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Attachments: 1. Substantive Change Report, 2026-05-14

1. The Register Committee considered the Substantive Change Report of
2026-05-14.

2. The Register Committee noted that the Quality Assurance Act of the
Slovak Republic has been revised in a way which impacts the composition
and selection process of SAAHE’s Executive Board.

3. Based on the detailed information provided in the Substantive Change
Report, the Register Committee considered that the revised legislation
prima facie strengthens stakeholder involvement in the Executive Board
and addresses concerns raised by the EQAR Register Committee in its
decision of 2023-12-15 under ESG 3.1

4. The Register Committee further considered that the impact of relevant
substantive changes on SAAHE’s independence remains to be verified
once this model is operational in practice. The Committee therefore
expects that the impact of revised legislation on SAAHE's independence
activity will be analysed in-depth as part of SAAHE’s next renewal of
registration.
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Other organisations?

A. Has the organisational identity of the

registered agency changed?
B. Has the organisational structure changed?

Description

Slovak Accreditation Agency for Higher

Education

SAAHE

30/09/2028

Dusan Faktor
+421-917-669160
dusan.faktor@saavs.sk
No

No

Yes

The Quality Assurance Act governing the Agency
was amended, with effect from 1 March 2026.
The amendment introduced changes to the
composition and formation of the Agency’s
governing body - the Executive Board, enhancing
its independence and transparency, thus
reflecting the recommendations of ENQA and
EQAR.

The amendment established the formation of the
Executive Board through a public selection
procedure, organized and managed by the
Agency. The previous provision (effective until 28
February 2026) assumed nominations of
Executive Board from the Council of Higher
Education Institutions, the Slovak Rectors’
Conference, the Student Council for Higher
Education Institutions, and representatives of
employers (two nominations by each
representation). In accordance with the current

legislation, these institutions now nominate only


mailto:dusan.faktor@saavs.sk

C. Changes in EQA activities
D. Activity outside the scope of the ESG

Submit form?

one member of the selection committee each,
with the remaining members being nominated by
the Minister, the Council of Deans, and a
representative of the Trade Union. This
procedure also applies to the Chairman of the
Executive Board. The Agency has the right to
adopt organizational rules covering the entire
selection procedure.

A significant amendment was the legal
requirement that two members of the Executive
Board must be students. In addition, prior
experience in quality assurance within higher
education is a prerequisite for candidates.

All other aspects of the Agency’s organizational
structure remain unchanged, including the total
number of Executive Board members and the
length of their term of office. Importantly, all
existing mandates of Executive Board members
remain unaffected, and the new legislative rules
will apply for the first time upon the conclusion of
the term of office of any Executive Board

member.
4. Not applicable, no new activities/no changes
No
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