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Beoordelingskader
Beoordelingskader voor de beperkte toets nieuwe opleiding van de NVAO (Stcrt. 2010, nr
21523).

lnlichtingen

Lisette Winsemius

+31 (0)70 3122381
Lwinsemius@nvao. net

Bevindingen
De NVAO stelt vast dat in het paneladvies deugdelijk en kenbaar is gemotiveerd op welke
gronden het panel de kwaliteit van de opleiding voldoende heeft bevonden.

Advies panel
Samenvatting bevindingen en ovenruegingen van het panel.

This report is issued by the panel appointed by the Accreditation Organisation of the
Netherlands and Flanders (NVAO) to assess the conditions for initial accreditation of the
Master of Laws Advanced Studies programme in lnternational Children's Rights (lCR) at
Leiden University. The small-scale, English language programme targets experienced legal
professionals and newly graduated lawyers from around the world who wish to specialise in
children's rights. The application concerns a one-year full-time programme of 60 credits,
which can also be followed in a part-time variant.
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pagina 2 u.n 5 The new programme on lnternational Children's Rights (lCR) is set up by Leiden Law
School, which has developed several advanced Leiden Law School Master (LLM)
programmes in recent years. The ICR programme management benefited from the
experience at the Law School in developing such programmes and in preparing initial
accreditation files. Moreover, the new programme is embedded in existing policies, systems
and regulations at both faculty and university level.

The ICR programme objectives have been established with the support of the professional
field, academic staff and international students. Programme developers have made
considerable efforts to formulate learning outcomes, which the panel considers clear,
specific and adequate for a legal programme of academic orientation at advanced maste/s
level.

The exclusive focus on international children's rights is unique for education programmes in
the Netherlands and beyond. The new programme strikes a fìne balance between academia
and the professional world: according to the panel, it offers not only specialist legal
knowledge and advanced academic skills, but it also prepares students for a legal career in
the field of international children's rights.

The programme consists of eight courses and a thesis. According to the panel, the courses
together form a coherent curriculum. Following its review of the course outlines and the
discussions on site, the panel is generally satisfied with the curriculum contents and
considers that the learning goals of individual courses are linked to the envisaged learning
outcomes at programme level. Nevertheless, it invites the programme to better
accommodate the subject of child victims and witnesses.

The admission criteria are strict and the selection procedure is clear. The panel encourages
the Board of Admissions to set clear benchmarks when considering applications from
graduates without a full law degree. The tuition fee is not excessive but may prevent
students without a scholarship from applying. The panel therefore supports the intentions of
the management to look for alternative funding schemes. ln this way, the global character of
the programme will also be reflected in the range of incoming students.

The panel has encountered a coherent team of highly motivated staff on site: lecturers are
established experts in their own field and support staff is very professional. Academic and
administrative staff together plan to provide very adequate guidance for students, who will
also benefit from the very good facilities that are available for advanced LLM students.

The description of the assessment procedures, the review of exams and papers from other
advanced LLM programmes and the discussion on site with lecturers have convinced the
panel that the new ICR programme includes an adequate assessment system. Both
assessment modes and evaluation criteria are transparent for students. Moreover, lecturers
have a clear vision on what they want to assess, and how. The examination board is already
in place: according to the panel, it is functioning independently from the management and
the board members feel competent to address the various tasks assigned to them.

The panel acknowledges the guarantee from Leiden Law School that all students who are
enrolled on the new programme should be able to complete it. Moreover, previous
investments in other advanced LLM programmes entail that there are no major additional
programme-specific investments. Costs linked to the new ICR programme will be covered
entirely with the enrolment fees of 15 students. Leiden Law School is providing sufficient



pagina 3 urn 5 fìnancial resources to develop and start the programme; if required it will financially support
the programme for at least three years.

Considering that the new programme fulfils in a satisfactory way all four quality standards
set by the NVAO assessment framework, the panel advises NVAO to take a positive

decision regarding the quality of the proposed Master of Laws Advanced Studies
programme in lnternational Children's Rights at Leiden University.

Besluit
lngevolge het bepaalde in artikel 5a.10, derde lid, in verbinding met artikel 5a.11, zesde lid,

van de WHW heeft de NVAO het college van bestuur van de Universiteit Leiden teleiden in

de gelegenheid gesteld zijn zienswijze op het voornemen tot besluit d.d.22 december 2014
naar voren te brengen. De instelling heeft geen opmerkingen en/of bezwaren geformuleerd

op het voornemen tot besluit.

De NVAO besluit de aanvraag Toets nieuwe opleiding wo-master Advanced Studies of
lnternational Children's Rights van de Universiteit Leiden positief te beoordelen.

Graad: Master of Laws

Advies Croho-onderdeel: recht

Van kracht tot en met 26 februari 2021

Den Haag, 27 februari2015

De NVAO
Voor deze

n Demeulemeester
/ (vicevoorzitter)

Tegen dit besluit kan op grond van het bepaalde in de Algemene wet bestuursrecht door
een belanghebbende bezwaar worden gemaakt bij de NVAO. De termijn voor het indienen
van bezwaar bedraagt zes weken.
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V = voldoende O = onvoldoende

Ondenrerp Standaarden Oordeel

I Beoogde eindkwalificaties De beoogde eindkwalificaties van de opleiding
zijn wat betreft inhoud, niveau en oriëntatie
geconcretiseerd en voldoen aan internationale
ersen

2 Onderwijsleerom geving Het programma, het personeel en de
opleidingsspecifieke voorzieningen maken het
voor de instromende studenten mogehjk de
beooode eindkwalificaties te realiseren

3 Toetsing De opleiding beschikt over een adequaat
systeem van toetsinq

4 Afstudeergarantie en
financiële voorzieningen

De instelling geeft aan studenten de garantie
dat het programma volledig kan worden
doorlopen en stelt toereikende financiële
voozieninqen beschikbaar

Algemene conclusie V
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Het panel kende de volgende samenstelling:

- Prof. dr. W. van Genugten (voozitter) hoogleraar internationaal recht, Tilburg University
en bijzonder hoogleraar North-West University in Zuid Afrika;

- Prof. dr. A. Skelton, hoogleraar rechten van het kind, Pretoria University in Zuid Afrika.
Heeft zich daarnaast als advocaat ingezet voor de rechten van kinderen in zuid Afrika en
onder Nelson Mandela de nieuwe wetten geschreven om de rechten van kinderen te
beschermen;

- Joren Selleslaghs, (student-lid), alumnus master EU lnternational Relations and
Diplomacy Studies, College of Europe in Brugge

Het panel werd bijgestaan door drs. L. Winsemius, beleidsmedewerker NVAO,
procescoördinator en dhr. M. Delmartino MA van MDM Consultancy Antwerp, secretaris.

Prof. dr. Wouter Vandenhole, Universiteit van Antwerpen was aanvankelijk lid van het panel,
maar heeft zich voorafgaand aan het vooroverleg na uitvoerig overleg teruggetrokken om
enige schijn van afhankelijkheid te vermijden.


