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1 Executive Summary 

Following a comprehensive investigation into the quality of the Master in Transdisciplinary 
Studies of Climate, Environment and Energy (TRACEE), the panel concludes that the programme 
meets eight assessment grounds and does not meet one assessment ground. Consequently, 
the panel recommends that the NVAO grant a conditional accreditation decision.  
 
The master’s programme in Transdisciplinary studies of Climate, Environment and Energy, 
jointly designed and delivered by 13 universities of the CIVIS alliance, aims to bring together 
diverse academic disciplines and to give a central role to collaboration with and involvement of 
non-academic stakeholders in order to equip students with the knowledge, competences and 
skills to design and implement sustainable and impactful solutions to complex societal 
challenges. 
 
The panel commends the Consortium for establishing the PB and the dedicated committees, 
whose preparatory work has led to a solid framework for an interesting and relevant 
programme. The learning outcomes are well defined, ambitious, and aligned with the FQ-EHEA. 
The joint first semester creates a shared academic foundation and fosters a sense of 
community. The students described the programme as challenging and engaging. They 
particularly valued the variety of teaching methods, and the involvement of the teaching staff. 
The panel was impressed by the students’ visible enthusiasm and cohesion, which was already 
apparent after the programme’s kick-off activities. Students also expressed satisfaction with 
the admissions and housing processes, and they spoke highly of the helpfulness and 
approachability of administrative staff. The programme envisages the involvement of external 
stakeholders, who expressed strong enthusiasm and underlined its necessity in addressing 
global challenges. Facilities across the partner universities are sufficient and the planned CIVIS 
Moodle platform can serve as an important digital hub, fostering continuity and identity 
throughout the student journey.  
 
The panel’s main concern was that the transdisciplinary character of the programme and the 
concomitant role and involvement of stakeholders have not yet been sufficiently articulated. 
Therefore, the panel formulates the following condition regarding compliance with standard 
3: 
• The programme must develop a common and shared vision of transdisciplinarity and how 

to implement it in the programme, with ample systematic attention to transdisciplinary 
theories and methods. This requires a systematic approach to involving external 
stakeholders, both in the design and development of the programme, in its teaching and 
learning activities, and with regard to the assessment of students (recommendation under 
standard 5). 

 
The panel also encourages to address the recommendations arising from the dialogues 
following a constructive and favourable exchange of perspectives:  
 
Standard 4 
• The panel recommends that the conversion of credits to ECTS for non-EU students be made 

more visible in the public information (e.g. brochure, website) and is clearly communicated 
to prospective students. 
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Standard 5 
• The panel recommends that the programme address safeguarding the transdisciplinary 

character of the programme once students move abroad after the first semester,  
stimulate intensive coordination among teachers, as well as a shared understanding of, 
and commitment to, the specific transdisciplinary track-specific ILOs, objectives and 
teaching methods of TRACEE, standardise assessment methods and grading criteria across 
all partner universities and develop a shared protocol on thesis criteria as part of the 
condition set under Standard 3. 

 
Standard 7 
• The panel recommends that the programme closely monitor the participation of teaching 

staff in the planned workshops, as well as the integration of transdisciplinarity in the 
semester 2 and 3 courses, with a view to developing a shared understanding of 
transdisciplinarity, its underlying theories, and appropriate teaching methods (see the 
condition in Standard 3). 

 
Standard 9 
• The panel recommends identifying additional ways to involve and engage students in the 

development and quality assurance of the programme, not only as committee members 
but also through a programme-specific representative scheme that nominates or elects a 
liaison officer or student ambassador. In the longer term, the programme might also 
consider establishing a student association and an alumni network. 

• The panel recommends reviewing the terms of reference of each committee to ensure that 
responsibilities are clearly and accurately defined.  

• The panel recommends involving the relevant committees and drawing on their expertise 
to address the recommendations and condition set out in this report. These committees 
should serve as vehicles for disseminating the outcomes of this review and for 
implementing resulting actions. 

 
 
 
The Hague, November 4th, 2025 
 
On behalf of the expert panel convened to assess the Master in Transdisciplinary Studies of 
Climate, Environment and Energy, 
 
 
 
Fiona Crozier Inge Verbeeck 
Chair Secretary 
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2 Examination of the Panel 

2.1 Procedure 

Stockholm University and its 10 partner universities of the CIVIS Alliance (see 2.2.1 for the 
overview of all partner universities) requested the Accreditation Organisation of the 
Netherlands, Flanders and Luxembourg (NVAO) to carry out an initial accreditation procedure 
according to the European Approach for Quality Assurance of Joint Programmes of the joint 
Master’s Programme in Transdisciplinary Studies of Climate, Environment, and Energy 
(TRACEE) of the Europe's Civic University Alliance (CIVIS).  
 
Established in 2019 as part of the first wave of European University Alliances funded through 
the ERASMUS+ programme, CIVIS comprises eleven member universities: nine beneficiary 
university partners based in EU member states, alongside two associated university partners in 
non-EU European countries, namely Switzerland and the United Kingdom. In March 2022, CIVIS 
further broadened its scope through the signing of a Memorandum of Agreement with six 
African partner institutions. Two of these six are involved in the TRACEE programme. CIVIS, 
together with its member universities, seeks to actively contribute to the social, cultural and 
economic dynamism of their ecosystem and promote European values such as inclusiveness, 
gender equality, non-discrimination and social equity.  
 
The joint programme, TRACEE, was conceived five years ago by the academics in CIVIS Hub 1 – 
Council of Climate, Environment and Energy – which represents all member universities of the 
Alliance. It welcomed its first cohort in September 2025. 
 
The NVAO convened an international panel of experts consisting of: 
• Ms. Fiona Crozier (chair)  
• Prof. dr Arthur Mol (panel member)  
• Dr Robert Gioielli (panel member)  
• Ms. Tamara Ciobanu (student panel member)  
 
The composition of the panel reflects the expertise deemed necessary by NVAO for this 
accreditation exercise. Short CVs of the panel members are provided in Annex 3. On behalf of 
NVAO, Dr. Mark Frederiks was responsible for the coordination of the assessment process. The 
external secretary, Ms. Inge Verbeeck, drafted this report in close cooperation with all panel 
members and in agreement with the chair. All panel members and the secretary signed a 
statement of independence and confidentiality.  
 
The panel members studied the application documentation and submitted their first 
impressions on the materials prior to the preparatory panel meeting, which was held online on 
September 3rd, 2025. After having read the programme’s report, the panel agreed that the 
following themes, about which it sought to gain a clearer understanding, should be placed on 
the agenda for discussions at the site visit: 
• The inter- and transdisciplinary character of the programme and the associated 

involvement of external stakeholders; 
• Governance and quality assurance of the programme, given the involvement of numerous 

universities; 
• Community building among and information sharing with students after semester 1. 
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The site visit by the full panel took place on September 25th and September 26th, 2025, at 
Stockholm University’s campus in Stockholm. The panel talked to the Programme Board, the 
students, the teaching and support staff, and to representatives of the professional field. The 
schedule of the visit is presented in Annex 4. Annex 5 lists the materials made available by 
Stockholm University both before and during the site visit.  
 
Immediately after the discussions, the panel formulated its considerations and preliminary 
conclusions. These are built on the review of the documents and based on the insights and 
findings of the site visit. The external secretary then drafted the assessment report and 
circulated it to all panel members for review and feedback. The comments of the panel were 
incorporated in a second version, which was validated by the chair and submitted to Stockholm 
University for comments on factual errors. Following this review, a final draft was prepared and 
submitted on behalf of the panel to NVAO. 

2.2 Findings 

2.2.1 Standard 1: Eligibility 

Findings 
1.1 Status 
All of the involved partner universities are eligible as higher education institutions, recognised 
by the relevant national authorities, which means that they can participate in the programme. 
Seven universities are degree-awarding institutions, four will be degree-awarding institutions 
from the 2026 intake onwards and two participating universities are not degree-awarding. The 
table lists the universities and their status.  
 

Name of institution with link 
to the university home page  

Higher 
education 
institution 

Degree 
awarding 
institution 

Role in the 
consortium 

Accreditation 
status1 

Stockholm University (SU), 
Sweden 

yes yes 
Coordinating 
Partner 
University 

yes, self-
accredited 

Aix-Marseille Université 
(AMU), France 

yes yes 
Partner 
University 

yes, external 
accreditation 

National and Kapodistrian 
University of Athens (NKUA), 
Greece 

yes 
yes (from 2026 
intake) 

Partner 
University 

yes, external 
accreditation 

Université libre de Bruxelles 
(ULB), Belgium 

yes yes 
Partner 
University 

yes, external 
accreditation 

Universitatea din București 
(UB), Romania 

yes yes 
Partner 
University 

yes, external 
accreditation 

The University of Glasgow 
(UofG), UK 

yes yes 
Partner 
University 

yes, self-
accredited 

University of Lausanne, 
Switzerland 

yes 
yes (from 2026 
intake) 

Partner 
University 

yes, self-
accredited 

Universidad Autónoma de 
Madrid (UAM), Spain 

yes 
yes (from 2026 
intake) 

Partner 
University 

yes, external 
accreditation 

 
1 A higher education institution or programme either undergoes review by an independent external agency or the 
national accreditation body or itself has the right and authority to approve its academic programmes. 

https://www.su.se/
https://www.su.se/
https://www.whed.net/institutions/IAU-015886
https://www.univ-amu.fr/
https://www.univ-amu.fr/
https://www.univ-amu.fr/
https://www.whed.net/institutions/IAU-000217
https://en.uoa.gr/
https://en.uoa.gr/
https://en.uoa.gr/
https://www.whed.net/institutions/IAU-004835
https://www.whed.net/institutions/IAU-019756
https://unibuc.ro/?lang=en
https://unibuc.ro/?lang=en
https://www.whed.net/institutions/IAU-019429
https://www.gla.ac.uk/
https://www.gla.ac.uk/
https://www.gla.ac.uk/
https://www.whed.net/institutions/IAU-016575
https://www.uam.es/uam/inicio
https://www.uam.es/uam/inicio
https://www.whed.net/institutions/IAU-017213
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Sapienza Università di Roma 
(SUR), Italy 

yes yes 
Partner 
University 

yes, external 
accreditation 

Paris Lodron Universität 
Salzburg (PLUS), Austria 

yes yes 
Partner 
University 

yes, self-
accredited 

Eberhard Karls Universität 
Tübingen (UT), Germany 

yes 
yes (from 2026 
intake) 

Partner 
University 

yes, self-
accredited 

University of the 
Witwatersrand, South Africa 

yes no 
Affiliated 
partner 
university 

not applicable 

Université Hassan II de 
Casablanca, Morocco 

yes no 
Affiliated 
partner 
university 

not applicable 

 
Students will receive a degree from Stockholm University and from the universities involved in 
their study track (see discussion under 3.1). Depending on the study track, universities will 
deliver a single degree certificate which will be a part of a multiple degree, a joint degree 
certificate, or a combination, as follows: 
 

Study track 
number and 
name 

Eligibility criteria Awarding 
universities 

Degree 
type Degree Title 

ST1: 
Environmental 
Humanities and 
Law 

A Bachelor’s 
degree or 
equivalent. English 
6. 

SU Multiple 
Degree of Master of Science in 
Transdisciplinary Environmental 
Science 

PLUS Joint 
  

Master in Transdisciplinary 
Studies of Climate, Environment 
and Energy UB 

ST2: 
Environmental 
Social Sciences  

A Bachelor’s 
degree within 
Social Sciences or 
equivalent. English 
6. 

SU Multiple 
Degree of Master of Science in 
Transdisciplinary Environmental 
Science 

UofG Multiple International Masters in 
Environmental Social Science 

UB Multiple 
Master in Cross-Disciplinary 
Perspectives on Socio-ecological 
Transformations 

ST3: Energy and 
matter 
Start autumn 
2026 

A Bachelor’s 
degree within 
Natural Science or 
Engineering 
including at least 
30 ECTS in 
Chemistry or 
equivalent. 
Spanish B2 and 
English 6. 

SU Joint* 
Degree of Master of Science in 
Transdisciplinary Environmental 
Science 

UAM Joint* Degree title to be decided 

UB Multiple Master in Nature-centred 
Approach to Sustainability 

ST4: 
Environmental 
Chemistry and 
Toxicology 
Start autumn 
2026 

A Bachelor’s 
degree within 
Natural Science or 
Engineering 
including at least 
15 ECTS 
Chemistry, 6 ECTS 
Geology and 15 
ECTS Mathematics 
or Statistics or 
equivalent. English 
6. 

SU 

Joint 

Degree of Master of Science in 
Transdisciplinary Environmental 
Science 

UT 

Master of Science 
Transdisciplinary Studies of 
Climate, Environment and Energy 

 

UB 

https://www.uniroma1.it/it
https://www.uniroma1.it/it
https://www.whed.net/institutions/IAU-014486
https://www.plus.ac.at/
https://www.plus.ac.at/
https://www.whed.net/institutions/IAU-019366
https://uni-tuebingen.de/
https://uni-tuebingen.de/
https://www.whed.net/institutions/IAU-003989
https://www.wits.ac.za/
https://www.wits.ac.za/
https://www.whed.net/institutions/IAU-020595
https://www.univh2c.ma/
https://www.univh2c.ma/
https://www.whed.net/institutions/IAU-019728
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ST5: 
Environmental 
Geoscience 

A Bachelor’s 
degree within 
Earth Sciences, 
Geography or 
Environmental 
Sciences or 
equivalent. English 
6. 

SU Multiple 
Degree of Master of Science in 
Transdisciplinary Environmental 
Science 

UofG Multiple International Masters in 
Environmental GeoScience 

AMU Multiple Master Sciences de la Terre et 
des planètes, environnement 

ST6:  
Climate Change 
Science 
Start autumn 
2026 

A Bachelor’s 
degree within 
Natural Science or 
Engineering 
including at least 6 
ECTS Physics, 6 
ECTS in Geology 
and 6 ECTS 
Mathematics or 
Statistics or 
equivalent. English 
6. 

SU 

Joint 

Degree of Master of Science in 
Transdisciplinary Environmental 
Science 

NKUA 

Master of Science 
Transdisciplinary Studies of 
Climate, Environment and Energy UT 

ST7: 
Environmental 
Risk and 
Mitigation 

A Bachelor’s 
degree within 
Natural Science or 
equivalent. English 
6. 

SU Multiple 
Degree of Master of Science in 
Transdisciplinary Environmental 
Science 

UNIL Multiple Master of Science (MSc) in 
Environmental Science 

SUR Multiple Master of Science in Sciences of 
Nature  

ST8: 
Transdisciplinary 
Approaches to 
Climate Change 

A Bachelor’s 
degree or 
equivalent. English 
6. 

SU Multiple 
Degree of Master of Science in 
Transdisciplinary Environmental 
Science 

PLUS 

Joint 

Master in Transdisciplinary 
Studies of Climate, Environment 
and Energy 

 

ULB 

ST9: Global 
Change Biology 

A Bachelor’s 
degree within 
Natural Science or 
equivalent. English 
6. 

SU Multiple 
Degree of Master of Science in 
Transdisciplinary Environmental 
Science 

SUR Multiple Master of Science in Sciences of 
Nature 

AMU Multiple Master Biodiversity, Ecology and 
Evolution 

*ST3 will aim for a joint degree between SU and UAM with EMJM for start in 2026. In case of delays, a 
multiple local degree 'Master in Energy and Fuels for the Future' of 60 ECTS can be awarded by UAM. 
 
1.2 Joint Design and Delivery 
TRACEE is jointly designed and delivered by these 13 universities of the CIVIS alliance. 
According to the documentation, TRACEE is grounded in the principles of transdisciplinarity, 
meaning the programme brings together diverse academic disciplines and gives a central role 
to collaboration with and involvement of non-academic stakeholders. With this approach the 
programme aims to equip students with the knowledge, competences and skills to design and 
implement sustainable and impactful solutions to complex societal challenges (see discussion 
under Standard 3).  
 
In May 2024, an Interim Board for the Programme Consortium was established. Since its 
creation, the Interim Board has convened on numerous occasions, both online and in person. 
It was composed of two representatives from each PU – one academic and one administrative 
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– and of student representatives. Beginning with the definition of the expected learning 
outcomes, the Interim Board jointly determined the curriculum design as well as the allocation 
of semesters across the PUs, each of which delivers at least 30 ECTS credits in TRACEE. In June 
2025 the Interim Board was replaced by the Programme Board (PB), which largely consists of 
the same members. 
 
1.3 Cooperation Agreement 
The decisions reached by the Interim Board provided the foundation for the drafting of the 
Consortium Agreement (CA) and for preparations towards the first student intake in autumn 
2025. The CA regulates the degrees awarded, the governance and responsibilities of the 
partner universities, the economic model and budget, the procedure for deciding on admission 
and selection criteria, mobility of students and teachers, examination, student assessments and 
recognition of credits. 
 
During discussions at the site visit, the panel learned that ultimate responsibility for the 
programme’s academic direction, governance and quality assurance (QA) rests with the PB. 
Although the programme maintains close contact with the overarching CIVIS organisation and 
receives administrative and financial support from it, the programme is academically 
independent. Should any of the participating universities withdraw from the consortium – 
which, according to the PB, is unlikely given the universities’ strong and longstanding 
commitment to date – a new consortium agreement would be required. Article 28.7 of the CA 
stipulates that upon expiry or termination of the CA, entirely or for one PU, suitable 
arrangements must be made for all enrolled students, so they can complete their studies and 
receive their degree. 
 
The self-evaluation report (SER) highlighted the complexity of the programme, in terms of the 
number of institutions involved and the number of available tracks (see discussion under 
Standard 3). The panel therefore asked the PB how it plans to manage governance and 
responsibilities jointly to assure the programme’s quality. The panel learned that, now much of 
the preparatory work has been completed, the PB intends to take on a more coordinating and 
delegating role, ensuring that the various committees – the Teaching and Learning Committee 
(TLC) and the Transdisciplinary Stream and Thesis Committee (TSTC) in particular – are all able 
to assume their responsibilities and collaborate within clearly defined mandates.  
 
In addition, the PB has already discussed the main risks for TRACEE. Prior to the site visit and 
upon its request, the panel received a risk analysis, indicating risks, mitigation measures and 
status. The PB is considering a formal risk analysis document outlining the risks the programme 
faces and identifying who is responsible for monitoring them. Experience so far has shown the 
PB that, with so many different institutions and working cultures involved, coordination and 
communication are essential to ensuring that, despite the differences and regardless of where 
students spend semesters two and three, the programme’s consistency is maintained. 
 
Considerations 
The panel could establish that all the involved PUs are recognised as higher education 
institutions and that the institutions awarding the degree(s) can ensure that the degree(s) 
belong to the higher education degree systems of the countries in which they are based 
(criterion 1.1). 
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The programme is offered jointly, involving all cooperating institutions in the design and 
delivery of the programme (criterion 1.2). The panel recognised the programme’s considerable 
complexity, both in terms of the number of institutions involved and the nine tracks offered. 
Yet the effective and frequent coordination between the partners involved also became 
evident. Although it will undoubtedly be challenging to balance a high degree of flexibility and 
adaptation to local habits with the consistency one expects a masters’ programme to have, the 
panel felt confident that the PB and also other members of staff that it met demonstrated 
sufficient engagement and regular interaction amongst the partner institutions to make this 
achievable. A solution-oriented approach was also very much evidence in discussions. The 
panel encourages the programme to do the utmost to ensure that students, wherever they 
continue their studies after the first semester, have a similar learning experience, in line with 
the intended learning objectives, including comparable assessment, supervision and support.  
 
The CA was signed by all partners in May 2025, and covers the denomination of the degree(s) 
awarded in the programme, the coordination and responsibilities of the partners involved 
regarding management and financial organisation, admission and selection procedures for 
students, mobility of students and teachers, and examination regulations, student assessment 
methods, recognition of credits and degree awarding procedures in the consortium (criterion 
1.3). 
 
The discussions made clear that the institutions involved are well acquainted with one another. 
Over the past five years they have collaborated intensively to establish the programme and 
have proven successful in finding solutions for the numerous practical and substantive hurdles. 
Undoubtedly, continued attention to mutual coordination and alignment will be necessary. 
Nevertheless, the panel considers that, given the involvement of so many universities, the 
programme is an impressive achievement in its own right. 
 
Conclusion 
The programme complies with the standard in a way that can reasonably be expected at an 
international level as it demonstrates quality across the entire spectrum of the underlying 
aspects 1.1 ‘Status’, 1.2 ‘Joint design and delivery’, and 1.3 ‘Cooperation Agreement’.  

2.2.2 Standard 2: Learning Outcomes 

Findings 
2.1 Level 
As outlined in the CA, TRACEE draws upon the complementary strengths of the participating 
institutions. The programme begins with foundational studies at Stockholm University 
(semester 1), followed by thematic specialisations offered across the PUs (semester 2-3). The 
programme culminates in a research-driven Master’s thesis project (semester 4).  
 
According to the documentation, the intended learning outcomes (ILOs) of the programme 
were initially drafted within the Hub during the early discussions of the programme and were 
subsequently refined by a subgroup of the Interim Board. On 5 December 2024, the Interim 
Board formally adopted the agreed ILOs. They are aligned with the Framework for 
Qualifications of the European Higher Education Area (FQ-EHEA), as well as with the national 
qualification frameworks. These programme-level ILOs have since served as the basis for the 
development of course-level learning outcomes. 
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2.2 Disciplinary Field 
The disciplinary domain of the programme is Transdisciplinary Environmental Science. In the 
SER, it is explained that the programme aims to integrate knowledge and approaches from 
multiple disciplines, with a core focus on climate, environment, and energy, and that it 
encompasses key concepts, modes of thought, and methodologies drawn from the natural 
sciences, social sciences, law, and the humanities. Students will be expected to synthesise the 
current state of knowledge to develop an integrated understanding of societal challenges and 
potential solutions within these domains.  
 
The ILOs are designed to ensure both broad knowledge and understanding across the field of 
transdisciplinary environmental science, and advanced, in-depth expertise within the chosen 
area of specialisation. They further aim to develop students’ research skills, creativity, and 
ability to apply and transfer knowledge across contexts. Equally, the ILOs emphasise the 
capacity to communicate ideas and results effectively, both orally and in writing, and to 
collaborate professionally within transdisciplinary settings. In addition, the ILOs aim to develop 
the students’ ability to independently and systematically analyse complex phenomena; to 
formulate questions critically, independently, and creatively; to plan and execute advanced 
tasks; and to present conclusions, knowledge, and arguments with clarity and academic rigour. 
 
2.3 Achievement 
The course-level ILOs across the four semesters are designed to collectively contribute to the 
achievement of the programme ILOs. However, although all programme level ILOs refer to 
transdisciplinarity, not all of the study track ILOs explicitly remark on it (see discussion under 
Standard 5). The transdisciplinary dimensions of the programme are principally addressed in 
semesters 1 and 4, where all TRACEE students take mandatory courses. To ensure that all 
students, regardless of their chosen track, will attain the programme ILOs, the course ILOs of 
semesters 1 and 4 thus play a particularly crucial role. Semesters 2 and 3 focus primarily on 
study track–specific content, which are of a more disciplinary nature. For a discussion of the 
structure and content of the curriculum, see criterion 3.1. 
 
2.4 Regulated Professions 
The TRACEE programme does not lead to any degree qualifying for a regulated profession 
specified in the European Union Directive 2005/36/EC. 
 
Considerations 
According to the panel, the LOs are well defined and ambitious. They align with the 
corresponding level in the FQ-EHEA, as well as the applicable national qualifications 
framework(s) (criterion 2.1) and are subdivided into three categories: knowledge and 
understanding; competence and skills; and judgement and approach (criterion 2.2).  
 
The programme clearly indicates where these learning outcomes are to be achieved, through 
the learning outcomes of its various components – both the general elements (semesters 1 and 
4) and the track-specific elements (semesters 2 and 3) (criterion 2.3).  
 
Achieving the LOs presupposes interdisciplinarity and the involvement of, and active 
engagement with, real-world stakeholders, which according to the panel needs to be further 
developed (see discussion under Standard 3). 
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Conclusion 
The programme complies with the standard in a way that can reasonably be expected at an 
international level as it demonstrates quality across the entire spectrum of the underlying 
aspects 2.1 ‘Level’, 2.2 ‘Disciplinary field’, and 2.3 ‘Achievement’.  

2.2.3 Standard 3: Study Programme 

Findings 
3.1 Curriculum 
Each TRACEE cohort begins with a programme kick-off at Stockholm University, where students 
meet each other and academic and administrative staff from all partner universities (on-site or 
online). The kick-off introduces the programme structure, study tracks, student services and 
expected outcomes, and also helps to build a sense of community. The current cohort was 
enthusiastic about the kick-off and described the first week of the academic year as a ‘soft 
landing’. 
 
All students take the mandatory first semester course Climate, Environment and Energy – A 
Transdisciplinary Perspective (30 ECTS) at Stockholm University. According to the SER, this 
course is aimed at introducing students to the principles and practice of transdisciplinary 
studies. It will be co-taught by the eleven PUs together with one African partner institution. 
This course is structured into five components: 

1. Systems Thinking (3 ECTS) 

2. Climate, Environment, and Energy - A Natural Science Perspective (9 ECTS) 

3. Climate, Environment, and Energy - A Social Science Perspective (9 ECTS) 

4. Climate, Environment, and Energy - A Humanities Perspective (6 ECTS) 

5. Creating Knowledge Through Transdisciplinary Methods (3 ECTS) 

 
The first component will introduce the foundations of interdisciplinary learning. The second to 
fourth components will approach climate, environment, and energy from natural science, social 
science, and humanities perspectives, respectively. The fifth component will address real-world 
challenges through a transdisciplinary lens. During the site visit the teachers explained that 
during this final component, where the programme intends to work with transdisciplinary case 
studies, students will progress from an interdisciplinary to a transdisciplinary perspective.  
 
Semesters two and three are then devoted to deepening disciplinary knowledge and expertise 
within the selected study track or base discipline. Students will follow one of nine study tracks 
which will each be organised by three different universities: 
1. Environmental Humanities and Law 

2. Environmental Social Sciences 

3. Energy and Matter 

4. Environmental Chemistry and Toxicology 

5. Environmental Geoscience 

6. Climate Change Science 

7. Environmental Risk and Mitigation 

8. Transdisciplinary Approaches to Climate Change 

9. Global Change Biology 
 

The fourth and final semester is devoted to the obligatory 30 ECTS Master’s thesis project in 
transdisciplinary studies of climate, environment and energy. In this thesis, students are 
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required to demonstrate their capacity to apply transdisciplinary approaches to the study of 
complex challenges in climate, environment, and energy. It will be offered as either a single 
course or a combination of courses in accordance with university-specific regulations. 
 
Given the centrality of the notion of transdisciplinarity, the panel discussed at length during 
the site visit 1) how the concept is understood by the different stakeholders linked to the 
programme; 2) how it is operationalised in the first semester course in terms of theories, 
methodologies and cases, and; 3) how the programme intends to implement it within a 
structure that contains two semesters of disciplinary tracks.  
 
Concerning the first question, the panel learned from the PB that the TSTC is working on a 
robust and shared definition, in which “involving several disciplines and external stakeholders” 
will be central. In defining transdisciplinarity, the teachers emphasised the importance of 
learning to speak each other’s academic languages across disciplines and of creating knowledge 
with stakeholders in order to address the unprecedented societal, political and ecological 
challenges of our time. The students, being at the very start of their studies, did not yet appear 
to have a well-developed notion of transdisciplinarity. They, too, referred to the importance of 
learning one another’s disciplinary languages, and to the diversity of backgrounds and expertise 
within the cohort. 
 
With respect to the second question, the panel learned that the operationalisation of 
transdisciplinarity in the fifth and final part of the first semester course was especially realised 
through case studies, and less strongly in terms of a systematic overview of theories and 
methodologies prevailing and available in transdisciplinarity studies. 
 
With regard to the third question, the importance of the transdisciplinary stream was 
emphasised. This stream runs throughout the entire programme. Although it is mandatory, in 
some PUs Erasmus Mundus regulations prevent it from being awarded ECTS credits. 
Nonetheless, the programme is confident that students will want to attend the sessions. The 
overarching aim of the stream is to provide students with the knowledge, understanding and 
competences required to undertake a transdisciplinary thesis project in the final semester. It 
will set out a clear definition of transdisciplinary research and will support students in 
designing, conducting and presenting their thesis projects. The involvement of external 
stakeholders will be crucial. The stream will begin with in-person activities during the first 
semester in Stockholm and continue online thereafter. From the second semester onwards, it 
will consist of monthly online sessions (1,5 hours each). Importantly, the stream will also help 
maintain a sense of community and connection to the programme while students move to 
different universities after the first semester. 
 
In addition to the basic course on transdisciplinary methodologies at the end of the first 
semester and the transdisciplinary stream, the PB highlighted the importance of teacher 
training to ensure the transdisciplinary character and coherence of the programme. Training 
sessions on the concept of transdisciplinarity and its associated didactical approaches are 
planned for teachers who contribute to semesters 2 and 3. Funding is provided by CIVIS. The 
programme is confident that the teachers who have volunteered to participate in TRACEE are 
motivated to collaborate with colleagues from other disciplines and are willing to adapt their 
teaching methodologies. 
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The role of external stakeholders is, of course, crucial to the programme, as external 
stakeholder participation is essential in the construction of transdisciplinary knowledge. The 
panel learned that they will be involved as guest lecturers and as co-supervisors for thesis 
projects, and may also contribute to quality assurance processes. With regard to their 
involvement in thesis projects, the PB intends to build on the existing networks of each PU. The 
TSTC will develop guidelines on the design and evaluation of transdisciplinary theses and share 
these with all partners. 
 
At the time of the site visit, however, the involvement of external stakeholders in the 
programme thus far had remained limited. The panel was able to speak with four 
representatives from the professional field, who had been approached two weeks prior to the 
site visit to provide feedback on the SER and to evaluate the first semester. All stakeholders 
expressed strong appreciation for the programme: they considered it highly necessary in the 
light of today’s ‘wicked problems’, and stated that they had long awaited a programme 
designed to equip young people with systems thinking skills to address societal, political, and 
security challenges from a European perspective. The stakeholders provided valuable 
substantive feedback, such as the suggestion to include in the programme courses on 
leadership, change management, strategic communication, and the functioning of financial 
institutions. They were all willing to contribute to the programme in one way or another: some 
expressed interest in lecturing, others in supervising theses (provided these projects could 
bring added value to their companies). However, the concrete shaping of the collaboration had 
yet to be initiated. 
 
The PB and teaching staff indicated that the timeframe for developing the programme had 
been extremely tight, and were aware of the fact that stakeholder involvement requires 
strengthening: ties must be reinforced, networks expanded, and opportunities for 
collaboration further explored and developed. 
 
3.2 Credits 
All PUs, with the exception of University of Glasgow (UofG), operate under the ECTS credit 
system. For UofG, credits will be converted from the Scottish Credit and Qualifications 
Framework (SCQF) to ECTS at a straightforward 2:1 ratio. The degree will comprise 120 ECTS 
across all institutions, with the possible exception of the Universidad Autónoma de Madrid 
(UAM). At UAM, the objective is to award a joint degree of 120 ECTS from the start of study 
track 3, beginning with the 2026 intake. 
 
3.3 Workload 
The total workload of the programme is 120 ECTS, delivered over two academic years or four 
semesters. The Consortium has set up a Quality Assurance Committee (QAC) and a Teaching 
and Learning Committee (TLC) that will monitor the programme, including the performance of 
the students. The Transdisciplinary Stream and Thesis Committee (TSTC) will monitor the 
progress of the students for each intake and be in charge of approving their proposed thesis 
work before they start the semester four Master Thesis. 
 
Considerations 
The panel was convinced by the structure and content of the curriculum (criterion 3.1). The 
joint first semester creates a common foundation and enables students to form a community. 
The wide variety of tracks allows students to personalise their studies and adapt them to their 
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career goals. The panel agrees with the external stakeholders that adding tracks in finance and 
economics would be of added value, as these perspectives are indispensable when addressing 
global challenges. 
 
Although the 3 ECTS course ‘Creating Knowledge Through Transdisciplinary Methods’ in the 
first semester is undoubtedly valuable and will help reinforce the students’ understanding of 
transdisciplinary methods, the panel found that in this course – or in any other additional 
course – basic knowledge and competences on transdisciplinary theories and methods is 
lacking. The panel considers it important to make explicit to students the transition from 
interdisciplinary to transdisciplinary knowledge building, and to fully equip them with the 
theoretical and methodological knowledge on the latter (and not just on the former). This is 
particularly relevant as after semester 1 students – individually or in small groups – will move 
to other universities and academic programmes, where TRACEE’s transdisciplinary focus is 
likely to be less central. 
 
It became clear that the transdisciplinary stream – alongside the shared first semester – is also 
an essential mechanism for the programme to realise its transdisciplinary perspective and 
engage with external stakeholders. The panel noted that regulations prevent the stream from 
being credit-bearing, but is nonetheless convinced that, as an integral part of the curriculum, it 
should be awarded credits. Furthermore, to encourage genuinely transdisciplinary thesis 
projects, the stream should create opportunities for reflection and dialogue on how disciplines 
connect and communicate with one another, and how they engage with and involve societal 
stakeholders in investigations and projects. The panel suggests the programme to carefully 
monitor the depth and relevance of these online sessions. 
 
The involvement of external stakeholders is still at an early stage. While there are many 
promising ideas on how they might be engaged, these had not yet been put into practice in the 
designed programme at the time of the site visit. Stakeholders from the Stockholm network 
were enthusiastic about the programme but uncertain about their precise role. The panel 
considers that the programme should develop a clear categorisation of stakeholders, define 
their roles, and further strengthen and broaden its stakeholder network. 
 
In conclusion, the discussions revealed that there are general, and to some extent shared, ideas 
about the transdisciplinary character of TRACEE. However, a truly common understanding – in 
terms of the constructive integration of theories, methods and skills related to 
transdisciplinarity, and its clear reflection in the curriculum – has not yet been achieved. The 
panel therefore sets the following condition: the programme must develop a common and 
shared vision of transdisciplinarity and how to implement it in the programme, with ample 
systematic attention to transdisciplinary theories and methods. This also requires a systematic 
approach to involving external stakeholders, both in the design and development of the 
programme, in its teaching and learning activities and with regard to the assessment of 
students (see recommendation under Standard 5). The panel believes that this matter is key to 
the future success of the programme and valued the reflexive attitude of the teaching staff, 
and their awareness of the necessity of having to clarify this both for students and for all those 
involved in the programme. 
 
The ECTS-credits are applied properly, and their distribution is clear (criterion 3.2). Easy 
conversion for UofG is made possible. 
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The total student workload of TRACEE is 120 ECTS-credits (criterion 3.3). The credits are in the 
range for a master programme, which makes the workload doable and according to the 
Framework for Qualification of the EHEA. The workload is monitored by the TSTC. 
 
Conclusion 
The programme does not comply with the standard in a way that can reasonably be expected 
at an international level as it fails to demonstrate quality across the entire spectrum of the 
underlying aspects. 

2.2.4 Standard 4: Admission and Recognition 

Findings 
4.1 Admission 
As the coordinating institution, Stockholm University is responsible for the student admissions 
framework. Since tuition fees at the PUs differ, but all students pay the same fee (4.500 euros 
per academic year for EU students and 9.000 euros for non-EU students), the PB determines 
the target intake per track and oversees the financial framework. However, the ranking and 
selection of students is carried out in cooperation with the subgroups of the Application and 
Scholarship Selection Committee (ASSC), and thus with the PUs involved in each study track. 
 
For the current academic year, of the 164 applications 13 students were recruited across six 
tracks (three tracks were not yet ready to start). Given the short timeframe for the admissions 
procedure, a number of admitted students ultimately did not enrol. 
 
The admission criteria for the 2025 and 2026 intakes were established by the Interim Board. 
The Programme Board will decide on the criteria for future intakes. The programme is taught 
in English and is open to applicants holding a Bachelor’s degree in the natural sciences, social 
sciences, law or humanities. A minimum level of English proficiency equivalent to level B2 on 
the CEFR scale (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages) is required. This 
requirement may be demonstrated, for instance, by achieving an overall IELTS score of 6.5 with 
no subtest below 6.0, or a TOEFL score of 90 overall, with minimum subscores of Reading 20, 
Listening 19, Speaking 19, and Writing 21.  
 
Most study tracks have additional, specific admission requirements: 
Study track 1 Bachelor in Humanities, Law or equivalent 
Study track 2 Bachelor in Social Sciences or equivalent 
Study track 3 Bachelor in Natural Science, Mathematics, or Engineering, including at least 

30 ECTS in Chemistry + Spanish B2, or equivalent 
Study track 4 Bachelor in Natural Science, Mathematics or Engineering, including at least 

30 ECTS Chemistry, 15 ECTS Mathematics or Statistics and 6 ECTS in Geology, 
or equivalent 

Study track 5 Bachelor in Earth Sciences, Geography or Environmental Sciences, or 
equivalent 

Study track 6 Bachelor in Natural Science, Mathematics or Engineering including at least 6 
ECTS Physics, 6 ECTS Chemistry, Mathematics or Statistics and 6 ECTS in 
Geology, or equivalent 

Study track 7 Bachelor in Natural Science, or equivalent 
Study track 8 Bachelor or equivalent in any discipline (general requirement) 
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Study track 9 Bachelor in Natural Science, or equivalent 
 
Each candidate can indicate two or three preferred tracks and is then ranked within each 
chosen track. Ranking is based on the applicant’s academic background and a motivation letter 
addressing five questions. The results are discussed with the PUs responsible for the track. 
Students reported being satisfied with both their track choice and the admissions process, 
although one non-EU student mentioned difficulties with the transfer of credits, which initially 
led to the cancellation of her application. According to the PB, the first motivated cohort 
demonstrates that the selection procedure functions well. The first cohort is evenly distributed 
across the six available tracks, although there was a clear preference for Track 8 
(Transdisciplinary Approaches to Climate Change), which may be explained by the fact that 
admission requirements for this track are the most general and/or by the fact that this track 
carries the essence of the entire programme: transdisciplinarity. Should there, at some point in 
the future, be no interest in or no suitable candidates for a particular track, that track may be 
discontinued and replaced with another. 
 
4.2 Recognition 
All participating PUs adhere to the standards and procedures of the Convention on the 
Recognition of Qualifications concerning Higher Education in the European Region (Lisbon 
Recognition Convention). To facilitate both the admission process and the awarding of degrees, 
the Consortium and the Coordinating Partner University (CPU, namely SU) responsible for 
admissions will share the academic records of all admitted students with the PUs. This will 
ensure automatic recognition of prior study results, as well as recognition and transfer of 
credits earned within TRACEE for the purpose of degree conferral by the PUs. 
 
Considerations 
The panel was convinced that the admission requirements and selection procedures are 
adequate and appropriate for the programme (criterion 4.1). Admission decisions include all 
involved PUs, thereby ensuring fairness in the decision-making process. Joint admission 
through Stockholm University provides a transparent and centralised framework. The fact that 
all students pay the same tuition fee, irrespective of the fees charged by the PUs to the 
Consortium, is a clear example of the joint nature of the TRACEE programme. The admissions 
procedure, including the motivation letter with structured questions, has proven effective. The 
panel encourages the programme to continue ensuring the robustness of the admissions 
procedure in future admission cycles. 
 
In general, the panel gained a positive overall impression of aspect 4.2 Recognition. However, 
the panel recommends that the conversion of credits to ECTS for non-EU students be made 
more visible in the public information (e.g. brochure, website) and is clearly communicated to 
prospective students. 
 
Conclusion 
The programme complies with the standard in a way that can reasonably be expected at an 
international level as it demonstrates quality across the entire spectrum of the underlying 
aspects 4.1 ‘Admission’ and 4.2 ‘Recognition’.  

2.2.5 Standard 5: Learning, Teaching and Assessment 

Findings 
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5.1 Learning and Teaching 
During the first semester at Stockholm University, TRACEE students meet teachers from the 
different PUs. This is achieved through a combination of physical and virtual staff mobility. 
Physical mobility is encouraged when educators contribute substantially to a course, while 
shorter contributions are delivered through live streaming. During the site visit, the panel 
learned that these online sessions are supported by a SU co-teacher on site, who contributes 
to making these gatherings valuable learning experiences with experimental set-ups and group 
work.  
 
The panel inquired about possibilities for enhancing teacher interaction in order to safeguard 
the cohesion of the programme and the achievement of its goals. The panel was assured that 
during the programme’s design phase there are ample opportunities for teacher exchange and 
intensive collaboration. All staff members are aware of the importance of maintained 
continuous interaction. With regard to the course contents, an overlap analysis has been 
conducted and syllabi have been screened. The programme staff acknowledged possible topic 
overlap but valued it as an opportunity to address recurring themes from multiple disciplinary 
perspectives. Also, the transdisciplinary track was mentioned as an important element to 
maintain cohesion within the overall programme. 
 
For teachers, activities to support the development of teaching and learning will be organised, 
both within the TRACEE Consortium and through CIVIS units and expert groups to strengthen 
teaching competence and ensure continuous professional development of academic staff. In 
addition, the Centre for the Advancement of University Teaching (CeUL) at Stockholm 
University will provide courses, workshops, guidance and mentoring, particularly in the first 
semester. 
 
The students who met with the panel represented a diverse group, both in terms of educational 
background and nationality. They spoke positively about their first weeks in the programme. 
They described the programme as challenging, interesting, and interactive and reported that 
their diverse backgrounds had, so far, enriched classroom discussions. Although some students 
said to have already covered certain topics in their previous studies, they described the 
transdisciplinary approach as particularly valuable and enriching. They valued the variety of 
activities (e.g. TED-talk, site visits, group work) and the lively, engaging atmosphere. At the 
same time, they indicated that the work schedule is demanding, leaving limited time for self-
study. They also expressed a wish for more reading materials. 
 
5.2 Assessment of students 
The design and examination of semester 1 are co-created and co-delivered by the 11 PUs. 
According to the documentation, constructive alignment ensures that examinations and 
assessments correspond to the intended learning outcomes of the courses. In semesters 2 and 
3, students study at different universities, where local examination regulations apply. 
According to the SER, a review of syllabi for the disciplinary semesters shows that assessments 
are aligned with intended learning outcomes. Assessment includes written examinations, 
research papers, practical projects, case studies, oral presentations and group work. The 
programme is aware that differences in grading cultures and systems may exist, but relies on 
the common European framework and feels, based on the common preparatory work for the 
programme, that expectations and methods are sufficiently well aligned. The exam boards of 
the PUs will be responsible for decisions about student progression.  
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In semester 4, all students complete their master’s thesis project (see discussion under 
Standard 3). The Transdisciplinary Stream and Thesis Committee (TSTC) will screen thesis 
proposals to ensure that each meets the expectations of a transdisciplinary project. The TSTC 
plans to develop a list of criteria to standardise requirements across the PUs and will monitor 
student progression and the development of the thesis projects through the activities of the 
transdisciplinary stream. As each PU is represented on the TSTC, the programme is confident 
that all supervisors will adhere to the agreed principles of the thesis project. 
 
Each thesis project will be supervised by an academic supervisor from the PU where the student 
is based. Depending on institutional practice, a co-supervisor – this could be an external 
stakeholder – may also be appointed. Not all PUs allow for second or third thesis examiners, 
but the programme will organise a conference where students present their projects so each 
thesis project will be assessed by more than one person. 
 
Considerations 
The panel is convinced that Stockholm University provides a stimulating and motivating first 
semester and attends to the needs of its diverse student population (criterion 5.1). Also the 
programme’s use of co-teachers is regarded as a creative and effective approach. Learning and 
teaching approaches are well described, innovative and in line with the learning outcomes. 
 
Assessment and exams are in line with the LOs. (criterion 5.2) There is some differentiation, as 
in semesters 2 and 3 local examination regulations and assessments apply. In semesters 1 and 
4 assessment is carried out uniformly. Continuous improvement is made possible through 
dedicated committees (Quality Assurance and Teaching and Learning). 
 
Nevertheless, the panel estimates that safeguarding the transdisciplinary character of the 
programme once students move abroad after the first semester will be a challenge. It will 
require intensive coordination among teachers, as well as a shared understanding of, and 
commitment to, the specific transdisciplinary track-specific ILOs, objectives and teaching 
methods of TRACEE. Closely related to this, concrete steps must be taken to standardise 
assessment methods and grading criteria across all partner universities. The panel considers 
the development of a shared protocol on thesis criteria to be of particular importance. It 
recommends that the programme address these aspects as part of the condition set under 
Standard 3. 
 
Conclusion 
The programme complies with the standard in a way that can reasonably be expected at an 
international level as it demonstrates quality across the entire spectrum of the underlying 
aspects 5.1 ‘Learning and teaching’ and 5.2 ‘Assessment of students’.  

2.2.6 Standard 6: Student Support 

Findings 
The Interim Board has established a Student Support Group (SSG), which has appointed contact 
persons at all PUs to ensure adequate student support. The SSG is responsible for student 
services (pre-arrival guidance, accommodation, welcoming, induction, visa support, etc.) and 
for preparing a Student Handbook for each cohort. The Student Handbook includes 
information on the programme curriculum, administrative procedures, student’s rights and 
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responsibilities, and descriptions of available student services at each PU. It is made available 
both online and in print (see also discussion under Standard 8).  
 
During the discussions, the panel noted that teaching and administrative staff are committed 
to the students’ well-being and responsive to their concerns. For example, after it was 
observed that some students felt overwhelmed by the class discussions on climate challenges 
and problems, psychological support was made available for those in need.  
 
The students reported that they felt well supported during the admissions process and when 
arranging housing. They described their experiences as smooth and efficient, and referred to 
administrative staff as “extremely helpful and approachable”. They also felt warmly welcomed 
during the first weeks of the semester.  
 
From the second semester onwards, students will have access to the same support services as 
students enrolled in local programmes at the PUs. These include assistance with visa 
applications, enrolment, accommodation, language courses, housing, and insurance. The 
programme recognises the importance of maintaining contact with students from semester 
two onwards. A plan to check in with students during the second and third semesters to gather 
feedback on their experiences has already been discussed. The transdisciplinary stream, 
combined with continuous coordination among the PUs, is expected to ensure continuity and 
follow-up. 
 
Considerations 
The student support services contribute to the achievement of the intended learning outcomes 
and consider specific challenges of mobile students (criterion 6). The panel found that the 
Student Handbook provides detailed information on all student support provisions and that 
students were warmly welcomed and carefully guided during their admission and induction. 
Attention is given to mental health support and community building. The programme kick-off, 
during which academic and administrative staff from all PUs presented programme content, 
practical arrangements and objectives, was a successful means of welcoming the first student 
cohort. The enthusiasm of the student group and their visible cohesion as a community are 
evidence of this success. 
 
Conclusion 
The programme complies with the standard in a way that can reasonably be expected at an 
international level as it demonstrates quality across the entire spectrum of the underlying 
aspects.  

2.2.7 Standard 7: Resources 

Findings 
7.1 Staff 
Teaching staff have been selected from the faculties of the 11 PUs. Staff members hold 
appropriate academic and professional qualifications, possess relevant practical experience 
and participate in international projects. Teachers from all PUs will contribute to TRACEE in 
different capacities (as lecturers of guest lecturers or as supervisors of thesis projects). To 
strengthen a shared understanding of the programme’s transdisciplinary approach, two 
workshops are planned. The first, during semester 1, will familiarise disciplinary teachers with 
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the academic path of TRACEE students. The second, early in semester 2, will prepare potential 
thesis supervisors to guide transdisciplinary projects. 
 
TRACEE will also benefit from the support of administrative staff at all 11 universities. These 
staff have been involved from the outset in developing common guidelines for matters such as 
administration, resources, and quality assurance (see discussion under Standard 9).  
 
7.2 Facilities 
Students will have access to the facilities of the universities in their study track, including 
learning spaces, research laboratories, libraries and digital resources. The Student Handbook 
provides detailed information on these facilities.  
 
Courses will use the learning management systems of the respective partner universities, but 
students will also have access to a shared CIVIS Moodle platform via their SU accounts. This 
platform will host the transdisciplinary stream and will serve as a central digital hub for 
information and communication. During the site visit, it was emphasised that the Moodle 
platform should ensure that students continue to feel part of TRACEE throughout their entire 
academic journey. 
 
Considerations 
The panel is convinced that the staff of the PUs is sufficient and adequately qualified to 
implement the study programme, and that the structures for recruiting teaching staff are 
robust (criterion 7.1). The teaching staff the panel could speak with seem dedicated to the 
students and to the programme. The panel recommends that the programme closely monitor 
the participation of teaching staff in the planned workshops, as well as the integration of 
transdisciplinarity in the semester 2 and 3 courses, with a view to developing a shared 
understanding of transdisciplinarity, its underlying theories, and appropriate teaching methods 
(see the condition in Standard 3). 
 
The facilities provided at the different PUs are sufficient and adequate in view of the intended 
learning outcomes. The panel was convinced that the Moodle platform could function as a 
common TRACEE ground when the students are abroad (criterion 7.2). 
 
Conclusion 
The programme complies with the standard in a way that can reasonably be expected at an 
international level as it demonstrates quality across the entire spectrum of the underlying 
aspects 7.1 ‘Staff’ and 7.2 ‘Facilities’.  

2.2.8 Standard 8: Transparency and Documentation 

Findings 
Information about the programme, including its structure, admissions, administrative 
procedures, career prospects and study tracks, is published on the CIVIS website, which links 
to the SU website where more detailed information is available. The programme is also 
advertised within each PU. The SU website hosts an FAQ section and provides an SU email 
address through which all programme-related questions are received and answered. Where 
necessary, questions are forwarded to the relevant PUs. An online webinar presenting the 
programme, was organised. 
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The Student Handbook, compiled with contributions from all PUs and coordinated by SU, 
contains both a general section on the programme and track-specific information. For intakes 
from 2026 onwards, the programme plans to make the updated Handbook available at the 
application stage. Students expressed satisfaction with the Student Handbook.  
 
From the outset, students will, where possible, be registered at all universities in their study 
track and will have access to all relevant documentation, including the Student Agreement, 
assessment methods, course information and online portals. 
 
Communication and dissemination activities will further promote the programme to students, 
academic institutions, policymakers and the wider public. The strategy will draw on the 
expertise of the CIVIS Communication Unit, which cooperates with the communications offices 
of the 11 CIVIS members.  
 
Considerations 
The panel found that relevant information about the programme – including admission 
requirements and procedures, the course catalogue, and examination and assessment 
procedures – is well documented and publicly available. The panel also considered the 
information provided in the Student Handbook to be particularly comprehensive and accurate. 
It appreciated the fact that this Handbook is updated annually. 
 
Conclusion 
The programme complies with the standard in a way that can reasonably be expected at an 
international level as it demonstrates quality across the entire spectrum of the underlying 
aspects.  

2.2.9 Standard 9: Quality Assurance 

Findings 
Several committees are involved in the quality assurance processes. These include the Quality 
Assurance Committee (QAC), which has the overall responsibility to monitor the quality of the 
programme, the Teaching and Learning Committee (TLC), which oversees the programme and 
monitors student performance, the Transdisciplinary Stream and Thesis Committee (TSTC) 
which is responsible for tracking student progress and approving thesis proposals (see 
discussion under Standard 5), and the Student Support Group (SSG) which is responsible for 
student support and information (see discussion under Standard 6 and 8). All of these 
committees report to the PB. 
 
With regard to this distribution of responsibilities, the panel had two main questions. First, it 
sought to understand whether there is a formal communication link between the committees, 
or whether all coordination occurs only via the PB. During the discussions, the panel learned 
that prior to PB meetings – which will take place five to seven times a year – the chairs and co-
chairs of all committees will meet to discuss ongoing matters relating to the programme. In 
addition, collaboration during the design phase was intensive, and strong working relationships 
have been established. Those involved are confident that next to the formal meetings informal 
communication will remain active. 
 
Second, the panel wished to clarify the responsibilities of the TLC. The documentation 
suggested that this committee was responsible for reviewing the performance of first-year 
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students and deciding which students progress to the second year. The TLC also appeared to 
have a role in the joint discussion of grades, which would normally fall under the responsibility 
of the examination boards. During the site visit, it was clarified that the TLC will monitor student 
progression to identify any emerging trends as part of the quality assurance policy, while 
decisions on whether a student has passed, will remain with the local examination boards. 
 
The SER and annexes demonstrated that the envisaged QA model combines existing measures 
at each PU with additional processes at programme level. Regarding the latter, each PU will 
conduct course evaluations and submit semester reports to the QAC. Student surveys (and in 
the future also alumni surveys) will also generate data. Based on these data, the QAC intends 
to compile annual reports for the PB, summarising good practices and identifying potential 
issues for both individual courses and the overall student experience. However, as quality 
assurance relies on more than just data analysis, the panel discussed the need for mechanisms 
to reflect on and monitor follow-up actions, also at the level of individual study tracks. 
Programme representatives acknowledged the importance of closing the feedback loop and of 
monitoring the implementation of PB recommendations. They plan to do so through dialogue 
and discussion with teaching staff, but these processes still need to be more clearly formalised. 
 
There are two student representatives (with one vote) on the PB, as well as places for students 
on the TLC, QAC and SSG. Given the small number of students, however, it has not always been 
easy to find candidates willing to take up these roles. The programme is still exploring how to 
organise student surveys in the most efficient and effective way. Students reported that they 
are frequently given opportunities to share their views openly with teaching staff. Relations 
between students and staff are close, and staff are receptive to student input. 
 
The students did mention that they would like to engage in a student union. As there are 
currently no student representatives within the programme, they were uncertain how to 
become involved. 
 
The programme is still considering how it could best involve external stakeholders in 
governance, given their limited availability. Nevertheless, external stakeholders are interested 
in participating in the programme and gave valuable input during the discussion with the panel 
(see discussion under standard 3). 
 
External quality assurance will take place every six years through the European Approach 
accreditation. The QAC will be responsible for preparing documentation for these evaluations. 
In addition, the Consortium will engage with CIVIS quality assurance bodies, e.g. the Expert 
Group on Quality Assurance for CIVIS Joint Educational Degree Programmes. This group brings 
together quality officers from all 11 CIVIS universities, and student representatives. 
 
Considerations 
The panel found that there has been more coordination between the committees than was 
apparent from the documentation. The various committees appear to know one another well 
and communicate frequently. It is clear that coordination is still somewhat informal, though 
currently effective. As the programme grows, these collaboration structures will need to be 
further formalised. 
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The discussions also demonstrated that the chairs and co-chairs of the different committees 
are aware of the challenges inherent in a joint programme with so many partners, and of the 
existing gaps, such as systematically gathering feedback from specific streams and ensuring 
that resulting actions are implemented. The committees nevertheless have ideas to address 
these challenges and voiced their intention to do so. 
 
However, in the view of the panel, the current terms of reference for the committees are 
currently rather unclear and sometimes misleading. One example discussed at the site visit was 
the terms of reference of the TLC, which should be rephrased to clarify its responsibilities for 
the intake and admissions procedure. Therefore, the panel also recommends reviewing the 
terms of reference of each committee to ensure that responsibilities are clearly and accurately 
defined.  
 
The panel recommends identifying additional ways to involve and engage students in the 
development and quality assurance of the programme, not only as committee members but 
also through a programme-specific representation scheme that nominates or elects a liaison 
officer or student ambassador. In the longer term, the programme might also consider 
establishing a student association and an alumni network. 
 
Finally, the panel recommends involving the relevant committees and drawing on their 
expertise to address the recommendations and condition set out in this report. These 
committees should serve as vehicles for disseminating the outcomes of this review and for 
implementing resulting actions. 
 
Conclusion 
The programme complies with the standard in a way that can reasonably be expected at an 
international level as it demonstrates quality across the entire spectrum of the underlying 
aspects.  
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3 Judgement 

Following a comprehensive investigation into the quality of the Master in Transdisciplinary 
Studies of Climate, Environment and Energy (TRACEE), the panel concludes that the programme 
meets eight standards and does not meet one standard. Consequently, the panel recommends 
that the NVAO grant a conditional accreditation decision.  
 
Standards Judgement 
1 Eligibility COMPLIANT 
2 Learning Outcomes COMPLIANT 
3 Study Programme NON-COMPLIANT 
4 Admission and Recognition COMPLIANT 
5 Learning, Teaching and Assessment COMPLIANT 
6 Student Support COMPLIANT 
7 Resources COMPLIANT 
8 Transparency and Documentation COMPLIANT 
9 Quality Assurance COMPLIANT 
Overall judgement Conditional accreditation decision 
 
The panel commends the Consortium for establishing the PB and the dedicated committees, 
whose preparatory work has led to a solid framework for an interesting and relevant 
programme. The learning outcomes are well defined, ambitious, and aligned with the FQ-EHEA. 
The joint first semester creates a shared academic foundation and fosters a sense of 
community. The students described the programme as challenging and engaging. They 
particularly valued the variety of teaching methods, and the involvement of the teaching staff. 
The panel was impressed by the students’ visible enthusiasm and cohesion, which was already 
apparent after the programme’s kick-off activities. Students also expressed satisfaction with 
the admissions and housing processes, and they spoke highly of the helpfulness and 
approachability of administrative staff. The programme envisages the involvement of external 
stakeholders, who expressed strong enthusiasm and underlined its necessity in addressing 
global challenges. Facilities across the partner universities are sufficient and the planned CIVIS 
Moodle platform can serve as an important digital hub, fostering continuity and identity 
throughout the student journey.  
 
The panel wishes to express its appreciation for the open and honest approach taken by the 
programme team in both the documentation and discussions. The atmosphere during the 
meetings was transparent and constructive, resulting in fruitful exchanges. The commitment 
of staff, students, and stakeholders, combined with the evident enthusiasm of the first student 
cohort, demonstrates the programme’s significant potential. 
 
Without detracting from these positive findings, the panel’s main concern was that the 
transdisciplinary character of the programme and the concomitant role and involvement of 
stakeholders have not yet been sufficiently articulated. Therefore, the panel formulates the 
following condition regarding compliance with standard 3: 
• The programme must develop a common and shared vision of transdisciplinarity and how 

to implement it in the programme, with ample systematic attention to transdisciplinary 
theories and methods. This requires a systematic approach to involving external 
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stakeholders, both in the design and development of the programme, in its teaching and 
learning activities, and with regard to the assessment of students (recommendation under 
standard 5). 

 
To further develop the quality of the programme, the panel also formulates the following 
recommendations: 
 
Standard 4 
• The panel recommends that the conversion of credits to ECTS for non-EU students be made 

more visible in the public information (e.g. brochure, website) and is clearly communicated 
to prospective students. 

 
Standard 5 
• The panel recommends that the programme address safeguarding the transdisciplinary 

character of the programme once students move abroad after the first semester,  
stimulate intensive coordination among teachers, as well as a shared understanding of, 
and commitment to, the specific transdisciplinary track-specific ILOs, objectives and 
teaching methods of TRACEE, standardise assessment methods and grading criteria across 
all partner universities and develop a shared protocol on thesis criteria as part of the 
condition set under Standard 3. 

 
Standard 7 
• The panel recommends that the programme closely monitor the participation of teaching 

staff in the planned workshops, as well as the integration of transdisciplinarity in the 
semester 2 and 3 courses, with a view to developing a shared understanding of 
transdisciplinarity, its underlying theories, and appropriate teaching methods (see the 
condition in Standard 3). 

 
Standard 9 
• The panel recommends identifying additional ways to involve and engage students in the 

development and quality assurance of the programme, not only as committee members 
but also through a programme-specific representative scheme that nominates or elects a 
liaison officer or student ambassador. In the longer term, the programme might also 
consider establishing a student association and an alumni network. 

• The panel recommends reviewing the terms of reference of each committee to ensure that 
responsibilities are clearly and accurately defined.  

• The panel recommends involving the relevant committees and drawing on their expertise 
to address the recommendations and conditions set out in this report. These committees 
should serve as vehicles for disseminating the outcomes of this review and for 
implementing resulting actions. 
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4 Review process 

The assessment was carried out in line with the ‘Assessment Framework for the European 
Approach for Quality Assurance of Joint Programmes (International) – March 2025’. 
 
The panel prepared itself for the assessment based on the self-evaluation report submitted by 
the institutions when applying for accreditation. Prior to the preparatory meeting of the panel, 
each panel member formulated initial impressions and questions were listed. During a 
preparatory online meeting on September 3rd, the panel discussed all information received in 
the application file and prepared the dialogue with the programme. Impressions and questions 
were updated before the dialogue with the institution.  
 
The dialogue took place on September 25th and September 26th, 2025.  
  
During the dialogue the panel investigated the context of the joint programme and the 
providing institutions and collected all required information to make a judgement on the 
quality of the programme. 
 
During a closed meeting of the panel on Thursday September 26th the panel discussed all 
information obtained and translated it into judgements on the nine standards. The panel took 
this conclusion in full independence. 
 
All information obtained led to a draft assessment report that has been sent to all panel 
members. The feedback from the panel members has been processed. The assessment report 
adopted by the chair was submitted to NVAO on 4th November 2025. 
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Annex 1: Administrative Data Regarding the Institution and 
the Programme 

Administrative data for the main contact person of the liaison institution 
https://civis.eu/en/learn/civis-courses/master-s-programme-in-transdisciplinary-studies-of-
climate-environment-and-energy-tracee  
 

Institution Stockholm University (coordinator) 

Address, institution 
website 

SE-106 91 Stockholm, Sweden 

https://www.su.se/om-universitetet/kontakt 

Programme Master in Transdisciplinary Studies of Climate, 
Environment and Energy (TRACEE) 

Level and orientation Master, Equivalent to EQF level 7 

(Additional) title / 

(Parts of) field of study(s) The programme is transdisciplinary, meaning that 
programme mandatory courses contain elements of: 0288 
Inter-disciplinary programmes and qualifications involving 
arts and humanities, 0388 Inter-disciplinary programmes 
and qualifications involving social sciences, journalism and 
information, 0488 Inter-disciplinary programmes and 
qualifications involving business, administration and law, 
0588 Inter-disciplinary programmes and qualifications 
involving natural sciences, mathematics and statistics. 

Specialisations / 

Programme routes Nine possible study tracks: 

• Study track 1: Environmental Humanities and Law 
(PLUS, Austria, and UB, Romania) 

• Study track 2: Environmental Social Sciences (UofG, 
Scotland, and UB, Romania) 

• Study track 3: Energy and Matter (UAM, Spain, and 
SU, Sweden). This study track is launched in 2026 and 
not available in 2025.  

• Study track 4: Environmental Chemistry and 
Toxicology (SU, Sweden, and UT, Germany). This 
study track is launched in 2026 and not available in 
2025.  

• Study track 5: Environmental Geoscience (UofG, 
Scotland, and AMU, France)  

https://civis.eu/en/learn/civis-courses/master-s-programme-in-transdisciplinary-studies-of-climate-environment-and-energy-tracee
https://civis.eu/en/learn/civis-courses/master-s-programme-in-transdisciplinary-studies-of-climate-environment-and-energy-tracee
https://www.su.se/om-universitetet/kontakt
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• Study track 6: Climate Change Science (NKUA, 
Greece, and UT, Germany). This study track is 
launched in 2026 and not available in 2025. 

• Study track 7: Environmental Risk and Mitigation 
(UNIL, Switzerland, and SUR, Italy)  

• Study track 8: Transdisciplinary Approaches to 
Climate Change (PLUS, Austria, and ULB, Belgium) 

• Study track 9: Global Change Biology (SUR, Italy, and 
AMU, France) 

Location where the 
programme is offered  

Stockholm: semester 1 

Partner universities: see list 

Teaching language English 

Study load (in credits) 120 ECTS Credits 

Programme-specific 
learning outcomes 

See Annex 2 

 
Administrative data for each of the institutions offering the joint programme 
• AIX-MARSEILLE UNIVERSITÉ, hereafter referred to as “AMU”, Public Higher Education 

Institution of scientific, cultural and professional character. SIRET: 130 015 332 00013/ 
Code APE/NAF 85.42Z Enseignement supérieur, having its registered office at 58 
boulevard Charles Livon, Jardin du Pharo, 13284 Marseille Cedex 7, France. Web: 
https://www.univ-amu.fr/ 

• NATIONAL AND KAPODISTRIAN UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS, hereafter referred to as 
“NKUA”, having its registered office at Panepistimiou 30 Street, 10679 Athens. Web: 
https://en.uoa.gr/ 

• UNIVERSITÉ LIBRE DE BRUXELLES, hereafter referred to as “ULB”, having its registered 
office at Avenue F. D. Roosevelt 50, 1050 Brussels, Belgium. Web: https://www.ulb.be/ 

• UNIVERSITATEA DIN BUCUREȘTI, hereafter referred to as “UB”, having its registered 
office at 90 Panduri St., sector 5, 050663 Bucharest, Romania. Web: https://unibuc.ro/ 

• THE UNIVERSITY COURT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW, incorporated under the 
Universities (Scotland) Act, 1889, hereafter referred to as “UofG”, having its principal 
office at University Avenue, Glasgow G12 8QQ, a registered Scottish Charity (Charity 
No SC004401, Charity Name "University of Glasgow Court"). Web: 
https://www.gla.ac.uk/ 

• UNIVERSITÉ DE LAUSANNE, hereafter referred to as “UNIL”, having its registered office 
at Université de Lausanne, Direction, Bâtiment Unicentre, CH-1015 Lausanne. Web: 
https://www.unil.ch/unil/fr/home.html 

• UNIVERSIDAD AUTÓNOMA DE MADRID, hereafter referred to as “UAM”, having its 
registered office at C/ Einstein 1, Ciudad Universitaria de Cantoblanco, 28049 Madrid. 
Web: https://www.uam.es/ 

• SAPIENZA UNIVERSITÀ DI ROMA, hereafter referred to as “SUR”, having its registered 
office at Piazzale Aldo Moro 5 - 00185 Rome - Italy. Web: https://www.uniroma1.it/ 

• PARIS LODRON UNIVERSITÄT SALZBURG, hereafter referred to as “PLUS”, having its 
registered office at Kapitelgasse 4, 5020 Salzburg. Web: https://www.plus.ac.at/ 

https://en.uoa.gr/
https://unibuc.ro/
https://www.gla.ac.uk/
https://www.uniroma1.it/
https://www.plus.ac.at/
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• EBERHARD KARLS UNIVERSITÄT TÜBINGEN, hereafter referred to as “UT”, having its 
registered office at Geschwister-Scholl-Platz, 72074 Tübingen. Web: https://uni-
tuebingen.de/ 

• Affiliated partner universities currently planned to participate in the programme: 
• University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. Address: 1 Jan Smuts 
• Avenue, Braamfontein 2000, Johannesburg, South Africa. Web: 

https://www.wits.ac.za/ 
• Université Hassan II de Casablanca, Casablanca, Morocco. Web: 

http://www.univh2c.ma/ 
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Annex 2: Programme-Specific Learning Outcomes 

After finishing the programme, the graduates should be able to: 
 
Knowledge and understanding 
• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding in Transdisciplinary Environmental Science, 

including both broad knowledge of the field and a considerable degree of specialised 
knowledge applied in the field of each study track and its transdisciplinary applications. 

• Demonstrate insight into current research and development work within the specialized 
field of the study track and its transdisciplinary applications. 

• Demonstrate methodological knowledge from the humanities, law, social sciences, and 
natural sciences applied to and relevant for Transdisciplinary Environmental Science. 

• Demonstrate knowledge to use systems thinking as a framework for analysing climate, 
environment, and energy issues from perspectives of natural sciences, social sciences, 
law, and humanities, and transdisciplinarity. 

Competence and skills 
• Demonstrate the ability to critically and systematically integrate knowledge and to 

analyse, assess and deal with complex phenomena, issues and situations from 
perspectives of natural sciences, social sciences, law, and humanities, even with limited 
information, 

• Demonstrate the ability to critically, independently, and creatively identify and formulate 
questions, to plan and carry out qualified tasks within given time frames using 
appropriately chosen methods, thereby contributing to the development of knowledge, 
and to evaluate one’s own work, 

• Demonstrate the ability to clearly present and discuss, both orally and in writing, 
conclusions and the knowledge and arguments underlying them in dialogue with various 
groups, in both national and international contexts, and 

• Demonstrate the skills required to participate in research and development work, or to 
work independently in other professional areas. 

Judgement and approach 
• Demonstrate the ability to make assessments in Transdisciplinary Environmental Science 

informed by relevant interdisciplinary, societal and ethical issues and to demonstrate 
awareness of ethical aspects of research and development work 

• Demonstrate insight into the possibilities and limitations of research, its role in society 
and the responsibility of the individual for how it is used 

• Demonstrate the ability to identify the personal need for further knowledge and take 
responsibility for his or her ongoing learning. 
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Annex 3: Composition of the Panel 

The assessment was made by a panel of experts convened and appointed by the NVAO. The 
panel is composed as follows: 
• Fiona Crozier (chair; UK), independent higher education consultant, former Head of 

International at the Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) in the UK, former Director of 
Quality at University College Cork, former Vice-President of the European Association for 
Quality Assurance in Higher Education (ENQA), experienced international reviewer/chair 
and QA expert. 

• Prof. dr. Arthur Mol (member; the Netherlands), Professor of Environmental Policy and 
former Rector Magnificus and Vice-President of Wageningen University & Research, 
former president of the Association of European Life Science Universities (ICA) and of 
the Euroleague of the Life Sciences (ELLS). 

• Dr. Robert Gioielli (member; Sweden), Associate Professor of Environmental Humanities 
and History, Director of Environmental Humanities Laboratory, KTH Royal Institute of 
Technology. 

• Tamara Ciobanu (student member; Romania), Master’s student in Environmental 
Engineering – Sustainable Development and Environmental Protection, Babeș-Bolyai 
University, member of the European Students’ Union (ESU) Quality Assurance Expert 
Pool, expert evaluator for the Romanian Agency for Quality Assurance in Higher 
Education (ARACIS). 

 
The panel was assisted by: 
• Mark Frederiks, senior policy advisor NVAO, process coordinator; 
• Inge Verbeeck, external secretary, certified by NVAO. 

 
All panel members and the process coordinator/secretary have signed NVAO’s code of ethics. 
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Annex 4: Schedule of the Site Visit 

Venue: Stockholm University, Campus Frescati 
Address: Bloms hus, Universitetsvägen 16, 10691 Stockholm 
Meeting room: Stora salen 
 
Thursday 25 September 2025 
 
11.30 – 13.30 Lunch and panel preparatory meeting  
13.30 – 15.00 Meeting with Programme Board Chair TRACEE Programme Board 

Member TRACEE Programme Board 
Adjoined admin member of TRACEE 
Programme Board 
Member TRACEE Programme Board 
Adjoined admin member of TRACEE 
Programme Board 
Adjoined admin member of TRACEE 
Programme Board 
Member TRACEE Programme Board 
(online) 

15.00 – 15.20 Break  
15.20 – 16.20 Meeting with students Student Diversity studies 

Student Communication Science and 
Social Research  
Student Global Peace and Social Justice 
+ Environment and Society 
Student Physics with a thesis focusing 
on microplastics 
Student Biotechnology Engineering 
Student Business, Ethics and 
Sustainability 

16.20 – 16.40 Break  
16.40 – 17.40 Meeting with teaching staff Teacher semester 1 & Hub1 Council 

Representative in the TRACEE 
Programme Board  
Teacher semester 1/Teacher Study & 
Track  
4 teachers semestern1 

17.40 – 18.30 Panel meeting  
19.30 Panel dinner at restaurant (this will be 

arranged by NVAO) 
 

 
Friday 26 September 2025 
 
08.30 – 09.00 Arrival of panel and preparations 
09.00 – 09.45 Meeting with professional field Founder and owner of Fräjdin & 

Hellqvist AB & Chairman Invencon AB 
and Rottneros Park Trädgård AB, 
Board member Forest Friends, 
Karlstad Golf Klubb and Kongsberg 
Automotive (online)  
Sustainability manager of Stockholm 
vatten och avfall, Stockholm Water 
and Garbage (online) 
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Founder and CEO of Husstainability 
(online) 
Chief sustainability manager of Max 
Burgers (online) 
 

09.45 – 10.00 Break  
10.00– 11.00  Meeting with staff from student support 

services, Teaching & Learning Committee 
and Quality Assurance Committee 

Chair TLC & Programme Board 
Member (online) 
Vice Chair TLC & Programme Board 
Member (online)  
Chair TSTC & Programme Board 
Member 
Vice Chair TSTC & Teacher Semester 1 
Chair QAC 
Vice Chair QAC 
Chair SSG (online) 
Vice Chair SSG 

11.00 – 11.15 Break  
11.15 – 12.00  Tour/presentation of facilities (including 

learning environment, IT, library, 
lecture/practical rooms etc.) 

 

12.00 – 12.45  Lunch and panel meeting  
12.45 – 13.15  Clarification meeting with Programme 

Board 
Chair TRACEE Programme Board 
Member TRACEE Programme Board 
Adjoined admin member of TRACEE 
Programme Board 
Member TRACEE Programme Board 
Adjoined admin member of TRACEE 
Programme Board 
Adjoined admin member of TRACEE 
Programme Board 

13.15 – 14.40  Panel meeting  
14.40– 15.00  Closing feedback meeting of panel and joint 

programme representatives 
 

15.00 End of site visit and departure of panel  
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Annex 5: Overview of the Material Studied 

Self-Assessment Report  
Mandatory annexes to the Self-Assessment Report 
1) Documents supporting the legal status of the partner institutions 

Annex 1a. Administrative information about the participating universities. 
Annex 1b. Legal status of degree-awarding universities (from CIVIS application). 

2) Cooperation agreement, as established by Interim Board 2025-04-02. Signing in 
progress during April-May, 2025. 
Annex 2: Consortium Agreement 
Annex 2a–2g: Annex 1–7 in the Consortium Agreement 

3) Documents supporting each partner’s legal basis for participation: 
Annex 3a: Proofs of Accreditation as compiled for our Erasmus Mundus Joint Master 
Application, February, 2025 
Annex 3b: Letters of Commitments of all PUs from January, 2024. 

4) List of intended learning outcomes, including: 
Annex 4: Matrix of alignment with Framework for Qualifications in the European 
Higher Education Area (FQ-EHEA) and course intended learning outcomes with 
programme intended learning outcomes. 

5) Course syllabi of all partners: 
Annex 5: Course plan for the 30 ECTS semester 1 course at SU. 
(See Annex 4 and 13 for course information of the remaining courses.) 

6) Structure of the curriculum / study plan 
Formal educational plan established at SU. 
(See Annex 2a for more information.) 

7) Official documents indicating admission requirements and selection procedures 
Annex 7a: Interim Board decision on admission requirements 
Annex 7b: Interim Board decision on specific admission requirements for study tracks 
1, 4 and 6. 
Annex 7c: Interim Board decision on evaluation criteria. 

8) Official documents outlining procedure for recognition of qualifications 
Annex 8a: Local system of qualifications at SU 
Annex 8b: Regulations and procedure for credit transfer at SU 

9) Academic staff CVs (all partners) 
List of key academic and administrative staff and their competences and links to online 
profiles. 

10) Relevant documents constituting internal quality assurance system: 
     Template for Annual Evaluation Report of TRACEE joint master programme. 

11) Diploma supplement (sample) 
Draft of diploma supplement for study track 6 as an example. 

12) Draft of Student handbook for the 2026 intake 
Annex 12a: Main student handbook 
Annex 12b: Study track specific parts of the student handbook 

13) Schedule for the semester 1 course 
Tentative schedule for the autumn 2025 edition of the course. 

14) Terms of Reference for Interim Board. 
15)  Support in CIVIS 



Parkstraat 28

Accreditation Organisation of the Netherlands and Flanders

  •  2514 JK Den Haag 

P.O. Box 85498  •  2508 CD The Hague

The Netherlands

T +31 (0)70 312 23 00  

E info@nvao.net  

www.nvao.net

Nederlands-Vlaamse Accreditatieorganisatie

 

 
 

37 NVAO | Master in Transdisciplinary Studies of Climate, Environment and Energy • 
Stockholm University and CIVIS partner universities • November 4th, 2025 

 

16) List of web pages publicly available for the programme. 
17) CIVIS Quality Assurance for Teaching and Learning Activities 
 
Documents made available during or leading up to the dialogue  
1) Risk analysis for TRACEE (received September 22nd 2025) 
2) TRACEE Learning Environment (received September 26th 2025) 
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Annex 6: List of Abbreviations 

AFPU Affiliated Partner University 
APU Associated Partner University (APU)  
ASSC Application and Scholarship Selection Committee 
CA Consortium Agreement (CA)  
CIVIS Europe's Civic University Alliance 
CPU Coordinating Partner University  
FQ-EHEA European Higher Education Area 
ILO Intended Learning Outcome 
NVAO Accreditation Organisation of the Netherlands and Flanders 
 (Nederlands-Vlaamse Accreditatieorganisatie) 
PB  Programme Board 
PU Partner university  
QA Quality Assurance  
TRACEE Master’s Programme in Transdisciplinary studies of Climate, Environment 

and Energy 
SCQF Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework 
SER  Self-evaluation report 
SSG Student Support Group 
SU Stockholm University 
TLC Teaching and Learning Committee 
TSTC Transdisciplinary Stream and Thesis Committee 
UofG University of Glasgow 
UAM Universidad Autónoma de Madrid 
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