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I. INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background of evaluation process

The evaluation of on-going study programmes is based on the Methodology for Evaluation of
Higher Education Study Programmes, approved by the Order No. 1-01-162 of 20" December
2010 of the Director of the Centre for Quality Assessment in Higher Education (hereafter,
SKVC). Evaluation is intended to help higher education institutions to constantly improve their

study programmes and to inform the public about quality of studies.

The evaluation process consists of the main following stages: 1) self-evaluation and the Self-
evaluation Report prepared by a Higher Education Institution (hereafter, the HEI); 2) a visit of
the Review Panel at the higher education institution; 3) preparation of the evaluation report by

the Review Panel and its publication; 4) follow-up activities.

On the basis of the study programme external evaluation SKVC takes a decision to accredit the
study programme either for 6 years or for 3 years. If evaluation of the programme is negative

such programme is not accredited.

The programme is accredited for 6 years if all evaluation areas were evaluated as “very good”

(4 points) or “good” (3 points).

The programme is accredited for 3 years if none of the areas was evaluated as “unsatisfactory”

(1 point) and at least one evaluation area was evaluated as “satisfactory” (2 points).

The programme is not accredited if at least one of evaluation areas was evaluated as

“unsatisfactory” (1 point).
1.2. General

The application documentation submitted by the HEI follows the outline recommended by
SKVC. Along with the Self-evaluation Report and Annexes, the following additional documents

have been provided by the HEI before, during and/or after the site-visit:

No. Name of the document
1. Study Modules Assessment Criteria (submitted 25-03-2015).
2. Master Thesis Assessment Scheme (submitted 25-03-2015).

Studijy kokybés vertinimo centras 4



1.3. Background of the HEI/Faculty/Study field/Additional information

The principal means for the Review Panel to gather information and statistics about the

evaluated Institution and its programmes was the Self-Evaluation Report (hereafter, the SER).

According to the SER (p. 5-6):
‘The second cycle (master) study programme History and Politics (hereinafter the
Programme) is implemented by SU Humanities Faculty (hereinafter the Faculty). The
Faculty was founded in 1997, after the reorganisation of the Faculty of Philology of
Siauliai Pedagogical Institute (the Department of the Lithuanian Language has been
functioning within Siauliai Teacher Training Institute since 1948). The Faculty implements
studies of all three cycles: first cycle (Bachelor), second cycle (Master) and third cycle
(Doctor) degree studies, has a profound harmony between theory and practice, is

recognized not only in the region but also all over the country /.../

The History Department is responsible for implementation of the Programme. Obligatory
and optional (alternative) study subjects are taught by lecturers of the Faculty, Social

Sciences Faculty and visiting lecturers from other scientific and educational institutions.

The Programme has been functioning since 2012/13 academic year. It was accredited by
Centre for Quality Assessment in Higher Education, 25 April, 2012, Order No. SV6-18.".

1.4. The Review Panel

The Review Panel was composed according to the Description of the Review Team Member
Recruitment, approved by the Order No. 1-01-151, 11/11/2011 of the Director of the Centre for
Quality Assessment in Higher Education. The visit to the HEI was conducted by the Panel on
05/05/2015.

1. Dr. Hab. Jakub Basista (the Chair of the Team)

Lecturer at Jagiellonian University Institute of History, Poland.

2. Prof. Siegfried Beer

Professor at the University of Graz Department of History, Austria.
3. Mr Peter D’Sena

Academic Developer, University of East London, United Kingdom.

4. Assoc. Prof. Vygantas Vareikis

Head of the Department of History at Klaipéda University, Lithuania.

5. Mr Gintautas Rimeikis

Graduate of the first cycle study programme in History at Lithuanian University of Educational Sciences, student of the
second cycle study programme in Management of Education and Leadership at Lithuanian University of Educational

Sciences, Lithuania.
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Il. PROGRAMME ANALYSIS

2.1. Programme aims and learning outcomes

Siauliai University (hereafter, SU) and its Humanities Faculty are young in institutional terms
and its Masters Programme in History and Politics is even younger, being only at the end of the
first year of its second cycle. Hence, both institutional knowledge and experience of it is fairly
limited. The programme complies with all legal and qualification requirements that are

university, nationally and EU-related.

The SER on the whole is complete and lucid, though in places perhaps a little optimistic. The
topical connection between history and politics is convincing, particularly in its emphasis on
societal needs in Northern Lithuania and the importance of social partners/employers and the
impressive support of the programme by locality and region. The principle of employability for
its students is stressed and its success with the first group of graduates underlines this strategy —
all graduates of the programme are employed (the SER, p. 11, and the section 5.11, p. 26).

The principle of orientation towards intended learning outcomes appears to be understood both
by staff and students. This pertains to academic proficiency, as well as professional
requirements. The result of efforts to educate students for interdisciplinary work and independent
research, as claimed in the SER, can only be really gauged by the quality of the final thesis. The

latter must be seen as the vital intended learning outcome.

The programme aims and intended learning outcomes are well formulated and in line with
contemporary trends, even if a certain disproportion between the constituent parts (history and
politics) was observed (detailed information is provided in 2.2 section of the final report).
Programme aims and intended learning outcomes are publically accessible on the Internet only in

the Lithuanian language, at: http://www.su.lt/stojantiesiems/priemimas/magistranturos-

studijos/7548-istorija-ir-politika.

Attention should be paid that the Dublin descriptors for the second cycle do not appear to be
adequately enough observed. In particular there is lack of strong evidence, that this programme’s
graduates ‘can apply their knowledge and understanding, and problem solving abilities in new or
unfamiliar environments within broader (or multidisciplinary) contexts related to their field of
study; have the ability to integrate knowledge and handle complexity, and formulate judgements
with incomplete or limited information, but that include reflecting on social and ethical

responsibilities linked to the application of their knowledge and judgements’ (quoted from
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Dublin descriptors for the second cycle) *, especially when we relate it to politics on a national

and international level.

The issue of learning levels, i.e. differentiating demands on first and/or second-year students — is
not specifically addressed as well. There seems, however, to be awareness for the need of both
general competences and subject-specific competences.

As for compatibility between the programme’s name, aims and intended learning outcomes,
academic demands and field work opportunities, quality of studies (contact and self-study) and
personal growth, there appears to be a viable balance and good opportunities for individual
student development. This may also be due to the small-scale nature of student numbers (every
year from 6-10 students are admitted on the programme) on the programme and good

faculty/staff support.

As important as local and regional needs can and must be, there appears to be too little focus in
the programme aims and intended learning outcomes on general national concerns, let alone
European or international issues. Granted, this needs time to develop both in terms of staff

experience and networking possibilities.
2.2. Curriculum design

Legal requirements appear to have been met and methodologies provided by such expert bodies
as the CLIOH.NET and the TUNING project seem to be by and large observed. However,
evidence from the meetings during the site visit suggests that individual staff members and
students were unfamiliar with them. It is advised that more effort should be made to implement
more full and thorough understanding of intended learning outcomes, the European Credit
Transfer System (ECTS) and workload on both sides of the teacher’s desk.

As it is indicated in the SER, the curriculum is designed in the form of a ‘modular structure’.
While this is a modern approach to curriculum design, the contents of the examined programme
do not justify fully such an approach. All ‘modules’ consist of one course, usually worth 6
ECTS. In no case were similar or parallel ‘modules’ grouped to form a real teaching module.
Thus in the final report these components will be referred to as study subjects, rather than
modules. A modular structure would be very welcome indeed, but would call for a deeper

restructuring of the curriculum.

! http://www.tcd.ie/teaching-learning/academic-development/assets/pdf/dublin_descriptors.pdf

Studijy kokybés vertinimo centras 7


http://www.tcd.ie/teaching-learning/academic-development/assets/pdf/dublin_descriptors.pdf

The programme is solidly structured: there are 5 study subjects per semester with an allocation of
6 ECTS-each; compulsory study subjects and individually chosen alternatives are well balanced,;

and student self-study proportionately varies between 60 and 72% — both acceptable ratios.

Subjects are spread evenly over the four semesters and they are not repetitive. Their description
in the SER points to appropriate levels and methods of instruction for a Masters programme, to

make the acquisition of the intended learning outcomes accessible.

From the description of the study subjects one gets the impression that history elements prevail
too heavily. This is visible when analysing the curriculum of the programme, where both among
mandatory subjects and the alternative ones there are very few subjects, which can be considered
strictly politics subjects (the SER, Appendix 5, the mandatory subjects which can fall within the
category are: History and Politics: Research and Controversy, Political Doctrines of Modern
Times: Theory and Practice, Politics and Diplomacy yielding only 18 ECTS; among the
alternatives are possibly: Political Rhetoric, The Creation and Development of Modern Local
Self-government in Lithuania, Culture and Practical Policy yielding another 18 ECTS, if all are

chosen by students).

One outstanding deficiency, as already alluded to above, lies in the narrow local and regional
emphasis in the content, as evidenced throughout the programme from the introductive subjects
to the defence of the thesis. To put it bluntly, the scope of this curriculum, though credibly
adapted to new trends in the historical sciences and to students’ and social partners’ needs and
demands, gives the impression of being a bit too provincial. Moreover, there appears to be a
shortage of instruction devoted to international institutions and organisations, as well as the
methodology of their functioning and how they are researched. This should be rectified as the

programme hopefully grows and becomes more directed towards international and global issues.

The way the curriculum is designed means it aims primarily at a maturing of the student towards
writing an academic Master thesis on a self-chosen topic of academic and socio-political
relevance deploying good methodical research skills, using primary sources and secondary
literature. The structure of the thesis is clearly specified and consistent monitoring of the

student’s progress in writing this final paper appears to be secure.

However, the analysis of several examples of the students’ final theses has raised not only
quality issues, but also quantity questions, since a length of only 105.000 characters is

significantly short of international Master thesis standards, particularly since it is work that is
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intended to represent more than a whole semester’s work. It was also felt too little attention was
again given to an equal distribution between historical and political topics, with the former
prevailing in all works. Furthermore, one gets an impression that more preparatory work for
thesis writing might be necessary and certainly would be advantageous. More on this and related
topics is given in section 2.5.

Student practices are incorporated well into curriculum time, but the practical execution of them
appears to be limited to local archives and institutions of culture. The Review Panel was not
advised of any practice held at a strictly political institution of either a national or international
character.

2.3. Teaching staff

Staff, as described in the SER, appear to be adequately qualified in terms of experience, depth of
specialization, and in experience of research and publication. According to the SER (p. 15) there
are 7 full-time lecturers working on the programme (3 professors and 4 associate professors) and
5 visiting lecturers (from Lithuanian University of Educational Sciences, Vilnius University and
2 lecturers who work in other institutions in Siauliai). 4 of the visiting lecturers have a PhD. Staff
qualifications are in compliance with the requirements set in the regulatory documents?®.
Research interests of staff are in compliance with the programme and study subjects intended
learning outcomes (the SER, p. 15).

Contact time and supervision make up a good portion of the staff workload and the division of
supervisory duties regarding thesis work is considerate to both staff and students and moreover,
due to the small-scale nature of the programme (in the last years 6, 7, 10 students were admitted
to the programme per year), the teacher to student ratio compares well to Central European
contexts, though an occasional outside lecturer, even for a short duration or a semester,
preferably from beyond the Baltic Region, would have invigorative effect and enhance the
necessary and widely expected trend towards more international orientation and collaboration.
One gets the impression that Siauliai University as a whole and also its Humanities Faculty, are
suffering from self-isolation which may also explain the strong local bias (the SER, p. 18). The
mobility of teaching staff is always a difficult proposition, but it is fast becoming a professional
necessity everywhere in academia. Developing in this area would strengthen the international
outlook of the programme as a whole.

2 General Requirements of Master Degree Study Programmes approved by the Order of the Minister for Education
and Science of the Republic of Lithuania.
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Evidence suggests that financial restraints have led to so little emphasis by staff on international
politics and international history (i.e. old-fashioned diplomacy and statecraft issues). Though it
means that students and graduates remain strongly oriented towards the local, regional and also
national market for employment. There is a case, however, for suggesting that there is a growing
need for all Baltic States to expand their visions to European and global dimensions and so the
Department should aim to make greater efforts to participate in larger national and perhaps even
more importantly, in international research projects like CLIOHRES. This would be of benefit to
both staff and students. Additionally, including students in the research projects of staff members
would strengthen the formers’ research skills, so badly needed for increasing the quality of the

final theses.

The Review Panel was informed that efforts to enhance teaching quality are being made, though
the degree and extent of staff engagement and participation is not clear from the SER or site
visit. There appears to be no system of incentives and/or penalties for individual professional

pedagogic development.
2.4. Facilities and learning resources

Premises, facilities and buildings for teaching and self-study are impressive for a small
university. Classroom equipment is modern and technically advanced. The reconstructed
building of the Faculty was designed to meet all the contemporary criteria of security and an
effective learning environment. It is worth mentioning that during the reconstruction special
teaching classrooms for group work were designed and organised — a rarity at many traditional
institutions. Wi-Fi is available in all the buildings and is free of charge. Taking into account the
small number of students, they enjoy excellent conditions at the Faculty.

The renovated library, with over 500 study places, is outstanding in terms of working places and
electronic support. The size of the collections is actually astonishingly good for a university less
than 20 years old and there is good access to electronic data bases and so it compares well with
many other universities. It can only be hoped that students take full use of such abundant and
attractive facilities. Learning materials as presented on site and described in the SER (p. 21) are

sufficient and adequate.

In the third semester students are required to participate in a scientific practice. There appear to
be no standardized procedures for selection of institutions where students should carry out their
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scientific practices and what the minimum requirements of such practices are. Looking from an

international perspective this could be an area for further improvement.
2.5. Study process and students’ performance assessment

Regulations for admission are transparent (an applicant should have completed university
undergraduate studies in Humanities or Social Sciences. A competitive score comprises of the
average mark of the final thesis or qualification exam and diploma supplement. Applicants who
do not have History bachelor degree have to take bridging studies and to pass particular study
subjects) and announced on the University’s website (the SER, p. 21-22), however due to the
small number of applicants admission is not competitive, but administrative. Social support for
students seems to be ensured (the SER, section 5.5, p. 23). Declining enrolment is explained in

the SER as being due to mainly demographic factors.

The majority of the students seem to be involved in scientific research activities of varying
intensity and it is laudable that students’ research work can be published in University
publications and publications of local institutions and NGOs. This makes for transparency and
gives students pride in their work. Organizing student conferences or promoting student
participation in general academic events, which is being implemented at the Faculty and in the

municipal environment at that (pre-doctoral) level, is an excellent idea.

Opportunities for student mobility exist (the SER, section. 5.9, p. 25, also information is
provided on the website of the University), but it seems that they have only rarely been taken up.
As it appears from the SER only 1 student on the programme took advantage of Erasmus
opportunities, while 2 other participated in international student conferences (the SER, p. 25).
This promotes and strengthens a kind of provinciality which needs to be overcome.

Academic support for students seems to be sufficient. And the impression from students’
statements is that there is a high level of contentedness with the programme. Students also
professed that most of them also maintained a job during the time of their studies and then
practically all graduates of the History and Politics Master programme (one year of graduates so
far) apparently moved into mostly local and regional jobs after finishing their studies. According
to the SER, ‘they all have jobs’. One graduate entered History doctoral studies in Vilnius
University. Another graduate work in Siauliai State College, 4 graduates work as History
teachers in gymnasiums, two are managers, and one works in the museum’ (the SER, p. 26).

Social partners and employers have a high opinion of this programme and it receives unqualified
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support from them as well as from graduates. The issue of students’ honesty is being dealt with
sufficiently — strict means of reacting when the dishonesty appears are combined with

precautionary means (the SER, section 5.12, p. 26).

What is not clear is how students’ self-assessment could be better monitored and gauged and,
more importantly, how the quality of their final theses could be improved. The Master theses
revealed several important shortcomings. In many cases they were relatively short by general
European standards and most of them were either in whole or large part descriptive, rather than
analytical. In addition, practically all leaned towards history, not politics and the history topics
tended to focus on local matters — not even national Lithuanian, not to mention global issues.
This aspect of student outcomes needs to be carefully addressed and some solutions introduced.
Possibly answers lie in stronger tutoring in research methodologies, as well as diversification in

the content offered.

To stress the issue again and strongly — most of the Masters theses were structured by emphasis
on narrative and descriptive approaches and critical analysis and an interpretative focus seemed
to be lacking. While such an approach is not uncommon and found in numerous educational
institutions, especially when dealing with historical topics, where ‘what had happened?’ is
always an important question, the contemporary scholarship and modern educational trends,
support pursuing the question of ‘why has something happened?’ paving the way for young
people’s analytical skills to develop. The Review Panel strongly suggests a shift towards a much

stronger execution of analytical and critical skills in students’ final theses.

Also, as English summaries are important, they need to be of higher standard linguistically — in
some cases they were incomprehensible. As already mentioned, the final paper of a Masters
programme should also comply with international standards by being geared more to a length of
180.000 characters.

2.6. Programme management

University, Faculty and Departmental committees are allocated with responsibility for
overseeing the implementation of the programme. More locally, programme management and
quality assurance are continuously and collegially discussed. Departmental self-evaluation seems
firmly established and study subjects evaluations are routinely carried out. The Review Panel

was able to analyse the self-evaluation procedures based only on the SER (p. 28-30) and the
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procedures presented in that document appear sufficient in quality and quantity. No serious

doubts were raised by students and graduates during meetings with the Review Panel.

The meetings with the Review Panel have shown great acceptance of, even satisfaction with this
programme by staff, students, alumni and social partners, not least about its usefulness and
relevance. On the whole, SU and its Faculty of Humanities seem to be aware of the widely
accepted standards of CLIOHNET and Tuning. This creates a solid base for developing the

programme further.

More diversity in subject and personnel, if financially feasible, might be a useful way for
expansion and solidification of the programme. In particular elements of internationalisation of
the programme through guest lectures (using, for example, the Erasmus Plus Project) or possibly
even guest lectures would greatly enrich the programme and add the badly needed international
dimension. Since the programme deals with history and politics it may be useful to involve
practitioners in politics such as, for example, EU Parliament deputies, consuls and even
ambassadors, in some tutoring and guest lecturing. Another way forward would be to create
more study subject choices in politics and political history; and creating a greater emphasis on

support for foreign language development.

Management of student affairs and interests in regard to this programme is already well-
developed and so, in this respect, the programme has a good foundation and there is potential for

improvement.
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I11. RECOMMENDATIONS

The overall assessment of the programme is positive, yet there is huge potential for development,
growth and change. Considering the fact that the programme is new, the suggestions below,
might help in its development. First and foremost it is important that all participants of the
programme have a clear, in-depth understanding of the curriculum, how it was composed and
what its constituent parts are. It is advised that more effort should be made to implement more
full and thorough understanding of the intended learning outcomes, the European Credit Transfer
System (ECTS) and workload on both sides of the teacher’s desk.

1. There is a visible lack of balance between the two constituent parts of the programme, —
history and politics — which is a unique combination in Lithuania. Steps need to be taken
to strengthen and develop study subjects devoted to both theoretical and methodological
aspects of politics. Revision of the module system application would be welcomed as

well.

2. In direct connection with the above lies the need for greater internationalisation of the
programme. A global focus and an attempt to include global players in the teaching
process appear to be vital and necessary. This should include a number of elements such
as the creation of new subjects (possibly optional), including more foreign language
lectures, tutorials and possibly even complete subjects with an international and/or
global focus. Invitations to and participation of international practitioners in politics is

also a viable and interesting possibility.

3. Special attention should be given to the analysis of the processes of writing the Masters
thesis with continuous instruction and more practice in academic writing throughout all
four semesters and deeper methodological instruction. This should result in more
analytical work both researching and writing in a thesis, which would, as stated earlier,
also need to be longer. Special care needs to be taken to include carefully and precisely
written English language summaries, which provide the title in English along with a

description of sources and methodologies used.

4. Programme management should seriously consider broadening the base for student
practices. First, it should better facilitate student practices outside the Siauliai region and
also even possibly facilitate international practices, for example in Lithuanian embassies
abroad and involve political institutions and organizations along scholarly and cultural

lines.
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IV. EXAMPLES OF EXCELLENCE

Siauliai University has been able to create an exceptional material base for learning, which
includes excellent classroom space equipped with all necessary technical devices, including an
excellent library, very good computer facilities and access to many databases.

Special attention should be drawn to the excellent cooperation between the Faculty, students,
stakeholders and social partners. All players appear to form one big family supporting each other

in realising the programme.
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V. SUMMARY

Siauliai University’s Masters programme in History and Politics is, in its construction, unique in
Lithuania and not commonly found around the world. At the same time the focus of the
programme is local and only reaches outside national contexts at times. Due to the character of
the University and the city with its environs, this is understandable and this approach has huge
support from the community. On the other hand it limits the potential paths of development of
students and graduates. It is hard to imagine a graduate from the programme getting a job in one
of EU institutions or even the Lithuanian diplomatic service without additional training.

The programme is well constructed in terms of aims and intended learning outcomes. It is
monitored and continuously adapted and geared towards qualifications and employability.
However, it needs to be more balanced towards politics generally and international and global

issues specifically.

The study subjects are sufficiently balanced, though the subjects are locally and regionally
oriented. Additionally, work on preparing for the final Masters thesis needs special attention;
with such a great emphasis placed on it, its length requirement should be expanded and more

stress put on the analytical skills demonstrated within it.

Teaching staff are well qualified and committed though, again, their research focus seems mainly
geared to local and regional Lithuanian issues. Topical expansion, within the staff base, to

embrace more European and global matters is a necessity (see above).
Facilities and learning resources are modern and up-to-date.

Here lies the crux: Siauliai University programme for History and Politics needs to be raised up
to an international Masters standard. This can best be achieved by demanding a longer and more

analytical final thesis, perhaps more closely monitored by the chosen or allocated staff adviser.

The overall managerial structure of the programme is well developed. This programme has good
potential for expansion and additional foci. Currently, it is well received by all concerned.
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V1. GENERAL ASSESSMENT

The study programme History and Politics (state code — 621V30001) at Siauliai University is

given a positive evaluation.

Study programme assessment in points by evaluation areas.

Evaluation of

No. Evaluation Area anareain
points*
1. | Programme aims and learning outcomes 3
2. | Curriculum design 3
3. | Teaching staff 3
4. | Facilities and learning resources 4
5. | Study process and students’ performance assessment 2
6. | Programme management 4
Total: 19
*1 (unsatisfactory) - there are essential shortcomings that must be eliminated;
2 (satisfactory) - meets the established minimum requirements, needs improvement;
3 (good) - the field develops systematically, has distinctive features;
4 (very good) - the field is exceptionally good.
Grupes Vado_vaS: Dr. Hab. Jakub Basista
Team leader:
Grupés nariai:
Team members: Prof. Siegfried Beer
Mr. Peter D’Sena
Assoc. Prof. Vygantas Vareikis
Mr. Gintautas Rimeikis
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Vertimas i§ angly kalbos

SIAULIU UNIVERSITETO ANTROSIOS PAKOPOS STUDIJU PROGRAMOS
ISTORIJA IR POLITIKA (VALSTYBINIS KODAS - 621V30001) 2015-07-20
EKSPERTINIO VERTINIMO ISVADU NR. SV4-213 ISRASAS

<..>
VI. APIBENDRINAMASIS IVERTINIMAS

Siauliy universiteto studijy programa lIstorija ir politika (valstybinis kodas — 621V30001)

vertinama teigiamai.

Eil. Vertinimo sritis Srities
Nr. jvertinimas,

balais*
1. Programos tikslai ir numatomi studijy rezultatai 3
2. Programos sandara 3
3. | Personalas 3
4. Materialieji iStekliai 4
5. Studijy eiga ir jos vertinimas 2
6. Programos vadyba 4
IS viso: 19

* 1 - Nepatenkinamai (yra esminiy trilkumy, kuriuos biitina pasalinti)
2 - Patenkinamai (tenkina minimalius reikalavimus, reikia tobulinti)
3 - Gerai (sistemiSkai plétojama sritis, turi savity bruozy)

4 - Labai gerai (sritis yra i$skirtiné)

<...>

V. SANTRAUKA

Siauliy universiteto antrosios pakopos studijy programa Istorija ir politika savo sandara yra
unikali Lietuvoje ir apskritai gana reta pasaulyje. Vis délto programa yra labiau orientuota |
vietos konteksta, per maZai démesio skiriant tarptautiSkumui. Atsizvelgiant j universiteto pobiid]
ir miesto bei jo apylinkiy istorija, toks programos vykdytojy poZiliris yra suprantamas.
Atitinkamai jj labai palaiko vietos bendruomené. Kita vertus, tai riboja studenty ir absolventy
tobuléjimo ir karjeros galimybes. Vargu, ar baigusieji Sig studijy programg galés jsidarbinti
Europos Sajungos institucijose, Lietuvos diplomatinése atstovybése be papildomy jgtdziy

igijimo.

Kalbant apie studijy programos tikslus ir numatomus studijy rezultatus bei programos sandara,
programa yra tinkamai sudaryta. Ji periodiSkai perZitirima ir atnaujinama, kad jgyta kvalifikacija

atitikty darbo rinkos poreikius ir uZtikrinty jsidarbinimo galimybes. Vis délto §i studijy programa
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turéty biiti labiau orientuota j politikos dalyka bendrai bei tam tikru mastu j tarptautinius ir

globalius klausimus.

Programos studijy dalykams yra biidingas tinkamas balansas, ta¢iau pazymétina, kad jie yra
labiau orientuoti j vietos ir regiono konteksta. Taip pat pabréztina, kad magistro baigiamojo
darbo rengimui reikéty skirti daugiau démesio; nors magistro baigiamajam darbui ir yra teikiama
didelé¢ reikSmé, reikéty apsvarstyti galimybe padidinti jo apimtj bei labiau akcentuoti

analitiSkumo svarba.

Programos déstytojy kvalifikacija yra tinkama, jie atsidave darbui, taciau jy mokslo tiriamoji
veikla daugeliu atvejy apsiriboja tik vietos ir Lietuvos regioniniy klausimy nagrinéjimu.
Tematikos plétojimas, siekiant apimti daugiau Europos ir globaliy klausimy, yra bitinybe (kaip

paminéta pirmiau).
Materialieji ir mokymosi iStekliai yra Siuolaikiski.

Labai svarbu, kad Siauliy universitete vykdoma studijy programa Istorija ir politika bity
patobulinta ir atitikty tarptautinius magistrantiiros studijy programoms taikomus standartus.
Norint tai pasiekti reikéty uZztikrinti, kad baigiamasis darbas biity didesnés apimties ir

analitiSkesnis, jo rengimg turéty atidziau stebéti pasirinktas ar paskirtas déstytojas.

Apskritai programos vadybos struktiira yra tinkama. Studijy programa turi daug plétros

galimybiy. Siuo metu programos socialiniai dalininkai ja vertina itin palankiai.

<...>

I11. REKOMENDACIJOS

Apskritai studijy programa yra vertinama teigiamai, taciau jos plétojimo, augimo ir pokyciy
potencialas vis dar yra nemaZzas. Kadangi studijy programa yra nauja, Zemiau yra pateikiami
siilymai galimai sudarysiantys prielaidas jos tobulinimui. Svarbiausia, kad visos programa
suinteresuotos Salys aiSkiai ir visapusiSkai suprasty studijy turinj bei kaip studijy programa buvo
sudaryta. Taip pat reikéty daugiau démesio skirti déstytojy ir studenty numatomy studijy
rezultaty, Europos kredity perkélimo ir kaupimo sistemos (ECTS) ir darbo kriivio paskirstymo

supratimui.

1. Néra pusiausvyros tarp dviejy sudétiniy programos daliy — istorijos ir politikos. Minétyjy

dalyky derinys yra unikalus Lietuvoje. Reikéty daugiau démesio skirti teoriniams ir
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metodologiniams politikos aspektams. Moduliy sistemos taikymo perziiiré¢jimas taip pat

yra rekomenduotinas.

2. Reikéty didinti studijy programos tarptautiSkumg. Tarptautinis kontekstas ir bandymas |
mokymo procesg jtraukti tarptautinius dalyvius yra svarbus ir bitinas. Siam tikslui j
programg reikéty jtraukti naujy (galimai pasirenkamyjy) studijy dalyky, skaityti daugiau
paskaity, taip pat vesti seminary, ar net tam tikrus studijy dalykus déstyti uzsienio kalba,
orientuojantis ] globalius klausimus. Reikéty apsvarstyti galimybe pasikviesti déstyti

politikos praktiky i§ uzsienio.

3. Ypac daug démesio reikéty skirti magistro baigiamojo darbo rengimo procesui, per visus
keturis semestrus nuosekliai ugdant studenty akademinio raSymo geb¢jimus, pateikiant
jiems iSsamesnius metodologinius nurodymus. Tai turéty uZztikrinti baigiamyjy darby
analitiSkuma, aukstesn¢ raSymo kokybe bei atitinkamai lemty didesne baigiamyjy darby
apimtj. Baigiamyjy darby santraukos angly kalba turéty biiti iSsamesnés ir tikslesnés,
jose turéty buti nurodytas darbo pavadinimas angly kalba, pateiktas naudoty Saltiniy, taip

pat tyrimo metodologijos apraSymas.

4. Programos vadovai turéty rimtai apsvarstyti galimybe plésti Studenty praktiky baze.
Pirmiausia, reikéty suteikti daugiau galimybiy studentams atlikti praktikas uz Siauliy
regiono riby, taip pat uzsienyje, pavyzdziui, Lietuvos ambasadose, bei jtraukiant

politines institucijas ir organizacijas.
<...>

IV. ISSKIRTINES KOKYBES PAVYZDZIAI

Siauliy universitete sukurta puiki mokymosi bazé: auditorijos apripintos reikiama technine
jranga; biblioteka puikiai sutvarkyta tiek jrangos, tiek istekliy atzvilgiu; kompiuterin¢ jranga

labai gera; suteikiama prieiga prie daugelio duomeny baziy.

Reikéty atkreipti démesj | iSskirtinai glaudy bendradarbiavimg tarp fakulteto administracijos,
studenty ir socialiniy partneriy. Jie visi — tarsi didelé Seima, palaikantys vienas kita vykdant Sig

studijy programa.

<...>

Paslaugos teikéjas patvirtina, jog yra susipazings su Lietuvos Respublikos baudziamojo kodekso 235 straipsnio, numatancio
atsakomybe uz melagingg ar Zinomai neteisingai atlikta vertima, reikalavimais.
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