraaijer-Huijzer prepared and managed the assessment on behalf of QANU.

The board of the University of Kent and the Accreditation Organisation of the Netherlands
and Flandets (NVAO) approved the composition of the panel. Appendix 1 contains the
curricula vitae of the members of the panel. All members of the panel and the secretaries
signed a declaration of independence as required by the NVAO protocol to ensure that they
judge without bias, personal preference or personal interest, and the judgement is made
without undue influence from the institute, the programme or other stakeholders (see

Appendix 8).

Working method of the assessment committee

Preparations

On 21 April 2014, QANU received the critical reflection on each of the five master
programmes under review. After a check on relevance and completeness, the QANU project
manager requested the Brussels School of International Studies (further: BSIS) of the
University of Kent (further: UoK) to submit additional information and distributed the
teports and the additional materials to the members of the committee. They read the reports
and provided feedback on their findings to the secretary, who compiled this information for
discussion during the panel’s preparatory meeting. Furthermore, the secretary produced a list
of issues the committee could raise duting discussion with one or more stakeholder groups.

In addition, each committee member read 10 recent dissertations covering the full range of
matrks given, two pet programme. The committee members received QANU’s checklist for
the assessment of theses to ensure that their assessments were comparable. Since the
programmes lead to scientific degrees, the committee paid specific attention to the scientific
level of the theses, the academic requitements, carefulness of judgement by the reviewer of
the programme, and the assessment procedure used. Prior to the site visit, the committee
requested insight into the structure, content, assessment and evaluation of a selection of
courses. During the site visit, it assessed the quality of the course descriptions, student
information, and exams in more detail. An ovetview of all documents and theses reviewed by
the committee is included in Appendix 8.

The sectetaty visited BSIS on 29 Apzil 2014 to prepare the site visit. The meeting focused on
three issues: the programme of the various sessions, the materials to be made available for
review on site and the logistics of the three-day visit. As requested by QANU, the institution
carefully selected discussion partners. The proposal was discussed with, and eventually
approved by, the chair of the committee. An overview of the sessions and the respective
participants is included in Appendix 7.

Site visit

The site visit to the Brussels School of International Studies took place on 2-4 June 2014. It
started with a preparatory meeting, during which the committee was installed, instructed, and
its tasks and functioning were discussed. The committee members exchanged key
observations on the progtammes and agreed on internal working arrangements during the
visit. Finally, the committee identified the issues to be raised in the respective interviews.
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During the site visit, the committee also studied the matetials put at disposition by BSIS, such
as module descriptions, convenor notes, coutsework, module evaluations, and minutes of
meetings of the Board of Studies, Board of Examiners and the Joint Council.

During the site visit, the committee interviewed the progtamme management, teaching staff,
administrative staff, students, alumni, as well as members of the Board of Studies and the
Board of Examiners. Ptior to the site visit, both staff and students were informed about the
opportunity to speak to the committee confidentially during the ‘consultation hour’. No
requests wete received.

In the absence of specific domain-specific frameworks of reference (Appendix 2) for any of
the five programmes under consideration, the committee paid specific attention to the
intended learning outcomes of each programme which ate listed in Appendix 3.

After the concluding meeting with the management, the committee formulated its
considerations and preliminary conclusions per progtamme and quality standard. The site
visit was concluded with a short feedback by the chaitman of the committee highlighting the
key observations of the committee.

Report

After the visit, the secretary produced a draft vetsion of the report, which was submitted to
the committee for review and feedback. The input of the committee members was processed
in a revised draft report, which was then sent to the UoK to check for factual errors. The
comments and suggestions provided by the UoK wete discussed with the chair of the
committee. Based on the committee’s decisions to incorporate or ignote comments and
suggestions, the secretary compiled the final vetsion of the assessment repott.

Decision rules

In accordance with the NVAO’s Assessment framework for limited programme assessments
(as of 22 November 2011), the committee used the following definitions for the assessment
of both the standards and the progtamme as a whole.

Generic quality
The quality that can reasonably be expected in an international petspective from a higher
education bachelot’s or mastet’s programme.

Unsatisfactory
The programme does not meet the current genetic quality standards and shows serious
shortcomings in several areas.

Satisfactory
The programme meets the current generic quality standards and shows an acceptable level
across its entire spectrum.

Good

The programme systematically surpasses the curtent generic quality standards across its entire
spectrum.

Excellent
The programme systematically well surpasses the current generic quality standards across its
entire spectrum and is regarded as an (inter)national example.
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Summary judgement

This report provides an overview of the panel’s findings and considerations regarding the
mastet’s programmes International Conflict and Security, International Relations,
International Political Economy, International Law with International Relations, and
Intetnational Economic Law of the Brussels School of International Studies, University of
Kent. The panel based its judgement on information acquired from the critical reflection, a
number of selected theses, the interviews held during the site visit, additional reading material
which was available during the site visit, and the digital learning environment. The panel
found positive aspects as well as points for improvement. Although the panel is critical about
Standatd 2 of the mastet’s programme International Economic Law, it concludes that the all
mastet’s programmes satisfy the requirements for re-accreditation.

MA in International Conflict and Security

The MA in International Conflict and Security addresses a very specific area within the
broader field of international relations studies and targets students with a particular
motivation. According to the committee, this programme features three characteristics that—
taken as a combination — sets it apart from other master programmes in related fields at other
universities: interdisciplinatity, contacts with the professional field and a multi-national and
multi-cultural student and staff body. In the absence of a domain-specific reference
framework for Intetnational Conflict and Security studies in either the UK ot Flanders, the
committee established that the learning outcomes of the programme are formulated
adequately for its purpose as master programme of academic orientation. The programme will
address not only concepts and theories to understand contemporary international conflicts
and secutity issues, but also learn students about security policies, conflict prevention, eatly
warning and conflict management through negotiation and mediation. The committee,
moteover, considers that the intended learning outcomes reflect the requirements of the
discipline in an international perspective. Graduates from this programme are likely to find
suitable employment according to the committee, as there is a significant demand for
professionals wotking in countties experiencing conflict and/or managing, mitigating ot
resolving conflicts.

The one-year programme (90 EC, 1800 study hours) consists of two compulsory modules,
four electives and one dissertation, which accounts for one third of the regular programme
load. The extended variant (120 EC, 2400 study hours) consists of three more elective
modules or an additional study period abroad. According to the committee, the curticulum
allows students to gain an in-depth understanding of the core concepts of conflict, violence
and secutity. Through their choice of electives, students can add a component on for instance
migtation or gender. Some modules are taught by practitioners with an academic background
who spend most of their time in the field, e.g. as international mediator. These external
specialists often start from their own professional expertise and gradually add the academic
research perspective, an approach which is much appreciated by the students and brings a
patticular type of understanding and skills. On the basis of a sample of modules it reviewed,
the committee considers that the intended leatrning outcomes and objectives of the
ptogtamme are adequately translated in the learning goals of the curriculum modules.

The study load of the programme is feasible. Students are aware that they should take their
education in hand, but can rely on the availability and commitment of convenors, thesis
supetrvisors, PhD students and administrative staff. According to the committee, lecturers
have the adequate research and didactical expertise to deliver their modules. The number of
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permanent staff is limited, but sufficient for the delivety of the progtammes in their current
form. Moreover, the committee is impressed by the opportunities for study leave by academic
staff. The facilities at the Brussels School of International Studies are sufficient. The intranet
link with the University of Kent provides students with good access to the libraty and the
virtual learning network. The academic area, howevet, is not conducive for individual
research and the lecture/seminar rooms lack state-of-the art equipment, such as smartboards.

The assessment system follows the provisions established at the Univetsity of Kent and is
implemented adequately across all programmes in Brussels. The committee thinks highly of
the information that is provided to students in the programme and module specifications, as
well as of the feedback lecturers provide to students’ individual coutrsewotrk. On the basis of
the sample it reviewed, the committee considets the assessments to be valid, reliable and
transparent. The key assessment product invatiably being an essay, the committee suggests
the programme to diversify its assessment within and across modules.

The committee reviewed a sample of ten dissertations and considers each of these to be of
sufficient academic quality. Apatt from reading many (high/good) quality dissertations, the
committee also noticed that students with lower marks had difficulties in either formulating
an adequate research question or in building an argumentation based on the research findings.
Students are satisfied with the extensive and qualitative support they receive from theit
supervisors. More than 90% of the students who enrol on the programme eventually
complete it. Notwithstanding the economic crisis, International Conflict and Security
graduates continue to find suitable employment in line with the level and otientation of their
studies: some are now PhD students at BSIS, others have taken on functions with the Pacific
Council in Los Angeles, the National Democratic Insitute in Washington DC ot the South
Asia Democratic Forum in Brussels.

The Brussels School of International Studies follows the internal quality assutance provisions
of the University of Kent. The composition and tasks of the Board of Studies differ
somewhat from ‘Opleidingscommissies’ at Flemish universities, but its members are
competent, according to the committee. Students are represented on the Boatd, but could do
with a more prominent and visible role. Individual module evaluations are comptehensive
and constitute a useful complement to more informal evaluations. The committee appteciates
that student concerns are taken seriously and that issues arising from either formal
evaluations or informal discussions are addressed swiftly. The committee noticed that the
network of individual staff members has expanded over the years, which in turn cteates more
opportunities for academic and professional cooperation, as well as for students to spend
time studying, researching or working outside BSIS. Alumni, howevet, deserve further
attention of the programmes, as they are not structurally involved in quality assurance yet.

The committee assesses the standards from the Assessment framework for programme
accreditation in the following way:

MA International Conflict and Security:

Standard 1: Intended exit level satisfactory
Standard 2: Teaching and learning process satisfactory
Standard 3: Exit level achieved satisfactory
Standard 4: Set-up and organisation of the internal quality assurance satisfactory
General conclusion satisfactory
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MA in International Relations

The MA in International Relations provides students with advanced training in the methods,
scope, theories and findings in the field of International Relations. According to the
committee, this programme features three characteristics that— taken as a combination — sets
it apart from other master programmes in related fields at other universities:
interdisciplinarity, contacts with the professional field and a multi-national and multi-cultural
student and staff body. In the absence of a domain-specific reference framework for
International Relations studies in eithet the UK or Flandets, the committee established that
the learning outcomes of the programme are formulated adequately for its purpose as master
programme of academic orientation. The programme focuses on theory and methodology:
students ate acquiting a solid knowledge of the theories, heritage, development and major
debates of the International Relations discipline. It also prepares students explicitly for
postgraduate research. The committee, moreover, considers that the intended learning
outcomes reflect the requirements of the discipline in an international perspective.

The one-year programme (90 EC, 1800 study hours) consists of one compulsory module, five
electives and one dissertation, which accounts for one third of the regular programme load.
The extended variant (120 EC, 2400 study hours) consists of three more elective modules or
an additional study period abroad. The cutriculum allows students to gain an in-depth
understanding of the core concepts of international relations while offering a high degree of
choice. The programme particulatly caters for students who have graduated in other fields
and wish to transfer to international relations. Notwithstanding the options, the committee
considers the programme to be coherent: it is strongly informed by theory, the dissertation
ptocess is guatded carefully and the programme convenor is providing personalised advice to
students when deciding on their elective modules. On the basis of a sample of modules it
reviewed, the committee considers that the intended learning outcomes and objectives of the
progtamme are adequately translated in the learning goals of the curriculum modules.

The study load of the programme is feasible. Students are aware that they should take their
education in hand, but can rely on the availability and commitment of convenors, thesis
supetvisots, PhD students and administrative staff. According to the committee, lecturers
have the adequate research and didactical expertise to deliver their modules. The number of
permanent staff is limited, but sufficient for the delivery of the programmes in their current
form. Moteovet, the committee is impressed by the opportunities for study leave by academic
staff. The facilities at the Brussels School of International Studies are sufficient. The intranet
link with the University of Kent provides students with good access to the library and the
virtual leatning network. The academic area, however, is not conducive for individual
research and the lecture/seminar rooms lack state-of-the art equipment, such as smartboards.

The assessment system follows the provisions established at the University of Kent and is
implemented adequately across all programmes in Brussels. The committee thinks highly of
the information that is provided to students in the programme and module specifications, as
well as of the feedback lectuters provide to students’ individual coursework. On the basis of
the sample it reviewed, the committee considers the assessments to be valid, reliable and
transparent. Furthermore, the committee supports the convenor’s approach to test students’
understanding of the issues addressed in the compulsory module.

The committee reviewed a sample of ten dissertations and considers each of these to be of
sufficient academic quality. Apart from reading many (high/good) quality dissertations, the
committee also noticed that students with lower marks had difficulties in either formulating
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an adequate research question or in building an argumentation based on the reseatch findings.
Students are satisfied with the extensive and qualitative suppott they receive from their
supervisors. More than 90% of the students who enrol on the programme eventually
complete it. Notwithstanding the economic crisis, International Relations graduates continue
to find suitable employment in line with the level and otientation of their studies, for instance
as PhD researchers, at non-profit organisations (Network of European Foundations in
Brussels, Forsvarets Forskningsinstitut in Oslo) ot the European Commission.

The Brussels School of International Studies follows the internal quality assurance provisions
of the University of Kent. The composition and tasks of the Boatd of Studies differ
somewhat from ‘Opleidingscommissies’ at Flemish universities, but its members are
competent, according to the committee. Students are represented on the Boatd, but could do
with a more prominent and visible role. Individual module evaluations are comprehensive
and constitute a useful complement to more informal evaluations. The committee appteciates
that student concerns are taken seriously and that issues arising from either formal
evaluations or informal discussions are addressed swiftly. The committee noticed that the
network of individual staff members has expanded over the yeats, which in turn creates more
opportunities for academic and professional cooperation, , as well as for students to spend
time studying, researching or wortking outside BSIS. Alumni, however, deserve further
attention of the programmes, as they are not structurally involved in quality assurance yet.

The committee assesses the standards from the assessment framework for programme
accreditation in the following way:

MA in International Relations:

Standard 1: Intended exit level satisfactory
Standard 2: Teaching and learning process satisfactory
Standard 3: Exit level achieved satisfactory
Standard 4: Set-up and organisation of the internal quality assurance satisfactory
General conclusion satisfactory

MA in International Political Economy

The MA in International Political Economy addresses the geopolitical and social
transformation fostered by intensified trans-national economic integration. Accotding to the
committee, this programmes featutes three charactetistics that— taken as a combination — sets
it apart from other master programmes in related fields at other universities:
interdisciplinarity, contacts with the professional field and a multi-national and multi-cultural
student and staff body. In the absence of a domain-specific reference framework for
International Political Economy studies in either the UK ot Flanders, the committee
established that the learning outcomes of the programme are formulated adequately for its
purpose as master programme of academic orientation. The programme focuses explicitly on
bringing together the disciplines of politics, law and economics to better understand the
ssues in the field of international political economy. The committee, moreover, considers
that the intended learning outcomes reflect the requirements of the discipline in an
international petspective.

The one-year programme (90 EC, 1800 study hours) consists of two compulsoty modules,
four electives and one dissertation, which accounts for one third of the regular programme
load. The extended variant (120 EC, 2400 study houts) consists of thtee more elective
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modules or an additional study period abroad. The programme is coordinated in close
coopetation with the LLM programme in International Economic Law, and its curriculum is
composed of politics, economics, law and sociology modules. Moteover, Brussels-based
policy practitioners ate involved as teachers, tutors and guest-lecturers. On the basis of a
sample of modules it reviewed, the committee considers that the intended leatning outcomes
and objectives of the programme are adequately translated in the learning goals of the
curriculum modules. Cuttently, the programme is open to students with a variety of first cycle
backgrounds. Because students with no/hardly any previous background in the subject seem
to expetience more difficulties in understanding all materials, the committee suggests the
progtamme to consider sharpening the entry requirements admitting only students with a
reasonable background in economics and politics. This suggestion, however, does not affect
the overall positive appreciation of the committee regarding the quality of the individual
modules ot their alignment with the intended learning outcomes.

The study load of the programme is feasible. Students are aware that they should take their
education in hand, but can rely on the availability and commitment of convenors, thesis
supetvisots, PhD students and administrative staff. According to the committee, lecturers
have the adequate tesearch and didactical expertise to deliver their modules. The number of
permanent staff is limited, but sufficient for the delivery of the programmes in their current
form. Moreovet, the committee is impressed by the opportunities for study leave by academic
staff. The facilities at the Brussels School of International Studies are sufficient. The intranet
link with the University of Kent provides students with good access to the library and the
virtual learning network. The academic area, however, is not conducive for individual
research and the lecture/seminat rooms lack state-of-the art equipment, such as smartboards.

The assessment system follows the provisions established at the University of Kent and is
implemented adequately actoss all programmes in Brussels. The committee thinks highly of
the information that is provided to students in the programme and module specifications, as
well as of the feedback lectutrers provide to students’ individual coursework. On the basis of
the sample it reviewed, the committee considers the assessments to be valid, reliable and
transpatent. The committee also supports the convenor’s approach to test students’
understanding of the issues addressed in the compulsory module.

The committee reviewed a sample of ten dissertations and considers each of these to be of
sufficient academic quality. Students with lower marks on their dissertation usually had
difficulties in either formulating an adequate research question or building an argumentation
based on the research findings. However, any possible weakness in disciplinary know-how at
the start of the programme seems to have been repaired by the time students deliver the
dissertation. Students, moreovet, are satisfied with the extensive and qualitative support they
receive from their supetvisors. More than 90% of the students who enrol on the programme
eventually complete it. Notwithstanding the economic crisis, International Political Economy
graduates continue to find suitable employment in line with the level and orientation of their
studies, for instance as consultant ot at international organisations such as the UN or EFTA.

The Brussels School of Intetnational Studies follows the internal quality assurance provisions
of the Univetsity of Kent. The composition and tasks of the Board of Studies differ
somewhat from ‘Opleidingscommissies’ at Flemish universities, but its members are
competent, according to the committee. Students are represented on the Board, but could do
with a mote prominent and visible role. Individual module evaluations are comprehensive
and constitute a useful complement to more informal evaluations. The committee appreciates
that student concerns are taken setiously and that issues arising from either formal
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evaluations or informal discussions are addtessed swiftly. The committee noticed that the
network of individual staff members has expanded over the yeats, which in turn creates more
opportunities for academic and professional coopetation, as well as for student placement.
Alumni, however, deserve further attention of the programmes, as they are not structurally
involved in quality assurance yet.

The committee assesses the standards from the assessment framework for programme
accreditation in the following way:

MA in International Political Economy:

Standard 1: Intended exit level satisfactory
Standard 2: Teaching and learning process satisfactory
Standard 3: Exit level achieved satisfactory
Standard 4: Set-up and organisation of the internal quality assurance satisfactory
General conclusion satisfactory

LLM in International Law with International Relations

The LLM in International Law with Intetnational Relations aims to provide a level of
integration among two disciplines that will allow each domain to be informed by the other.
According to the committee, this progtamme features three characteristics that— taken as a
combination — sets it apart from other master programmes in related fields at other
universities: interdisciplinarity, contacts with the professional field and a multi-national and
multi-cultural student and staff body. In the absence of a domain-specific reference
framework for studies in International Law with Intetnational Relations in either the UK or
Flanders, the committee established that the learning outcomes of the programme are
formulated adequately for its purpose as initial master progtamme of academic orientation.
The programme considers the theoretical bases of international law and enables students to
understand and evaluate public international law and its role, potential and limitations in
international affairs. The committee, moreover, considers that the intended learning
outcomes reflect the requirements of the discipline in an international petspective. Graduates
from this programme are likely to find suitable employment according to the committee, as
there is a significant demand for professionals with a legal qualification outside the traditional
legal professions.

The one-year programme (90 EC, 1800 study houts) consists of four law modules, two
international telations modules and one dissertation, which accounts for one thitd of the
regular programme load. The extended variant (120 EC, 2400 study houts) consists of three
more elective modules or an additional study petriod abroad. The committee noticed that
modules often overlap with the MA programme in International Relations. On the basis of
the indications set by the respective programmes, it is possible to tailor a cutriculum that is
identical for five out of six taught modules. Furthermore, the committee points to the
different situations in England and Flanders with regard to awarding .M degrees to students
with no or hardly any previous backgtound in law. The committee therefore invites the
programme to consider awarding such students an MA rather than an LLM degtee. With
regard to the contents of the curriculum, the committee has no resetvations on the quality of
the individual modules or on the alignment of their learning goals with the overall programme
objectives and learning outcomes. On the contrary, the programme addresses an interesting
niche in the field of international studies, as well as a specific need of students who choose
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this programme out of academic interest, potential professional career oppottunities, ot a
combination of both.

The study load of the programme is feasible. Students are aware that they should take their
education in hand, but can rely on the availability and commitment of convenors, thesis
supetrvisors, PhD students and administrative staff. According to the committee, lecturers
have the adequate research and didactical expertise to deliver their modules. The number of
permanent staff is limited, but sufficient for the delivery of the programmes in their current
form. Moreover, the committee is impressed by the opportunities for study leave by academic
staff. The facilities at the Brussels School of International Studies are sufficient. The intranet
link with the University of Kent provides students with good access to the library and the
virtual learning network. The academic area, however, is not conducive for individual
tesearch and the lecture/seminar rooms lack state-of-the att equipment, such as smartboards.

The assessment system follows the provisions established at the University of Kent and is
implemented adequately across all programmes in Brussels. The committee thinks highly of
the information that is provided to students in the programme and module specifications, as
well as of the feedback lecturers provide to students’ mdividual coursework. On the basis of
the sample it reviewed, the committee considers the assessments to be valid, reliable and
transparent. The key assessment product invariably being an essay, the committee suggests
the programme to diversify its assessment within and across modules.

The committee reviewed a sample of ten dissertations and considers each of these to be of
sufficient academic quality. The dissertation topics are very much in line with the focus of the
progtamme. Apart from reading many (high/good) quality dissertations, the committee also
noticed that students with lower marks had difficulties in either formulating an adequate
research question or in building an argumentation based on the research findings. The
approach in all cases reflected the core discipline (Law) of the LLM programme. Students are
satisfied with the extensive and qualitative support they receive from their supervisors. Mote
than 90% of the students who enrol on the programme eventually complete it.
Notwithstanding the economic crisis, graduates in International Law with International
Relations continue to find suitable employment in line with the level and orientation of theit
studies, e.g. as legal officer with the special Tribunal for Lebanon in The Hague, as ditector of
the Forest Legislation Initiative in London, or as programme manager with the Getman
Institute for International and Security Affairs in Brussels.

The Brussels School of International Studies follows the internal quality assurance provisions
of the University of Kent. The composition and tasks of the Boatd of Studies differ
somewhat from ‘Opleidingscommissies’ at Flemish universities, but its members are
competent, according to the committee. Students are represented on the Board, but could do
with a more prominent and visible role. Individual module evaluations are comptrehensive
and constitute a useful complement to more informal evaluations. The committee appreciates
that student concerns are taken seriously and that issues arising from either formal
evaluations or informal discussions are addressed swiftly. The committee noticed that the
network of individual staff members has expanded over the years, which in turn creates more
opportunities for academic and professional cooperation, as well as for student placement.
Alumni, however, deserve further attention of the programmes, as they are not structurally
involved in quality assurance yet.

The committee assesses the standards from the assessment framework for programme
accreditation in the following way:
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LIM in International Law with International Relations:

Standard 1: Intended exit level satisfactory
Standard 2: Teaching and learning process satisfactory
Standard 3: Exit level achieved satisfactory
Standard 4: Set-up and organisation of the internal quality assurance satisfactory
General conclusion satisfactory

LLM in International Economic Law

The LLM in International Economic Law draws on the 'law-in-context' tradition and the
'wotld society' approach to offer an integrated interdisciplinary perspective on the global
economy. It aims to provide students with knowledge and understanding of the legal
structures, institutions and principles underpinning efforts to regulate the international flow
of goods, services and capital. Students acquire methodological skills and conceptual tools to
understand and evaluate the interplay of law and social, political and economic factors in the
structure of the global economy. According to the committee, this programme moreover
features three characteristics that — taken as a combination - sets it apart from other master
programmes in related fields at other universities: interdisciplinarity, contacts with the
professional world and a multi-national and multi-cultural student and staff body. In the
absence of a domain-specific reference framework for International Economic Law studies in
either the UK or Flanders, the committee established that the learning outcomes of the
programme are formulated adequately for its purpose as master programme of academic
orientation. The committee, moreover, considers that the intended learning outcomes reflect
the requitements of the discipline in an international perspective, as well as the above-
mentioned core objectives of the programme.

The one-year programme (90 EC, 1800 study hours) consists of three compulsory modules,
three electives and one dissertation, which accounts for one third of the regular programme
load. The extended variant (120 EC, 2400 study hours) consists of three more elective
modules or an additional study period abroad. The committee has a number of concerns with
regard to the design and implementation of the programme. Reviewing the curriculum, the
committee noticed a considerable ovetlap with the MA programme in International Political
Economy. On the basis of the indications set by the respective programmes, it is even
possible to tailor the same curticulum of taught modules. The main difference lays in the
topic and approach of the dissertation, which is informed by law rather than political
economy. Moreover, the committee thinks it is important to take into account that in
Flanders, LLM degtees are usually not awarded to students with no or hardly any first-cycle
background in law. The committee therefore invites the programme to consider awarding
such students an MA rather than an LLM degree. Whilst recognising the programme is
fulfilling the formal requirements for an LLM degree according to the programme
specifications, the committee is above all concerned that the legal component is undet-
emphasised across the programme modules and that the curriculum as a whole pays
insufficient attention to the various specialisms that constitute international economic law.
According to the committee, this situation is particularly problematic when students enter the
programme with hardly any background in law but are awarded an LLM degree in a specific
domain of law by producing a dissertation in the legal field and following four law modules
which do not cover the breadth of international economic law. While the programme is
aiming to attract students with a variety of backgrounds, some of these students seem to
expetience more difficulties in understanding all materials, hence the committeee’s suggestion
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to considet shatpening the entty requirements admitting only students with a reasonable
backgtound in law. Finally, the committee noticed the limited number of student intake over
the past few years and wonders to what extent this programme remains viable and
sustainable.

The study load of the programme is feasible. Students are aware that they should take their
education in hand, but can rely on the availability and commitment of convenors, thesis
supetvisors, PhD students and administrative staff. According to the committee, lecturers
have the adequate research and didactical expertise to deliver their modules. The number of
petmanent staff is limited, but sufficient for the delivery of the programmes in thetr current
form. Moreover, the committee is impressed by the opportunities for study leave by academic
staff. The facilities at the Brussels School of International Studies are sufficient. The intranet
link with the Univetsity of Kent provides students with good access to the library and the
virtual learning network. The academic area, however, is not conducive for individual
research and the lecture/seminat rooms lack state-of-the att equipment, such as smartboards.

The committee concludes that in terms of the teaching and learning process, staff and
facilities ate adequate and sufficient, but considers that the current curriculum on
international economic law does not contain sufficient subject-specific clout for a one-year
LLM programme.

The assessment system follows the provisions established at the University of Kent and is
implemented adequately across all programmes in Brussels. The committee thinks highly of
the information that is provided to students in the programme and module specifications, as
well as of the feedback lecturets provide to students’ individual coursework. On the basis of
the sample it reviewed, the committee considers the assessments to be valid, reliable and
transparent. The key assessment product invariably being an essay, the committee suggests
the programme to diversify its assessment within and across modules.

The committee reviewed a sample of ten dissertations and considers each of these to be of
sufficient academic quality. Students with lower marks for their dissertation usually had
difficulties in either formulating an adequate research question or building an argumentation
based on the research findings. However, any possible weakness in disciplinary know-how at
the start of the progtamme seems to have been repaired by the time students deliver the
dissertation. Students, moteover, are satisfied with the extensive and qualitative support they
receive from theit supetrvisors. More than 90% of the students who enrol on the programme
eventually complete it. Notwithstanding the economic crisis, International Economic Law
graduates continue to find suitable employment in line with the level and orientation of their
studies, for instance at the European Central Bank, in a law firm or at the US Consulate
General.

The Brussels School of International Studies follows the internal quality assurance provisions
of the Univetsity of Kent. The composition and tasks of the Board of Studies differ
somewhat from ‘Opleidingscommissies’ at Flemish universities, but its members are
competent, according to the committee. Students are represented on the Board, but could do
with a mote prominent and visible role. Individual module evaluations are comprehensive
and constitute a useful complement to more informal evaluations. The committee appreciates
that student concetns ate taken setiously and that issues atising from either formal
evaluations or informal discussions are addressed swiftly. The committee noticed that the
network of individual staff members has expanded over the years, which in turn creates more
oppottunities for academic and professional cooperation, as well as for student placement.
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Alumni, however, deserve further attention of the programmes, as they are not structurally
involved in quality assurance yet.

The committee assesses the standards from the assessment framework for programme
accreditation in the following way:

LILM in International Economic I aw:

Standard 1: Intended exit level satisfactory
Standard 2: Teaching and learning process unsatisfactory
Standard 3: Exit level achieved satisfactory
Standard 4: Set-up and organisation of the internal quality assutance satisfactory
General conclusion satisfactory for a limited petiod

The chair and the secretary of the committee hereby declare that all members of the
committee have studied this report and that they agree with the judgements laid down in the
report. They confirm that the assessment has been conducted in accordance with the
demands relating to independence.

Date: 15 July 2014

B W ! \
( e 04E | ! 7 ‘\\
J"J- ){‘_’ .\__. A — \\\.
Prof. Dt. Pierre Vetrcauteren Mark Delmartino MA
Chair Secretary
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Description of the standards from the Assessment framework for limited
programme assessments

Pteliminary comments

The University of Kent is a public institution established under Royal Charter in 1965. The
University established a centre in Brussels in 1998 to offer postgraduate programmes in a
range of intetnational studies based on politics, law and economics. These are offered
through the Brussels School of International Studies. The programmes offered in Brussels are
full progtammes of the University and the degrees awarded are those of the University of
Kent. These programmes ate ‘owned’ by the relevant Schools of the University, principally
the School of Politics and International Relations and the Kent Law School. As a chartered
institution, the University of Kent is subject to the provisions of the Quality Assurance
Agency for Higher Education in England (QAA). The University is subject to a quality audit
by the QAA and programmes are monitored through periodic programme reviews, module
evaluations and external examiners’ reports. The five programmes under consideration have
been patt of the overall review of programmes in the respective Schools.

Under the provisions of the European Higher Education Area and respecting the freedom of
establishment enshrined in EU Treaties, the University 1s entitled to offer these programmes
in Brussels without further accreditation. However, in order to simplify recognition of awards
in some third countries and to identify itself as a recognised institution of higher education
within Belgium, the University sought initial accreditation of its core programmes through
NVAO in 2010. It obtained this accreditation in September 2011 and was recognised by the
Flemish Ministty of Education in October 2011. The period of accreditation is limited in time
and expites at the end of September 2014. The scope of the current assessment exercise is to
establish whether the existing five programmes continue to fulfil the four generic quality
standards of the Accreditation Otrganisation of the Netherlands and Flanders. Compliance
with these standards will lead to a renewed period of acctreditation in Flanders and thus
continued tecognition by the education authorities in Flanders.

The committee has studied self-evaluation reports, dissertations and programme materials of
five different academic master programmes, i.e. those programmes that have been accredited
by NVAO in 2011. The BSIS brochure mentions that it currently offers ten master
progtammes and three PhD programmes, hosting five academic schools of the University of
Kent. This set-up allows students to specialise in one programme while informing their
petsonal approach to international studies with courses spanning such disciplines as political
science, law, sociology, history and economics. The BSIS representatives emphasised during
the discussions on site that they tend not to think in terms of individual programmes, but
rather look at the comptehensive picture of programmes and modules on offer at BSIS.
Much of what has been written in the self-evaluation reports or discussed during the site visit
is valid for all (mastet) programmes at BSIS. Nevertheless, this assessment report only applies
to the five programmes under review. Moreover, the way education and learning is organised
at BSIS makes it difficult for the committee to always point to specific features of individual
ptogrammes. All findings and considerations therefore apply to all five programmes under
review, unless the programme(s) concerned are/is named explicitly.

The five progtammes under consideration have been designed in accordance with the norms
for a mastet’s degtee established by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education in
England (QAA). They are full programmes of the University of Kent, which is also awarding
the degrees. The committee found it particularly challenging at times to apply an evaluation
framework that reflects the Dutch and Flemish higher education situation to programmes
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which are established in line with the British system. In cases whete progtamme elements
differ from what is customary in Flanders, the committee has reported these divetgences. The
committee has tried in its findings to pay due respect to (the status of) the five progtammes
and the University of Kent / Brussels School of International Studies as propetly recognised
and accredited institutions and programmes in England. In its considerations, however, the
committee has been guided by the NVAO accreditation framework. The committee would in
any case have welcomed more precise guidelines from the education authotities on how to

address these differences.
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Standard 1: Intended exit level

The intended exit level is determined based on the manner in which the subject/discipline-specific learning
outcomes are translated into programme-specific leatning outcomes.

Criteria:

The intended programme-specific learning outcomes match the level and orientation (Bachelot’s or Mastet’s
degree; professional ot academic orentation) within the Flemish qualification framework and, if available, the
validated subject/discipline-specific outcomes framework. They correspond with the curtent requirements that
are set from an intetnational petspective in the professional field and the discipline for the content of the
programme.

Findings

This section on the intended exit level reports on the committee’s findings regarding the
domain-specific reference framework, the intended learning outcomes, as well as the level and
otientation of the programmes. The first half of this section covers general element that
apply equally to all five programmes. The latter half of this section is dedicated to the specific
profile and objective of each programme and the way this specificity is confirmed in the
intended learning outcomes and the career perspectives of future graduates.

General findings

The five programmes submitted for assessment are all conceived as initial master
programmes of academic orientation in a specialist field. Initial means in this context that the
progtammes ate open to students with an appropriate bachelor’s degree who can enrol
directly, without work experience. Three programmes lead to a Master of Arts degtee, while
two others confer the title of Master of Laws. For each programme BSIS has prepared a
sepatate self-evaluation report. The sections describing the intended exit level contain the
profile of each programme, as well as its objectives and the intended learning outcomes the
student is expected to have achieved on completion of the master programme. According to
the committee, these desctiptions are adequate and sufficiently specific for each of the five
programmes.

The intended leatning outcomes for each programme are listed in Appendix 3 to this repott.
They are otganised under four headings: knowledge and understanding, intellectual skills,
subject-specific skills and transferable skills. Reviewing and comparing the different sets of
intended learning outcomes, the committee noticed that on completion of their MA
programmes, students from the three MA programmes are expected to have achieved the
same intellectual and transferable skills. The learning outcomes in terms of intellectual skills,
knowledge and understanding are to a very large extent specific for the three different
programmes. The learning outcomes for the two LLM programmes are organised under the
same four headings, are very similar to each other but different from the three MA
programmes. On completing their LLM programme, graduates in International Economic
Law and International Law with International Relations will have achieved the same
intellectual, transferable and subject-specific skills. They will also dispose of the same types of
knowledge and understanding, albeit in the separate domains of international economic law
and international public law, respectively.

As part of the assessment exercise, the committee was tasked to validate the domain specific
reference framework for each of the five programmes. The procedure leading to this
validation is detailed in Appendix 2 to this report. According to BSIS, there are no domain
specific reference frameworks established in the UK which cover the areas under review. In
Flandets, such frameworks are called domain specific learning outcomes (‘domeinspecificke
leertesultaten’), which are set in common by all higher education institutions offering a
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specific programme. The frameworks that have been validated until now do not include any
of the domains under review in this assessment exercise. The committee has checked for each
of the five programmes whether the learning outcomes are in line with what can reasonably
be expected of a master’s programme of academic orientation in this particular field. On the
basis of this review, the committee considers that the domain specific learning outcomes of
the five master programmes are formulated adequately.

All five programmes are designed in accordance with the norms for a degree at mastet’s level
as established by the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education in England (QAA) and
should meet the expected standards of a Master’s degree according to the Dublin desctiptors.
The committee compared the intended learning outcomes for each of the five progtammes
with the Dublin descriptors at master’s level and noticed that the different sets of learning
outcomes indeed encompass the outcomes of the Dublin descriptors.

According to the committee, the intended learning outcomes for each of the five programmes
are formulated in such a way that they reflect aptly a master degree of academic otientation.
The programmes and their learning outcomes do refer to the professional context and
contain skills and attitudes that will also be useful on the labour market. However, the
programmes prepare primarily for original postgraduate research or a demanding
international career. Nevertheless, the committee noticed that BSIS also pays propet attention
to the professional orientation of its programmes. Over the years, it has built relationships
with a range of international Brussels-based organisations (European Commission, Eutopean
Parliament, NATO, international NGOs, etc.). These contacts enable students to gain
practical experience through internships and enrich the programmes and modules through
guest lectures and workshops. The committee acknowledges the efforts of BSIS in integrating
the professional world into its academic work and recognises that this conttibutes to the
successful transition of graduates from the programme into employment ot further study.
Furthermore, the committee reviewed in the self-evaluation reports the professional
opportunities the different programmes are likely to offer to their graduates and compared
these descriptions to the discussions with both staff and alumni. Taking into account that the
current economic crisis is an obstacle to employment in almost all sectors, the committee
considers the announced professional perspectives to be realistic.

Findings M.A in International Conflict and Security

According to the self-evaluation report, the MA in International Conflict and Secutity is
designed to provide the knowledge, as well as analytical and practical skills to understand the
dynamic and complex factors of modern conflict and to issue effective and legitimate
responses to the main contemporary security issues. The programme aims a.o. to (i) attract
those seeking to prepare for careers in fields concerned with international conflicts and those
with a general intellectual interest in contemporary secutity issues; (ii) provide students with a
research-active teaching environment which gives them a good grounding in the study of
international conflict and war, cooperation, security and peace; (i) examine how state, non-
state and supra-national actors behave and interact in conflict situations; (iv) ensure that
students acquire a solid knowledge of theories of the causes and dynamics of different kinds
of contemporary conflict and security threats and the means to manage them. The committee
acknowledges with sympathy the particular profile and objectives of the programme.
Reviewing the intended learning outcomes, the committee noticed that the programme
objectives are incorporated adequately in the learning outcomes.

The programme of the MA in International Conflict and Security 1s structured in a similar
way to the programme in International Conflict Analysis offered by the School of Politics and
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International relations at UoK, but with a specific focus on security to reflect the interests of
the specialists in Brussels. The interdisciplinary nature of BSIS moreover enables students to
study aspects of international law or economics to enrich their understanding of such
ptroblems. The location in Brussels enables students to observe and learn first-hand from the
wotking of international organisations, which gives the programme a much more practical
dimension in comparison with programmes offered elsewhere. Furthermore the international
composition of the student body with some 40-50 different countries represented enables the
study of international issues in a highly internationalised environment. Throughout the site
visit, the committee has come to understand and appreciate the added value of offering this
programme in an interdisciplinary environment with exposure to the professional world and
in a multinational classroom.

The committee moteover subscribes to the position of the programme that career
opportunities related to international peace and conflict work have increased substantially in
recent yeats. There is a significant demand for professionals working in countries
expetiencing conflict, as well as for professionals needed to manage, mitigate, or tresolve
conflicts such as negotiating peace agreements, preventing deadly conflict, building positive
relations among adversaries, and developing secure and stable societies. In sum, this
programme according to the committee is addressing a specific niche in international relations
studies through a mastet’s degree of academic orentation that targets a group of highly
motivated students.

Findings MA in International Relations

According to the self-evaluation report, the MA in International Relations is designed to
ptovide students with advanced training in the general methods, scope, theories, and findings
in the field of International Relations. The programme is designed a.o. to: (1) provide students
with a research-active teaching environment; (i) acquire a good understanding of the
methodologies for the study of international processes; (iif) obtain solid knowledge of
theoties of international relations, the heritage and development of the discipline, its major
debates and its inherent nature as an interdisciplinary study. The committee acknowledges
with sympathy the particular profile and objectives of the programme. Reviewing the
intended learning outcomes, the committee noticed that the programme objectives are
incorporated adequately in the learning outcomes.

This programme is structured in a similar way to the programme with the same title offered
by the School of Politics and International relations at UokK, as well as at the Flemish
universities of Leuven and Antwerp. In line with the findings on the MA programme in
International Conflict and Society, the International Relations programme in Brussels has
some special features: interdisciplinarity, contacts with the professional world, multinational
student body. Moreover, the programme at BSIS offers advanced learning in International
Relations in combination with a high degree of choice to compose one’s own tailor-made
programme. The committee recognises that this programme indeed sets itself apart by
offering a broad spectrum of choices in an interdisciplinary environment.

The committee motreover subscribes to the position of the programme that there is a
significant and growing demand for professionals with an understanding of International
Relations and an adequate training in the relevant theory and methods. Such professionals are
needed both in the setvice of individual states, in international organisations and in research.
According to the committee, the programme will also address the increasing need expressed
by a wide range of NGOs, voluntary organisations and the private sector. Those practising
international telations need not just the theoretical understanding of the development of the
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discipline but also knowledge of methods and the relationship with other disciplines to be
able to take a sufficiently balanced view of the world. In sum, this programme according to
the committee is offering master students the opportunity to compose their own specific
niche programme in international relations studies. The combination of content choice and
academic rigour will allow students to use this programme as a stepping stone to a
professional or academic career in their area of preference.

Findings MA in International Political Economy

According to the self-evaluation report, the MA in International Political Economy equips
students to address the global geopolitical and social transformation fosteted by intensified
trans-national economic integration in the early 21st century. The programme aims a.o. to: (i)
offer a critical perspective of the interplay between structures and actors in the global
economy, political systems and processes, individuals and the institutions of civil society; (ii)
acquire a solid understanding of methodologies for the study of Social Science in general, and
in the application of those understandings to the study of International Political Economy in
particular; (iif) acquire the necessary skills for advanced assessment of contempotaty
problems in International Political Economy and theit solutions. The committee
acknowledges with sympathy and interest the particular profile and objectives of the
programme. Reviewing the intended learning outcomes, the committee noticed that the
programme objectives are incorporated adequately in the learning outcomes.

This programme is currently not taught at UoK, but broadly similar programmes exist in a
number of other UK universities. The International Political Economy programme at BSIS
shares the same features with the other MA progtammes in Brussels: interdisciplinatity,
contacts with the professional world, and the multinational student body. Throughout the site
visit, the committee has come to understand and appreciate the added value of offering this
programme in an interdisciplinary environment, with exposure to the professional wotld and
in a multinational classtoom.

The committee, moreover, shares the viewpoint of the programme that thete is a significant
and growing demand for professionals with an understanding of International Political
Economy and an adequate training in the application of multi-disciplinary analysis to policy
and business practices. Such professionals are needed both in the private and the public
sector, in the service of national governments, businesses, international organisations, and
NGOs. In sum, this programme according to the committee is offering students with a well-
defined area of interest the opportunity to focus on a vety specific atea in international
studies at academic master level.

Findings LLM in International Law with International Relations

According to the self-evaluation treport, international law and international relations have
traditionally been taught as discrete subjects, in spite of their close relationship. The LLM in
International Law with International Relations aims to provide a level of integration that will
allow each discipline to be informed by the other. The programme aims a.0. to provide: (i) a
postgraduate qualification of value for students intending to play a leading role in any field of
public international law; (i) a sound knowledge and systematic undetstanding of the
institutional structures, key legal principles and particular contexts of international law and
international relations (iif) a degree of specialisation in areas of public international law of
individual interest; (iv) a sense of critical awareness of the operation of public international
law. The committee acknowledges with sympathy and interest the patticular profile and
objectives of the programme. Reviewing the intended learning outcomes, the committee
noticed that all programme objectives are incorporated adequately in the learning outcomes.
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This progtamme is structured in a similar way to the programme with the same title offered at
UoK. The ptrogramme in Brussels has some special features, however. First, the
interdisciplinary nature of the BSIS enables students to combine easily optional modules in
aspects of international politics, conflict and security or economics to enrich their
understanding of such problems. Secondly, the location in Brussels enables students to
observe and learn first-hand from the working of international organisations through study
visits, through the provision of guest lectures by diplomats and others working in such
otganisations, and through the possibility of internships in such organisations. Furthermore
the international composition of the student body enables the study of international issues in
a highly internationalised environment. Throughout the site visit, the committee has come to
understand and appreciate the added value of offering this programme in an interdisciplinary
environment, with exposure to the professional world and in a multinational classroom.

The committee, motreovet, subscribes to the position of the programme that its
interdisciplinary apptroach will be particularly appropriate to the needs of those involved with,
ot hoping to wotk for international non-government agencies, foreign affairs departments
and international law firms. The increasing juridification of international life is leading to a
great demand for professionals with a legal qualification, especially outside of the traditional
‘legal’ professions. In sum, this programme according to the committee is offering master
students the opportunity to combine two important subject areas in an interdisciplinary way
at academic level, which in tutn should offer them a competitive advantage on the
international labour market.

Findings LLM in International Econonsic Law

Accotding to the self-evaluation report, the process of economic globalisation is placing
demands on scholars, lawyers and regulators that traditional legal education is increasingly
unable to meet. The LLM in International Economic Law 1s founded on the belief that the
distinctions that largely inform and underlie academic disciplines and carve up the study of
law into discrete subjects cloud analytical judgment and limit the range of possibilities of
normative tenewal in the realm of global economic governance. The programme thus draws
both on the 'law-in-context' tradition in Kent Law School and on the 'wotld society' approach
informing much work in International Relations at Kent and at BSIS to offer a highly
integrated interdisciplinary perspective on the global economy. The programme aims a.o. to
provide: (i) a postgraduate qualification for those intending to pursue a careet in the field of
international trade, business or regulatory affairs; (i) sound knowledge and systematic
understanding of the legal structures, institutions and principles underpinning efforts to
regulate the international flow of goods, services, and capital; (iii) the methodological skills
and conceptual tools necessary to understand and evaluate the interplay of law and social,
political and economic factors in the structure of the global economy; (iv) a sense of critical
awareness of the operation of international economic law in different contexts, especially as
tregards issues of distributive justice. The committee acknowledges with interest the very
patticular profile and objectives of the programme. Reviewing the intended learning
outcomes, the committee noticed that the programme objectives are incorporated adequately
in the learning outcomes.

This progtamme is structured in a broadly similar way to programmes with the same title
offered at Warwick ot SOAS London, but it differs significantly from more common LLM
courses in International Business Law or Commercial Law which tend to focus on
transactions, not regulation. The programme in Brussels, moreover, shares the same features
with the other MA and LLM programmes: interdisciplinarity, contacts with the professional
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wortld, and the multinational student body. Throughout the site visit, the committee has come
to understand and appreciate the added value of offering this programme in an
mnterdisciplinary environment, with exposure to the professional wotld and in a multinational
classroom.

The committee, moreover, subscribes to the position of the progtamme that it provides the
knowledge, conceptual tools and analytical skills approptiate for the development of careers
in international organisations, international law firms, governmental and non-governmental
organisations in the fields of trade and finance, and international business. In sum, this
programme according to the committee is offering master students the opportunity to
combine two important subject areas in an interdisciplinary way at academic level, which in
turn should offer them a competitive advantage on the international labour market.

Considerations

The committee considers that each programme has a distinctive profile that is fit for purpose.
Each programme is positioned adequately and with respect for its individual specificity within
its respective domain. According to the committee, the programme objectives are clear and
sufficiently specific.

In the absence of domain-specific reference frameworks for the programmes under review in
either the UK or Flanders, the committee formally established that the domain specific
learning outcomes of the Master in International Conflict and Secutity, the Master in
International Relations, the Master in International Economic Law, the Master in
International Political Economy and the Master in International Law with International
Relations are formulated adequately for their purpose as mastet’s programmes of academic
orientation in the respective fields.

The committee confirms that the intended learning outcomes of each of the five programmes
are in line with what can be expected of a mastet’s progtamme of academic orientation in the
specific field. The outcomes also cover the Dublin Desctiptots for ptogrammes at master’s
level. The committee considers that the learning outcomes set out in the five self-evaluation
repotts reflect the requirements of the discipline in an international petspective.

The committee subscribes to the position of BSIS that the five programmes share a few
common features that — taken as a combination - set them apart from othet more traditional
master programmes with the same or similar names. There are more programmes featuring
interdisciplinatity, or contacts with the professional world, or a multinational student body,
but at BSIS programmes make optimum use of the combination of these strengths, accotding
to the committee.

According to the committee, BSIS pays proper attention to the professional orientation of its
programmes. Moreover, the professional opportunities the different programmes are likely to
offer to their graduates are realistic. The committee therefore considers that each of the five
programmes is addressing a specific (multi)disciplinary niche that should attract students with
a clear academic profile and explicit ambitions for the period beyond graduation.

The considerations of the committee and its positive assessment of standard 1 for each of the
five programmes are entirely based on the description of the intended profile, objective and
learning outcomes. The question whether the intentions ate adequately translated into the
curriculum and can eventually be reached at graduation will be addressed in the next sections
of this report.
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Conclusion
The committee considers the intended exit level to be satisfactory for all five master
programmes under review.

Mastet’s programme MA International Conflict and Security: the committee assesses Standard 1 as
satisfactory.

Master’s programme MA in International Relations: the committee assesses Standard 1 as
satisfactory.

Master’s programme M in International Political Economy: the committee assesses Standard 1 as
satisfactory.

Mastet’s programme LIM in International Law with International Relations: the committee
assesses Standard 1 as satisfactory.

Mastet’s programme LIM in International Economic Law: the committee assesses Standard 1 as
satisfactory.
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Standard 2: Teaching and learning process

"The teaching and learning process makes it possible for the students to realise the intended learning outcomes.

Criteria:

The content and the design of the programme, including the programme-specific teaching and learning
methods, enable the admitted students to achieve the intended leatning outcomes. The quality and quantity of
the staff and the quality of the programme-specific facilities ate essential for this. Curriculum, staff and facilities
form a cohesive teaching-learning environment for the students. The transfer rate for incoming students serves
as an indicator in this respect. The measures for improvement ensuing from the quality assurance at the
programme level are taken into consideration, as is the follow-up to the previous assessment.

Findings

This section on the teaching and learning process reports on the committee’s findings
regarding the curriculum structure, staff, facilities, study load, tutoring, intake and
internationalisation. The first half of this section deals with elements that equally apply to all
five programmes. The second half of the section is dedicated to the contents and coherence
of each individual programme and reports to what extent the modules on offer enable the
admitted students to achieve the intended learning outcomes.

General findings

Each programme consists of 180 credits (the extended version has 240 credits) and each
credit reflects ten hours of study. According to the self-evaluation reports, the UK system of
conversion to ECTS counts one credit as 0.5 ECTS, hence the programmes equate to the
standard British Mastet’s degree of 90 ECTS. The committee, however, remarks that in
Flanders and the Netherlands, the study load is calculated as 28 hours of study per Eutopean
Credit (EC), as a ‘studiepunt’ is referred to in NVAO reports in English. One year of full-
time study in Flanders and the Nethetlands amounts to a total load of about 1680 houts, i.e.
42 weeks of 40 hours for a total of 60 EC. Calculating the total number of study hours (1800)
of the UoK-BSIS programmes according to the NVAO system, the five master programmes
under review amount to about 65 EC and their extended variants to about 86 EC. The
committee therefore acknowledges that according to the study load calculations applicable in
Flanders and the Netherlands, both variants comply with 